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Foreward

The Freedom Law Clinic ran the ‘Civil Liberties in the Lockdown’ project in partnership
with Josie Appleton, Director of the Manifesto Club, during the first UK Covid-19 lockdown. The project commenced on the 30th of April 2020, with students recruited from
eight universities across the UK taking part in expert seminars, research sessions and
attempting to monitor how the Coronavirus Act 2020 and the Healthcare Protection
Regulations applied during lockdown.
The students were undergraduates from University of Birmingham, University of Essex, University of Hertfordshire, Liverpool John Moores University, London Metropolitan University, The Open University, Queen Mary University of London and University of
Wolverhampton.
Despite being dispersed geographically, the project made extensive use of ditigal
platforms such as Zoom for video conferencing and Slack for collaboration and communications, enabling students to participate and stay engaged regardless of location.
The project had two goals:
1. Publish a report detailing the developments in the law since lockdown in the UK and
information on how they were applied
2. To offer pro-bono assistance to anyone adversely affected by the lockdown laws
and arrange suitable representation for them where appropriate.
Having concluded the project, the clinic is now in a position to leverage its student
network and their own local networks to continue to developing projects focused on
civil liberties.
Open Justice in the Lockdown was also a focus of the students’ research. Contact
was made with every Magistrates’ Court around the country to understand how the
courts were providing open and transparent proceedings in the course of the emergency period; however it was recognised from the outset of the project that experience might vary significantly from court to court. Freedom of Information requests
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to the Ministry of Justice and the Crown Prosecution Service were also submitted. A
development diary (page 54) tracked the changes in legislation and news stories for
the first 100 days of lockdown and later during the easing of lockdown measures.
There were three expert seminars produced as part of the programme, which focused
on the law surrounding the lockdown and the law dealing with actions against the
police. There were panel presentations from leaders in their field and then student’s
questions and comments to the panel. Each session lasted one hour and 15 minutes
and included the following speakers:
Emma Jones, Leigh Day Solicitors
Matthew Scott, Pump Court Chambers
Richard Reynolds, 3 Temple Gardens Chambers
Josie Appleton, The Manifesto Club
Patrick Ormerod, Bindmans LLP
Michael Oswald, Bhatt Murphy
Penelope Gibbs, Transform Justice
Timandra Harkness, Journalist
Trish Shaw, Beyond Reach
These seminars were complemented by research sessions, allowing the clinic and students to discuss the practical ways in which each student and university group could
undertake their research tasks.
Recordings of the seminars and supporting materials are all publicly available on the
clinic’s website - www.freedomlawclinic.org
The following report is a compendium of the research work completed by the students
throughout the course of the project as well as the conclusions they arrived at.

Luke Gittos
Solicitor, Founder and Director - Freedom Law Clinic
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Introduction to the Freedom Law Clinic
The Freedom Law Clinic is a Community Interest Company that provides innovative
legal education for students around the UK.
We partner with leading civil liberties organisations to offer free legal help to those facing orders from their local authority. Our students work with clients to resolve disputes
in a way that honours a commitment to due process.
We also create innovative pro bono opportunities for students to gain unparalleled
access to criminal appeal cases and provide vital assistance to clients who can’t fund
legal representation and might otherwise be denied access to justice.
Our students work on real cases under the guidance of expert lawyers. They get access to the most rewarding and interesting pro bono casework imaginable. Our clients
get free help and the benefit of the most enquiring minds, emergent legal talent and
knowledge, supported by a permanent caseworker team recruited from the best and
brightest students and graduates on our programmes.
The clinic was founded in 2015 by Luke Gittos who is the clinic director.
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“My plea is that we get back to a properly functioning constitution
as soon as we possibly can”
Lady Hale, 21 September 2020
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Introduction
In this report we aim to monitor the impact on civil liberties of the government’s legislative response to the public health crisis of SARS CoV-2, more generally referred to as
coronavirus or Covid-19.
We will research, measure and evaluate the status of civil liberties using a combination of research undertaken by the clinic and legal analysis.
On the 31st December 2019 the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) office in the
People’s Republic of China ‘picked up’ a media statement from the website of the
Wuhan Municipal Health Commission. The statement
concerned cases of “viral pneumonia” within the city.
“You must stay at home”
On the 24th January 2020, France notified the WHO of
three cases of Covid-19. One week later the first case
Boris Johnson, Prime Minister
23 March
of Covid-19 was confirmed in the UK.
Nearly two months later, on 23rd March, Prime Minister Boris Johnson addressed the nation, advising the public “You must stay at home.”
Shops were closed, gatherings of more than two individuals, alongside social events
such as weddings and funerals, were banned.
Following a rise in cases in Italy and Spain, governments one after another set about
placing citizens under restrictions comparable to house arrest.
Harvard University Law Professor Charles Fried merely “supposed” that being made
to stay in one place constituted a restriction on individual liberty, while in the UK the
former Chief Executive of the Royal College of Nursing Peter
Carter suggested “This is not about civil liberties, it is about
“SARS CoV-2 is a
life-saving measures”.
nasty virus you do

not want to get”

In support of this view Carter quoted epidemiologist ThomProf. Devi Sridhar
as McKeown who wrote that “Public health boils down to
the extent to which the Government is prepared to interfere
in the lives of ordinary people”. McKeown could perhaps scarcely have imagined the
extent to which the government was about to interfere in the lives of ordinary people
in then name of public health.
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On the 23rd of March 2020 the UK entered lockdown.
This report will consider civil liberties under four heads that directly related to the European Convention on Human Rights, namely the right to liberty, the right to a fair trial,
the right to freedom of expression and the provisions for derogation from convention
obligations in times of emergency.
The report will examine the compatibility of the legislative response to Covid-19 with
civil liberties and the broader ECHR framework.
For the purposes of evaluating the impact on individual liberty this report will focus on
powers of the Secretary of State, public health officers (PHO), the police and immigration officers as they relate to potentially infectious persons under Schedule 21 of the
Coronavirus Act 2020 (CA 2020).
The recognition and enhancement of civil liberties and human rights, and their protections at a national and international level, are of vital importance for the effective
rule of law within free and open societies that operation on subjective rule of law
principles. The rule of law is only effective and resourceful if due process within the
legal system is considered, including whether people have been afforded the right to a
fair trial within that system. No complete analysis of the restrictions put in place as a
result of Covid-19 will be complete without considering these guarantees.
Finally, the Regulations will be considered within the context and time period for which
they are designed and insomuch as they represent derogation from the relevant ECR
rights.

““A constitution, as important as it is, will mean nothing
unless the people are yearning for liberty and freedom.”
Ruth Bader-Ginsburg
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What are civil liberties?

Civil liberties in the UK are nebulous and it has been conceded that formulating a view
of them in the UK is not easy1. A good starting point is Emma Goldman’s conception
of civilisation as “a continuous struggle of the individual or of groups of individuals
against the State and even against society…” 2. Civil liberties exist as a result of this
struggle, stretching back to the diminishment of the power of the monarch and Magna
Carta. These liberties and freedoms serve to protect the individual from the state and
at times, from the majority that is wider society. Civil liberties are arguably “connected
with the idea of civil society: an area of social and political life not controlled by the
state” 3. As such, freedom of speech and expression, along with the right to assemble,
to protest, or to otherwise participate in broader civil democratic life are all considered
to be civil liberties.

“Civilisation is a
continuous struggle
of the individual or of
groups of individuals
against the State and
even against society”
Emma Goldman, 1940

These rights and freedoms are often considered to
lie outside of the normal legislative procedure. They
may be protected from the executive or legislature by
constitutional entrenchment, or be otherwise guaranteed at common law or by statute. For example, the
United States Bill of Rights grants constitutional legal
protection to a series of moral standards governing
individual liberty and in doing so safely removes
them from the “…vicissitudes of political controversy”
(West Virginia State Board of Education v Barnette 319
US 624 (1943)).

Unlike the US the UK has a largely unwritten constitutional arrangement within which
there is no statute or piece of legislation that places any specific standards beyond
the legislative reach of Parliament. Instead, the organising principle, argues Loveland, ‘…in respect of civil liberties in Britain is that individuals (including Government
officials) may engage in any activity not prohibited by statute or common law” 4. The
courts have also followed this line of reasoning concerning civil liberties. However, this
position is worth briefly dwelling upon as it illustrates that nebulous character of civil
liberties in the UK.
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Loveland’s organising principle holds that for the individual and for the Government,
everything which is not forbidden by law is permitted. This characterisation of civil
liberties in the UK as ‘residual’ is, as Smith notes, used widely in academic writing on
civil liberties 5. Yet In 2017 Sir John Laws, the former Lord Justice of Appeal, wrote
that while individuals should be free to do whatever is not forbidden, the Government
should be held to a different standard. In Laws’ view the standard for Government
ought to be that everything which is not allowed is forbidden. The Government should
only act within the bounds of the “positive legal power conferred upon it” 6. These are
mutually exclusive standards governing the freedom of individuals and the exercise of
Government power. In any case, there is at least agreement that concerning the liberty
of the individual that in the UK “people are presumed free to do as they please, so long
as they do not commit a crime or infringe the rights of others” 7.
Indeed, it is just this presumption of the liberty of the individual, itself a negative freedom from unjustified interference by the state, which underlies and enables other
positive freedoms. For example, it is of no value to the individual to be free to assemble or to protest if he is simultaneously prohibited from leaving his home. Similarly, the
right to due process and a fair trial cannot be guaranteed in circumstances in which
an individual’s liberty is vulnerable to arbitrary and unjustified interference. Where the
liberty of the individual is infringed his ability to exercise his civil liberties is necessarily
diminished.
Individual liberty also figured prominently within a post-World War II international consensus that, according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, where “disregard
and contempt for human rights” hold sway, barbarity will follow. The protection of individual liberty is recognised and guaranteed in Article 5 of the ECHR and at common
law under the ancient writ of Habeas Corpus. On a wider spectrum, Article 1 and Article
3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, under the fourth amendment to the
U.S. constitution, and ss7-10 of the Canadian Charter of Human Rights, offer similar
guarantees.

1 - Smith, D, Political Science Quarterly Vol. 101, No. 4 (1986), pp. 637-660. 2 - Goldman, E, 1940 The Individual, Society and the
State.
3- Moran, J., 2007. Generating more heat than light? Debates on civil liberties in the UK. Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice,
1(1), pp.80-93.
4 - Loveland, I. (2018) Constitutional Law, Administrative Law, and Human Rights: A Critical Introduction, 8th edn, Oxford, Oxford
University Press.(Loveland, p.458)
5- Smith, D, Political Science Quarterly Vol. 101, No. 4 (1986), pp. 637-660.
6- Laws, John, Sir (2017) The Rule of Law: The Presumption of Liberty and Justice, Judicial Review, 22:4, 365-373,
7 - (ibid p.640)
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Protecting rights
The role of parliament
Parliament’s role has historically been to act as a guardian of rights and protections,
being subject to the expectation that it would not pass laws that infringe individual
liberty (Costigan et al. 2017, p.9). In addition, Acts of Parliament such as the Representation of the People Act 1928 which extended the democratic franchise broadened the
applicable scope of civil liberties enabling those who were previously unable to participate in civil society. These developments, argues O’Cinneide, followed a “wide political
consensus” which held that, notwithstanding its sovereign law-making powers, Parliament should not legislate contrary to the rule of law and civil liberties (O’Cinneide,
p.370), an arrangement that has enjoyed bi-partisan political support with Keir Starmer QC co-authoring a paper which described Members of Parliament as “according to
much constitutional and political doctrine, the defenders of the political and civil rights
of the population as a whole” (Krug et al, 1996).
Still, such restraints arguably sit ill at ease with orthodox theories of parliamentary
sovereignty, such as those of A.V. Dicey, that hold that Parliament is the supreme
law-maker and may legislate on any matter in any way. As William Blackstone wrote ‘if
the Parliament will positively enact a thing to be done which is unreasonable, I know of
no power that can control it’, (1765, p.62).
Whether Dicean conceptions of Parliamentary sovereignty represent contemporary
UK constitutional realities is certainly arguable, however it remains the case that
placing specific rights and protections upon a statutory footing, such as the Human
Rights Act 1998, does not immunise them against amendment or repeal. As a result,
civil liberties as a legal concept can be considered “…extremely precarious” (Loveland,
2018, p.458).
That precariousness is evident when considering two limitations to Parliament’s role
as guardian of civil liberties. Firstly, the acceptance of limitations in one area may lead
to infringements in others, or the establishment of powers on what are initially limited
grounds may tend to expand in scope over time, in a process dubbed “incremental
infringement”.
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Secondly, Parliament may be vulnerable to a panicked response when faced with a
state of emergency and be caused to act with insufficient regard for civil liberties
(Costigan et al. 2017, p.9). The emergence of an infectious novel coronavirus which
rapidly achieves pandemic status, arguably represents a state of affairs that Parliament may lack the flexibility to respond to with an appropriate level of regard for its
role as a guardian of rights and freedoms.
Common law
The place of the common law in the rights protection framework is the subject of
considerable academic and judicial debate. There is no consensus as to whether the
common law supplements, mirrors, or is subsumed by the Human Rights Act 1998
(HRA 1998). The theoretical limit of protection afforded by common law is also, almost by definition, impossible to define. There is no exhaustive list of the rights that
the common law can protect. That said, the academic debate is just that, academic.
The reality is that the common law is relied upon in practice to protect human rights.
Applications that relate to individual rights often rely on both the HRA 1998 and the
common law.
Particularly pertinent to this report is the ability of the common law to protect personal
liberty, perhaps most well-known under the auspices of the offence of false imprisonment (R v Rahman (1985) 81 Cr App Rep 349). This cause of action often underlies
cases against the police where there is an allegation of unlawful arrest or arbitrary
detention.
More generally, the common law is able to protect rights that facilitate the protection
of fundamental rights (or auxiliary rights) from administrative or legilsative interference. An obvious recent example is R (UNISON) v Lord Chancellor [2017] UKSC 51,
where the court struck down increased tribunal fees because access to justice is a
right protected at common law, being inherent to the rule of law and fundamental to
any democratic political process, without necessitating any reference to HRA 1998 or
the ECHR.
Common law provides for the review of decisions of public bodies, however, as long
as the correct procedure was followed and the decision cannot be said to be irrational,
the court will not override the decision maker. Conversley, the HRA 1998 puts positive
obligations on the state to be proactive in its defence of rights, even to some extent
against third parties.
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Ultimately, the position of the common law in the framework of protecting rights is
impossible to empirically demonstrate with certainty. Its limits are nebulous, and only
crystallise when a decision is made on a given issue that defines the protection provided in that area. It can however be said, that where certain rights are infringed, the
common law can represent an avenue for recourse in addition to the statutory framework, and occasionally in spite of it.

Legislation: The Human Rights Act 1998 and the ECHR
The Human Rights Act 1998 was enacted following the Labour party’s 1997 manifesto
pledge that “Citizens should have statutory rights to enforce their human rights in the
UK courts (Loveland, 2018, p.518-19). The envisaged statute was aspirational, seeking to “establish a floor not a ceiling for human rights”. While pressure groups such
as Charter 88 and Liberty welcomed the Act, it was mischaracterised in the media as
being synonymous with a U.S. style Bill of Rights (Loveland, 2018, p.518-19), which it
is not.
The HRA 1998 does not incorporate the European Convention on Human Rights into
UK law, nor is the ECHR directly justiciable under the HRA 1998 (Hansard, HL, 29 January 1998, col. 421). Instead the Act pursues the specific aim of giving ‘further effect
to the rights and freedoms guaranteed under the European Convention on Human
Rights’. At s.1 the Act defines ‘convention rights’ as the “fundamental rights and freedoms” provided for under Articles 2 to 12 and 14, Articles 1 – 3 of the First Protocol,
and Articles 1 and 2 of the Sixth Protocol. The effect is to give force in domestic law
to these conventions rights without making the ECHR a part of UK law. The European
Court of Human Rights is not granted appellate court status and the judgments of the
court do not have binding effect on UK courts.
In this way the HRA 1998 does not represent the entrenchment of, or otherwise put
beyond the legislative reach of Parliament, any moral or political principles upon which
its provisions may be based. Although, the political consequences of attempting to
repeal or amend the Act may constitute a robust deterrent.
The Strasbourg Court
The HRA 1998 sets out that when determining a question that has arisen in con12

nection with a convention right, the courts must take into account Strasbourg jurisprudence and that legislation must be interpreted and given effect in a way which is
compatible with the ECHR. In addition, Parliament is required to consider whether
legislation is compatible with the ECHR and make a declaration to this effect, though
is not bound to legislate in such a way so as to be consistent with the convention
obligations.
The Articles of the ECHR are given meaning by the European Court of Human Rights
(ECtHR), while the ECHR rights encompassed by the HRA 1998 are applied in national
courts, although the Act does not provide guidance regarding how and to what degree
these may diverge (Loveland, 2018, p.522).
Obligations

PRACTITIONER INTERVIEW – DUTY SOLICITOR

At s.6 the HRA 1998 sets out that it is unlawful for a public authority to act in a way
which is incompatible with a convention right and defines a public authority as a court
or tribunal, and a person whose functions are of a public nature. This uncertain yet
broad definition includes, but is not limited to, local and central government, the police,
prisons, and health and education authorities (Costigan et al. 2017, p.38.). At s.6(2), it
provides that a public authority does not act unlawfully in circumstances where it has

In June 2020, our student Anant spoke to Mr Q, a duty solicitor. Mr Q found it
difficult to characterise police station or court experiences nationally, because
it varies between locations. This echoes what other interviewees have said.
The national protocol for conducting police station interviews essentially advises remote interviewing to mitigate Covid-19 transmission risk. Mr Q notes
that Bedfordshire has been well-aligned with this guidance, but other areas
are interpreting it differently or being less forthcoming with alternate arrangements. His primary concern are areas that seem to be unaware of the protocol.
Some stations maintain that if solicitors do not want to attend in person for
coronavirus-related reasons, their clients must self-represent or find a willing
solicitor. Although many duty solicitors want to help otherwise-unrepresented
clients, they are being asked to strike a difficult balance with concerns over
their own health.

infringed a convention right, but has done so in line with primary legislation or was
unable to act otherwise.
Interpretation and incompatibility
Unusually, s.3 of the HRA 1998 sets out a principle of statutory interpretation that
holds that courts must, so far as it is possible to do so, read and give effect to primary
and secondary legislation in a way which is compatible with convention rights. This
does not provide for the voiding of legislation determined to be incompatible. Instead,
where a court is unable to interpret a provision in a manner that is compatible with a
convention right it may make a declaration of incompatibility. An incompatible provision of a Statutory Instrument would be treated as ineffective, unless the Act under
which it is made requires the provision be framed as incompatible. Through s.4 higher
courts may issue a declaration of incompatibility concerning both primary and secondary legislation. This has no effect on the infringing provision, nor on the instant
situation, but instead opens a “fast track” to remedial action such as amendment
(Costigan et al. 2017, p.63).
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Disclosure is being done via email and then a chat can be had with the officer
for further information. Consultation is done after this.
The drawback of this is that it is not shown to the defendant.
Detainees that are kept for court – few are brought from the police station to
the courthouse so consultations are usually done on the telephone and hearings done remotely. For remote hearings, 3 platforms are being used as the
courts cannot agree on one uniformed platform. The platforms are: Skype,
CVP (HMCTS’ own platform) video enhanced justice is great in theory, although not many have signed up to this yet and so it is currently not as good
as it could be.
It is also difficult for lawyers to build up a rapport with the defendant, it is unnatural when attempts are made to do this over the phone. His opinion is that
the procedure in court is working well. There have been some teething problems but that is expected.

PRACTITIONER INTERVIEW

T explained that consultations are being done remotely, apart from one police
station, which is insisting solicitors attend, yet have no regard for social distancing. Usually the detainee has a consultation on the phone in private, but
in one police station, it is being done in the common area; this means whilst it
cannot be heard what the lawyer is saying, it can be heard what the detainee is
saying.

The legislative response to Covid-19

In the days following the Prime Minister’s address, ‘lockdown’ acquired a statutory
footing and a legal framework that would soon encorach on the minutiae of the lives
of every individual in the UK began to take shape. The government’s primary legislative
act in response to the threat of Covid-19 came before the House of Commons for the
first time on the 19th March 2020. The contents of the Bill were not subject to debate.
Six days later the Coronavirus Act 2020 c.7 received Royal Assent. The government’s
secondary legislative response, the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020, was enacted on the 26th of March. The regulations, made in
exercise of the powers conferred by the Public Health (Control of Diseases) Act 1984
(PHA 1984), are a Statutory Instrument, a type of delegated legislation which is not
typically subject to the usual parliamentary legislative process. Regulations were also
enacted in Scotland and Wales on the same day, and in Northern Ireland on the 28th
of March.

The Coronavirus Act 2020
The CA 2020 contains, according to the Joint Committee on Human Rights, “wide,
sweeping powers to enable the Government and the NHS to deal with the coronavirus pandemic” which supplement existing powers under the Public Health (Control of
Diseases) Act 1984 and the Civil Contingencies Act 2004. The Committee also notes
the Bill’s expedited passage through Parliament despite the powers contained within
which in its view “interfere with human rights on an unprecedented scale”. (Committee
on Gov response, P.14).
Powers of direction and removal
Powers arising from the CA 2020 cover a number of areas and empower a number of
officials as well as the Secretary of State. In Schedule 21, Pt.2 s.6 provides that a Public Health Officer (PHO), defined at Schedule 21 Part 1 s.2(a) as an officer of the Secretary of State designated by the Secretary for purposes of this Schedule, or a registered
public health consultant, may exercise powers of direction and removal of potentially
infectious persons to a place suitable for screening and assessment. At Pt.2.s.7, the
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Act confers the same powers upon constables and immigration officers. However,
s.7(5) places an obligation upon a constable or immigration officer to consult a PHO
where it is practicable to do so.
Through s.6 and s.7 of the Act it, became an offence to fail, without reasonable excuse
to follow the orders of a relevant officer or constable, or, when removed to abscond.

Potentially infectious persons
Part 1 Schedule 21 Section 2(1) (a-b) provides that a person is considered potentially
infectious, and therefore subject to the powers set out above, if the person has been in
an infected area within the preceding 14 days or where a two-stage test is satisfied.
The first stage is satisfied where the person is, or may be, infected or contaminated
with Covid-19. The second is satisfied where there is a risk that the person might
infect or contaminate others with Covid-19. A potentially infectious person may be
directed or removed to a place suitable for assessment and screening where doing so
is in the interests of the person, for the protection of others, or for the maintenance
of public health. Where a person is at a place suitable for assessment and screening
a PHO may require the person to remain at the place for a period not exceeding 48
hours.
Section 13 provides that a constable may detain a potentially infectious person for a
period not exceeding 24 hours, while an immigration officer may detain someone for
no longer than 3 hours. These periods may be extended where the constable or officer
considers it necessary because it is not reasonably practicable for a PHO to attend for
purposes of screening and assessment.
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TEST CASE: NICK HYPOLITE
The clinic provided pro bono representation to Nick Hypolite. Nick attended the
demonstration against the lockdown at Hyde Park on the 30th May 2020. The
clinic provided him with free initial advice. We then acted for Nick at Westminster Magistrates’ Court on the 12th October 2020.
The evidence against Nick consisted of one witness statement from an officer who was present at the demonstration. The officer described how he
approached Nick for carrying a loud speaker. He told Nick to go home. After
a brief exchange, Nick agreed to do so. The officer then saw that Nick had
stopped to talk to another group of people while leaving the demonstration. He
approached Nick and asked him again to go home. The officer warned him he
was susceptible to receiving a fixed penalty notice. Nick indicated to the officer
that he would happily receive the Fixed Penalty Notice. The officer then asked
Nick for photographic ID which Nick did not have. Nick was then arrested. He
was placed in Charing Cross Custody for three and a half hours.
On receiving Nick’s instructions,. we made contact with the officer to ask
whether the case could be resolved by the issuance of an FPN. The officer
refused to resolve the case by way of an FPN claiming that Nick had ‘refused’
one. Nick decided to enter a prompt guilty plea.
Nick was fined £300.
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ANALYSIS

19

Head 1: Right to Liberty

For the purposes of this report the relevant circumstances are provided for at Article
5(1)(e) which sets out that the lawful detention of persons for the prevention of the
spreading of infectious diseases constitute circumstances in which deprivation of
liberty is justified.

ECHR - ARTICLE 5 / Right to liberty and security
1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be deprived of his liberty save in the following cases and in accordance with a procedure prescribed by law:
(a) the lawful detention of a person after conviction by a competent court;
(b) the lawful arrest or detention of a person for non-compliance with
the lawful order of a court or in order to secure the fulfilment of any obligation
prescribed by law;
(c) the lawful arrest or detention of a person effected for the purpose of
bringing him before the competent legal authority on reasonable suspicion of
having committed an offence or when it is reasonably considered necessary to
prevent his committing an offence or fleeing after having done so;
(d) the detention of a minor by lawful order for the purpose of educational
supervision or his lawful detention for the purpose of bringing him before the
competent legal authority;
(e) the lawful detention of persons for the prevention of the spreading of infectious diseases, of persons of unsound mind, alcoholics or drug addicts or
vagrants;
(f) the lawful arrest or detention of a person to prevent his effecting an unauthorised entry into the country or of 20
a person against whom action is being
taken with a view to deportation or extradition.

Article 5 and/or Article 2
We should be wary, as Harris et al. note, that the protection against the deprivation
of liberty provided for under Article 5 applies in factual contexts that must be distinguished form those under which Article 2 of the fourth protocol ECHR (‘Article 2’)
apply. Restrictions upon freedom of movement are typically protected by Article 2, as
established in Austin and Others v UK ECHR-2012; 55 EHRR 39, while the “classic case
of detention in the sense of Article 5 occurs when a person is kept securely in a closed
prison” (p.294-3).
In Guzzardi v Italy A 39 (1980); 3 EHRR the Strasbourg Court established that when
determining whether a deprivation of liberty was to be considered under the protection
of Article 5 or of Article 2 the difference was one of degree and not of kind and that the
determinative criteria included such as “…type, duration, effects and manner of implementation of the measure in question” (ibid para 92).
While the Court established in NC v Italy 2002-X that uninterrupted house arrest constituted a deprivation of liberty under Article 5, by contrast in Raimondo v Italy A 281-A
(1994); 18 EHRR the court held that a man subject to an overnight curfew while also
being obliged to report to the police on a daily basis was not deprived of liberty. Taking
into account Guzzardi, the court distinguished situations where the individual was able
to “have a social life and maintain relations with the outside world” and where the curfew was not comparable to house arrest, to merely be a restriction on liberty of movement and certainly no breach of Article 5 (De Tommaso v Italy (hudoc) (2017)).

Article 5(1) in relation to CA 2020 and Regulation 6
The first issue to determine is whether powers of direction and removal provided for
under the CA 2020, and restrictions under Regulation 6 represent a deprivation of liberty under Article 5(1) or a restriction of movement under Article 2 of the fourth Protocol. Following the Court’s approach, the relevant factors as set out in Guzzardi shall be
considered.
Firstly, the type of restrictions provided for under the CA 2020, that is to direct and
remove a potentially infectious person, represent a total suspension of the individual’s
autonomy and liberty.
Restrictions on movement under Regulation 6 are similarly impactful, allowing an
21

individual to leave his house only where he has a “reasonable excuse”. These were
subsequently ‘loosened’ to permit an individual to leave his house to exercise and later
to allow essential or urgent public services and early years childcare, among other
activities. Notwithstanding these amendments, the type of restrictions imposed under
Regulation 6 remain significantly prohibitive.
Secondly, the duration is substantial, with PHOs and constables able to keep a person
at a place suitable for screening and assessment for 48 and 24 hours respectively,
with powers to extend these limits. The duration for which immigration officers may
keep an individual is a significantly shorter duration of three hours. In NC and Raimondo, the court distinguished between an uninterrupted 24-hour curfew and an overnight
curfew. Powers to direct and remove an individual for upwards of 24 hours arguably
hew more closely to NC deprivation of liberty under Article 5, while a duration of three
hours is likely to be considered more in line with a Raimondo restriction of movement
related to Article 2. Regulation 6 provided that the individual could not leave the confines of his home at any time unless on the very narrow grounds of having a ‘reasonable excuse’. These restrictions led to a deprivation of liberty arguably similar in duration to a NC uninterrupted curfew.
The effect of these measures upon whether the individual is able to have a social life
and maintain contact with the outside world is plainly substantial.

ECHR - ARTICLE 2 / Freedom of movement
1. Everyone lawfully within the territory of a State shall, within that territory,
have the right to liberty ofmovement and freedom to choose his residence.
2. Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.
3. No restrictions shall be placed on the exercise of these rights other than
such as are in accordance with law and are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, for themaintenance of
ordre public, for the prevention of crime, for the protection of health or morals,
or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.
4. The rights set forth in paragraph 1 may also be subject, in particular areas,
to restrictions imposed inaccordance with law and justified by the public inter22
est in a democratic society.

Article 5(1)(e) and preventing the spreading of infectious diseases
In Litwa v Poland 2000-III 289; EHRR the court established that a deprivation of liberty
is justified for the prevention of the spreading of infectious diseases where in order to
give the individual medical treatment or because of considerations dictated by social
policy. In Enhorn v Sweden 2005-I; 41 EHRR 633 the court held that “a predominant
reason why the Convention allows the persons mentioned in the in paragraph 1(e) of
Article 5 to be deprived of their liberty is not only that they are a danger to the public
safety but also that their own interests may necessitate their detention” (para 43). Harris et al. characterise the court’s approach as comprising two tests. Firstly, whether
the individual poses a danger to the health and safety of the public. Secondly, “whether
detention of the person infected is the last resort in order to prevent the spreading of
the disease” and whether less severe measures have been considered.
Whether a deprivation of liberty is justifiable to prevent the spread of Covid-19. The
final issue to consider is whether, allowing that a deprivation of liberty has taken place,
the circumstances are such that they constitute a case where an infringement of Article 5(1) is justified. SARS-CoV-2 is a highly contagious novel coronavirus which causes the respiratory disease Covid-19. The powers provided for under CA 2020 and the
restrictions imposed under Regulation 6 were enacted to prevent the spread of this
infectious disease, arguably consistent with the court’s finding in Litwa. And it is certainly arguable that it is in the interests of an individual who is potentially infected with
a respiratory disease to be directed to a place suitable for screening and assessment,
consistent with Enhorn and that the forcible removal of such a person may be the last
resort in order to prevent the spreading of the disease.
In conclusion, Article 5(1)(e) provides broad grounds upon which restrictive measures
which may infringe Article 5(1) are nonetheless justified in order to prevent the spread
of an infectious disease. The purpose of powers provided for under CA 2020 and the
restrictions under regulation 6 are designed to prevent the spread of Covid-19, and
though they may infringe Article 5(1) Strasbourg jurisprudence may support the argument that the measures are justified.

Conclusions
Potential conclusions to draw:
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Police stations and police forces are cautious of taking in too many people or persuing
too many cases too quickly because they are trying to learn to adhere to the new rules
themselves. This correlated with at least one of the interviews: police being zealous at
the beginning and then backing off again. The lack of information being willingly given
is potentially worrying and at least means we should be cautious of how much we can
effectively use this data.
Schedule 21 deals with the extension or use of powers relating to potentially infectious persons. The words ‘direct’ and ‘remove’ in paragraph 7(2) arguably mean ‘detain’
in practical terms, since 7(4)(b) clarifies that it is an offence to fail to comply with a
direction (without reasonable excuse), and to abscond if a person is removed. If the
relevant person is found to be guilty of an offence under the Act there will be liability of summary conviction to a fine of up to £1,000 (level 3) under paragraph 88(2).
Although paragraph 7(3) seems to limit the exercise of those powers, the scope is
extremely wide. The worry is that extreme actions can be justified as necessary and
proportionate for the protection of others or for maintaining public health, which is
likely to result in violations against individuals without much scrutiny or clear justification. The Schedule lacks appropriate safeguards against the subjective notion of what
is deemed ‘practicable’ and it leaves open the possibility for abuse if an officer named
in this schedule is not well-positioned to make the decisions required of them (given
that powers have been extended to community officers, immigration officials as well
as police forces). Discretion is emphasised in the College of Policing 13 May 2020
Guidance, which states that “officers’ judgement and discretion are key”, but what this
means in terms of a consistent and practical approach across the country is unclear.
Similar issues of potential misuse of law arise when considering (for example) changes to investigatory powers, the use of warrants and finger prints and DNA profiles
(s.22-24). Many find the retention of fingerprints and DNA without notice to be most
concerning because the state now holds private data of at risk individuals or groups
can use this for persecution purposes.
Potential abuses of power under (for example s.23 warrants and s.24 DNA use) in investigations that are ongoing by said potentially over zealous police officers. There is
space for a misuse of law, in this instance, as s.23 enables the timespan of an urgent
warrant to be varied at the request of the Investigatory Powers Commissioner. It presents the risk of intelligence and law enforcement agencies claiming warrants for less
serious crimes or matters that are not a big risk to National Security. So, there is also
a risk of incorrect application of warrants. In a similar abuse of power, the increased
retention of fingerprints and DNA without any notice or without opportunity for further
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parliamentary scrutiny (as allowed in s.24) not only extends the retention of private
data of individuals or groups at risk, it also enables (or increases the likelihood of enabling) state persecution of certain groups.
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PRACTITIONER INTERVIEW

M said that initially he saw around 5 cases involving more serious offences
(i.e. shoplifting) having a Covid-19 charged tacked on top by the police. He has
also been aware that in Coventry there has been quite a bit of furore on social
media regarding police intervention in things like BBQs, social gatherings etc
but this has not really translated into FPN. Another point is that he has not
seen as many cases in court as he would usually as there is a 'one in one out'
policy, so he is less aware of what is happening on a more general basis.

Head 2: Due process and fair trial

The recognition and enhancement of civil liberties and human rights, and their protections at a national and international level, are of vital importance for the effective rule
of law within free and open societies that operation on subjective rule of law principles.
The rule of law is only effective and resourceful if due process within the legal system is considered, including whether people have been afforded the right to a fair trial
within that system. No complete analysis of the restrictions put in place as a result of
Covid-19 will be complete without considering these guarantees.

Article 6 ECHR
Article 6(1) ECHR provides that “[i]n the determination of his civil rights and obligations
or of any criminal change against him, everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing
within a reasonable time by an independent and impartial tribunal established by law”.
The requirements of fairness imposed on states by Article 6 apply to both civil and
criminal matters and there is a general and overall obligation on the State to ensure
access to justice (Golder v United Kingdom [1975] 1 EHRR 524).

ECHR - ARTICLE 6 (1) / Right to a fair trial
1. In the determination of his civil rights and obligations or of any criminal charge
against him, everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and impartial tribunal established by law.
Judgment shall be pronounced publicly but the press and public may be
excluded from all or part of the trial in the interests of morals, public order or
national security in a democratic society, where the interests of juveniles
or the protection of the private life of the parties so require, or to the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances
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where publicity would prejudice the interests
of justice.

A limited right
The right to a court, including the general right of access to an effective judicial remedy, are not absolute. Article 6, much like Article 5(1) (above) is a limited right. There are
exceptional and non-mutually exclusive circumstances in which the state may lawfully deprive an individual of his right to a fair trial. In order to subject Article 6 rights to
any limitations, due consideration should be given to the access left to the individual.
Limitations should not restrict or reduce the access given to the individual in such a
way, or to such an extent, that the very essence of the right or issue they are disputing
in court is further impaired (Philis v Greece (No. 1)).
A limitation will not be compatible with Article 6(1) if it does not pursue a legitimate
aim and “if there is not a reasonable relationship of proportionality between the means
employed and the aims sought to be achieved” (ECHR Guide (Civil), 21). For instance,
the right to bring a civil claim before a court is one of the ‘universally recognised fundamental principles of law’, yet the RCHR does not consider Article 6 guarantees for
civil cases to be among the norms of jus cogens in the current state of international
law (Al-Dulimi and Montana Management Inc. v Switzerland).

The civil and criminal limbs of Article 6
The ECHR considers that the rights of persons under investigation for, or charged
with, a criminal offence require greater protection than the rights of parties to civil
proceedings. Whilst the civil limb of Article 6 rights is encompassed in Article 6(1),
standards applicable to criminal proceedings “[have] been laid down with particular
clarity and precision” (Moreira Ferreira v Portugal (No.2)). The specifics of the criminal
limb takes up the rest of Article 6, which states that, until proven guilty in accordance
with the law, everyone charged with a criminal offense should be presumed innocent.
The Article prescribes the details in regards of this right, which are noted here because they are all worth considering in light of CA 2020: to be informed of the nature
and cause of the accusation(s) against him in a language which he understands;
time to facilitate a defence; the ability to present a defence in person or through legal
assistance (given freely in the interest of justice if necessary); including to examine
witnesses and evidence; and to have the free assistance of an interpreter if needed.
In respect of both limbs, the right of access to a court for the purpose of Article 6 was
defined in Golder. With reference to the principles of the rule of law and the avoidance
of arbitrary power (which underlies the Convention in general), the Court held that the
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right of access to a court was an inherent aspect of the safeguards enshrined in Article 6. In other words, the right to a fair trial for both limbs is evident in the requirement
in Article 6(1) requires that litigants should have an effective judicial remedy.
There are potential differences in the scope and limitations of this right for the different limbs due to the less explicit nature of the right to bring civil cases to court. These
can be clarified in case law. The right of access to a court in a civil case, for example,
must be ‘practical and effective’ and for this access to be effective there must be a
clear opportunity for the individual bringing the claim to ‘challenge an act that is an
interference with his rights’ (Bellet v France, para 36). This is by no means close to the
prescriptive nature of the due process rights given by Article 6 in relation to criminal
cases and is up to a far more broad interpretation. A pertinent example in times of
economic distress is the distinction between Article 6(3)(c) guaranteeing the right to
free legal aid in criminal proceedings (subject to certain conditions), and Article 6(1)
which makes no such explicit reference for civil claims. Having said that, the right to
funding support can be seen as an implied right in civil claims, given the ECHR’s intention to safeguard the practical right to access a court. Article 6(1) may sometimes
compel the State to provide the assistance of a lawyer where such assistance proves
indispensable for the effective access to a court (Airey v Ireland [1979] 2 EHHR 305).

Pre-Covid development of Article 6
The ECtHR has developed its approach to Article 6 in line with modern moral and
ethical considerations, so that it reflects ‘the increased sensitivity of the public to the
fair administration of justice’ (Borgers v Belgium). Salduz v Turkey is among a set of
judgments that are arguably far reaching in the Courts attempts to strengthen governments commitments to the right to a fair trial. Salduz put greater emphasis on the
right for a person arrested to have a lawyer present at police stations and in response
the UK imposed tougher requirements (Cadder v HM Advocate).
In other respects, this country has previously lacked certain adequate provisions in
relation to Article 6. The Effective Criminal Defence in Europe Study (2010) reported
that England and Wales fell short of providing full disclosure to suspects during the investigation periods; suggested that more effective judicial oversight of bail and arrests
was needed; warned of cuts to legal aid; and suggested a review of the disclosure
obligations of those charged and defending themselves. The adequacy of advice and
assistance in the police station was an almost universal concern in all jurisdictions
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studied. All of these concerns will need to be reassessed in light of Covid-19 and the
governments Regulations to properly understand the impact the pandemic has had on
individuals Article 6 rights. Below, a few of the most pertinent issues are explained in
more detail.
It is clear from a number of recent cases that cuts to legal aid costs is a significant
issue to access to justice within both the criminal and civil limbs. The right of access
to justice has been implied by Article 6(1), yet Airey has not been interpreted to impose
an obligation on states to provide a legal aid scheme. Legal aid is merely one avenue
to access to justice and legal representation is not considered indispensable in all
cases. Where there are no particularly complicated points of law (in civil claims) then
a state is not compelled to provide a publicly funded lawyer (HH(Iran) v Secretary of
State for the Home Department [2008] EWCA Civ 504).
In Strasbourg, the most recently and most litigated requirement in Article 6 has been
the obligation on States to ensure that proceedings do not exceed ‘reasonable time’.
Reasonable time should be assessed on a case by case basis in order to determine
the importance of expedition. The ECHR has taken a strict approach to the delay in
child care cases for example (H v United Kingdom [1987] 10 EHHR 95). In criminal
cases, not only do Custody Time Limits (CTL) give considerable limitation to undue delay between an individual being charged with a crime and being tried for that offence
(as set out in s.22(3) Prosecution of Offences Act 1985) but the fundamentality of this
protection, in all but the most exceptional of circumstances was emphasised in Kalonji v Wood Green Crown Court[2007] EWHC 2084 (Admin), and restated in R (McAulay)
v Coventry Crown Court [2012] 1 WLR 2766. The Divisional Court held that the court’s
resources must be kept under review, and steps should be taken to address any shortfall in those resources. Such shortfalls would ‘rarely, if ever’ represent ‘good and sufficient cause’ to justify CTL’s. Any imposed restriction of Article 6 rights to a timely trial
must be considered in light of Article 13 and any effective remedy for excessive delay
in legal proceedings.

The UK’s criminal justice system pre-Covid
Prior to 2020 the UK’s criminal justice system was struggling from cuts and capacity challenges. The progress and limitations to Article 6 rights before the pandemic
should be borne in mind by anyone assessing the ways in which CA 2020 has potentially limited Article 6 rights. Some rights potentially affected by CA 2020 will in29

evitably encompass both civil and criminal matters, though at very least, it is clear
that Covid-19 will have more of an impact on the criminal limb of Article 6 as a result
of the backlog of criminal cases (>40,000) and the issues already found embedded
in the country’s criminal justice system. Many interviewee’s were keen to point out
to students their frustration at HMCTs’ reduction of the number of sitting days for
judges over the past few years, in order to save money. Recorders are also not being
effectively engaged in the court appointed work they were selected for. Staffing levels,
alongside the selling of HMCTs buildings and court rooms, are noted for impacting the
level of the delay and backlog in the justice system pre-Covid.

Does CA 2020 engage Article 6: fairness and proportional limitations
Considering the proportionality test applicable in Article 6 and the insinuation of providing ‘practical and effective’ access, the fact that the UK did not register any derogation from the ECHR under Article 15 could bring about the argument that the public
health crisis is not one that threatens the ‘life of the nation’. The fact that CA 2020
stands alone as a piece of legislation is welcoming in the sense that it is clear that it
covers Covid-19 related issues only. However, failure to effectively use the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 might also be relevant in determining the proportionality of the
Regulations. Parliament’s Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs Committee
noted that CA 20202 ‘does not include the same strength of safeguards as the Civil
Contingencies Act’.
The proportionality test has been developed through principles of international law,
developed and adapted for the purpose of dealing with the likes of a public health
crisis, in circumstances where any restrictions put in place are likely to impact upon
a range of different rights and freedoms. These principles require that restrictions
should, at minimum, be:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carried out in accordance to the law
Directed towards a legitimate objective
Strictly necessary in a democratic society to achieve the objective
The least intrusive and restrictive available to reach the objective
Based on scientific evidence and neither arbitrary nor discriminatory in application
Of limited duration, respectful of human dignity, and subject to review.

Put simply, a restriction impacting upon fundamental freedoms is unlikely to be pro30

portionate if a less restrictive method could have been attained ‘equally well by measures that were less restrictive of a fundamental freedom’ (R (Lumdson and Others)
v Legal Services Board, para 66). Any court evaluating the Regulations could find it
unavoidable to assess the impact of the restrictions on rights and freedoms encompassed in Article 6 without taking into account the scientific evidence relied upon by
the government to justify their implementation in the first place. A considered limitation will not be compatible with Article 6(1) if it does not pursue a legitimate aim; if
there is not a reasonable relationship of proportionality between the means employed
and the aims sought to be achieved. What might prove difficult is identifying these
aims in a time of crisis, or in fact, determining what the primary aims are.

CA 2020 - practical solutions to uphold the elements of Article 6?
Considering the test of fair and proportional measures that might be applied in a court
room, the below sets out the ways in which CA 2020 addresses due process and the
right to a fair trial. The research suggests that limitations to Article 6 (particularly in
terms of time, access to courts through costs and legal representation, and general
fairness and welfare considerations) will have to be based on a case by case analysis
because it becomes evident that CA 2020’s restrictions are not wholeheartedly restrictive, but arguably consequentially restrictive as a result of practical limitations(?)
Justice done in an appropriate time frame is an essential element of Article 6 in respect of both criminal and civil claims. General issues have arisen over the balancing
act of ensuring justice is delivered in a timely manner, and ensuring there is no limitation to an individual’s access to justice as a result of trial expedition through technology (effective implementation and use of such technology will be explored below).
Courts have had no choice but to delay hearings during times of lockdown. Criminal
courts (in particular) were undoubtedly not equipped to dealing with social distancing
measures. Drastic adaptations were needed to ensure the continued administration of
justice. As a result of the courts having had no choice but to delay hearings because
of the uncertainty surrounding the pandemic and ongoing changing regulations, many
defendants have already been left waiting over a year for their trials to begin. No doubt
this is a source of frustration for both victims and defendants. There is a significant
potential infringement to rights to a fair trial through timely delivery and the presumption of innocence where Custody Time Limits (CTL’s) arise in criminal proceedings.
Legal professionals reported that custody time limits have been routinely extended as
a result of trials being delayed for an indeterminant time. To put it simply, legally inno31

cent people are spending longer in jail because of the pandemic.

PRACTITIONER INTERVIEW – DUTY SOLICITOR

The statutory presumption for bail (Bail Act 1976, s.4) applies in all but the most serious of cases (murder, manslaughter etc.). In light of the global pandemic, objection
to bail on the grounds that the defendant will commit further offences (a common
objection) is likely to be weaker during periods of time where the country faces overarching lockdown restrictions. Plainly, there will be less opportunity to offend. Grounds
for refusing bail for welfare are also unlikely to be accepted because of the current
conditions in the prison estate. In April, the Lord Chief Justice encouraged the judiciary to take into consideration the current conditions for those residing in the prison
estate (R v Manning [2020] EWCA Crim 592, para 41): “Judges and Magistrates can…,
and in our judgment should, keep in mind that the impact of custodial sentence is
likely to be heavier during the current emergency than it would otherwise be. Those in
custody are, for example, confined to their cells for much longer periods of time than
would otherwise be the case – currently 23 hours a day. They are unable to receive
visits.” Again, it is possible that the use of and advancement in technology within the
justice system as a whole over the past 9 months has potentially proven to help mitigate some of these issues, though they cannot/have not gone so far as to completely
alleviate the potential infringement of Article 6 by way of timely justice. Paragraph 42
of Manning urges judges to consider suspended sentences where they feel a custodial
sentence is absolutely necessary.

In June 2020, our student Anant asked Miss F, a duty solicitor, about her
experiences to date with the interpretation and enforcement of coronavirus-related legislation.
Miss F noted the largest change appeared to be fast-tracking technological
integration with police stations on Microsoft Teams and ad hoc other systems depending on area. She praised this trend for its organisational capability, noting that although virtual courts were piloted a few years ago, there
has been little uptake professionally. Turning to who was being imprisoned
during the lockdown, Miss F noted that police officers were dissuaded from
making non-essential arrests for public health considerations. Detained
individuals were being told to return on a set date for minor offences.
More recently, however, charging has increased. Miss F had 10 calls in a
recent duty, far beyond the usual number. The charges she sees are largely
not under coronavirus legislation, although police are seeing government
guidance is no longer adhered to very closely.
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Presumption of innocence
S.53-57 CA 2020 deals with changes (including the increased use of technology) that
the UK have implemented under this head of analysis. The general presumption of innocence that is found in Article 6, might come into question where there is significant
delay to hearings. In other words, when someone is incarcerated awaiting trial, for longer than their sentence would be, or when someone is incarcerated for such a significant length of time that their life, work, relationships and general wellbeing (particularly given the current, strict, prison regulations) may be so effected that if they are then
found ‘Not Guilty’ and are released, they would not be able to return to ‘normal life’ with
ease or without economic, social or mental struggle. Even after lockdown restrictions
eased across the country over the summer months, no court of law has yet to be
able to return to ‘business as usual’ (Fair Trials survey), with reduced capacity in court
rooms still being the norm, in order to accommodate social distancing requirements.
Many trials have gone ahead at some of the largest criminal court centres across the
country throughout this pandemic. However, not all court rooms were being used for a
long time. As few as three of the 18 court rooms at the Old Bailey were reportedly being used at the time of Mr N’s interview with students (05 June 2020). Liverpool Crown
Court has (as of September) installed Perspex screens to separate jury members
from each other without having to accommodate the 2-metre rule. Such provisions
are being installed in a number of court rooms over the coming months, including the
other large centres such as the Central Criminal Court in London. Until that has been
completed in every court room however, trials are continuing to take up more space
than usual. A socially distanced jury cannot fit in a ‘normal’ jury deliberation room,
and therefore they are assigned a court room of their own to space out in. Cases with
more than two defendants in custody or a significant number of legal professionals
that need to be present each day have been assigned ‘overflow’ courts (i.e. a second
court room) so that working professionals can perform their duties safely, and so that
the court’s dock is not unnecessarily crowded. The swift advancement of technology
has again aided the continuation of trials by connecting courtrooms together through
live stream. Pre-pandemic, there were only a small number of exceptional circumstances in which court rooms would be connected in this way; cases with a significant
press interest, for example. Court’s like the Central Criminal Court, where the building
and the staff are equip to deal with the largest cases with the most press interest
attached to them, used to have one designated and permanent conference room or
old court room set up for the occasional case where press and public might need to
overspill into a second room.
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It has no doubt not been a small or cheap task to equip almost all court rooms with
these provisions so quickly. Nor indeed to constantly alter and change these provisions to accommodate trials of different sizes across different a variation and number
of rooms. Significant changes like these give rise to teething problems, to the detriment of the defendants, victims, and professionals involved in these early trials, as the
courts try to work out how to balance the right to a fair and timely trial, with the practical limitations of conducting a trial during this pandemic. In general, changes include
the use of technology in court proceedings should be seen in a positive light because
it enables to justice system to keep operating to a certain level, no matter the level of
lockdown.
Interviews of legal professional’s experiences of meeting clients, receiving instructions
and advising in police stations are revealing. There practical issues here that technology has often not been able to solve. Again, in some circumstances it has been those
that are accused of criminal activity at the beginning of the crisis that have fallen
victim to CA 2020 limitations that are still being ironed out. For instance, many have
reported finding it difficult to build up rapport with clients via video link, and it is unnatural to do so via telephone. Occassionally, interviewees complained of not being able
to have confidential meetings with their clients because the only accessible technology at the police station is in communal areas. The alternative, in order to provide proper access to justice and protection from unfair process through lack of representation,
is to put the legal professionals at risk; given that most reported experiencing at least
one police station they visited that had failed to (at least) consistently stick to appropriate social distancing measures.
In short, suspects in police custody are struggling to obtain the legal help they need at
a time when they are most vulnerable to abuses.
It is particularly clear from Anant and Meagan’s interview with Mr F (2 September
2020) that ‘the major controversial theme was the variability between police stations’
readiness for observing standard protocols in a social distancing context, and for their
ability to make-fast technology changes’. Mr F observed that when interviewing clients, outcome quality differed depending on the location of the room being used, and
the laptop chosen: when everything works, distance interviews went well; when something goes wrong, however, ‘it leaves a bitter taste in your mouth’. Unfortunately, Mr F,
much like other interviewee’s was not able to comment on how his clients feel about
the current and developing situation, because his most recent cases have not involved
much follow up, or were disposed of as No Further Action. This might be related to the
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He notes that PPE was a big concern where activities took place in court.
Parties are now being issued with gloves and masks where relevant after
cross-disciplinary efforts, including from the Law Society and the police.
Most significantly, Mr M commented on the use of technology. His firm have
been finding remote interviews and remote cases difficult, especially those
cases involving vulnerable people. Cases with non-literacy, mutism and dementia were mentioned. Mr M can go through an entire case without working
face-to-face with his client, which poses new big challenges. He noted that the
Law Society and HMCTS were working hard to try to make sure people aren’t
being left behind by new technology, and he has been impressed to see the
courts are moving forwards so rapidly in terms of technology. He called it ’10
years of changes that had otherwise been held back by bureaucratic inertia’.
Mr M gave Danny a reminder that this applies not just to courts, but also to
the NHS, where hospitals need to upgrade their technology rapidly to facilitate
legal needs, such as video conferencing for patients needing advocacy.
Finally, in terms of the case work that he is seeing go through the courts, he
notes that the courts are prioritising Covid-19 and time-limited Mental Health
cases (such as s.2 MHA assessments, which are still within 7 days).
Mr M said that sentencing for Coronavirus-related crimes has been the full
sentence where there is a malicious intent, giving the example of a case involving spitting which led to the maximum sentence of 6 months custody. He
thought the Judges were seeking to make examples of people who do this.

PRACTITIONER INTERVIEW – DUTY SOLICITOR

Danny Moules interviewed Mr M. He makes many observation on the zealous
nature of the police in their enforcement of regulations, especially towards the
homeless, and especially towards the beginning of the lockdown period. He
gave an example of one homeless client who received Covid-19 fixed penalties
almost immediately upon the new law coming into force. The party had moved
their tent shortly prior to the change in the law and was thus cut off from their
normal support network. These FPNs are being challenged. He comments that
they are getting much better as time goes on, particularly having better regard
to working with all parties involved in the incident. The initial cases are being
challenged accordingly.

arrest quality, particularly at the beginning of the first lockdown.
Mr F’s experience of remote courts has been minimal, though he felt that being present in court may get his case dealt with earlier than if he were attending remotely.
In the latter case, he explains, solicitors are not sure when their cases will be called.
Being online puts them in siloes, so they lack awareness of any court queues or logistics and they cannot query officers for these details so readily. Mr F noted the
inefficiency of consulting clients at 9:30am, then waiting until 3pm in a virtual waiting
room without warning. He finds it challenging to be tied to his laptop for an extended
period and being unable to move forwards with his workload. Mr F’s comments here
regarding productivity should be balanced very carefully against the practical risks of
physically attending a court centre during a public health crisis, when many (including
Mr F) report inconsistencies and gaps in safety protections by police, HMCTS as others. Which is more derogative or dangerous might well be up to individual, subjective
interpretation.
A short point could be made about the thought process behind Nightingale and/or
diplock courts. Though Diplock courts have not been implemented, and many of the
nightingale courts have not been used to capacity (and by any event, many contracts
for the extra square footage run out as early as March 2021), we should be wary that
in certain circumstances the Regulations allow for matters that would have usually
required a jury to proceed with a judge only. S.32, for example, concerns deaths in
custody from natural illness in Northern Ireland. The coroner may proceed to hold or
continue to hold an inquest without a jury if an inquest is required under s39(2) of the
Prison Act (Northern Ireland) 1953, or it appears to the coroner that the death was
caused by a natural illness. In other words, in the event that a prisoner dies as a result of Covid-19 the coroner does not have to hold an inquest into their death with a
jury. Without the presence of a jury, the relatives of the deceased prisoner will have to
rely on the coroner’s determination of the cause of death. For a disease as currently
unknown and also multi-symptomatic as SARS-CoV-2, this might lead to incorrect
decisions and mistakes being made, that might have been spotted or at least talked
through by a pool of people, rather than a single Judge. There is a risk of abuse of
power. There is also a practical risk that the cause of death of the prisoners will not be
registered accurately. Incorrect justice is arguably as detrimental to loved ones and
the reputation of the justice system as no justice. Students suggest that there might
well also be some fear that Covid-19 will be used as a blanket to cover or conceal prison deaths that were caused by negligence and other avoidable causes; thus preventing investigations and reforms that would prevent the issues from reoccurring.
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Conclusions
In general, changes to include the use of technology (video link hearings and the like)
in court proceedings is a good thing to keep the justice system operating to some
extent, no matter the level of lockdown (s.53-57). However, this provision could give
rise to significant fair trial issues. What happens when a defendant or witness is in
their home with a bad internet connection? Who is checking on the welfare and wellbeing of these participants to support them through the trial process? What happens
if they don’t speak English, or even are not capable of, or good at using technology?
And how about adequate access to documents? The speed in which this technology
has been introduced into the court system results in a lack of oversight and testing.
Wrinkles are being ironed out during the course of trials and issues that might have
been considered more thoroughly given time, might only be highlighted as a result of
someone’s unintentional suffering.
Schedules 23-27 highlight the threat of a ‘two-tier’ justice system as a result of rushed
technology and limited funding, arguably might result in higher civil courts being
transformed successfully (in the long run) whilst lower courts (and notably family
courts) cannot keep pace. This is to say nothing, also, of unrepresented individuals,
or those involved in sensitive cases, who may become ‘digitally excluded’ if this is the
main route forwards for courts in the long term. Research by the University of Surrey
and Sussex suggests that the use of video links could be damaging. They found that
defendants involved in video hearings were less likely to have legal representation,
less likely to be engaged in the hearing and the outcome, and problems arose around
lawyer-client confidentiality.
Additionally, a short point should be made about public access to court proceedings,
given that we are broadly concerned with the principle of open justice. Similar digital exclusion is notable and virtual formats (and the difficulties that have been seen/
raised in obtaining access to these hearings from the public and media entities) raise
concerns about the justice systems accountability. Justice should (for the most part)
not be conducted behind closed doors in this way.
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Head 3: Freedom of expression

ECHR - ARTICLE 10 / Freedom of expression
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include
freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas
without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers. This
Article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of broadcasting,
television or cinema enterprises.
2. The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or
penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society, in
the interests of national security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the
prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for
the protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure
of information received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and
impartiality of the judiciary.

ECHR - ARTICLE 11 / Freedom of assembly and association
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and to freedom of association with others, including the right to form and to join trade unions for the
protection of his interests.
2. No restrictions shall be placed on the exercise of these rights other than such
as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the
interests of national security or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or
crime, for the protection of health or morals or for the protection of the rights
and freedoms of others. This Article shall not prevent the imposition of
lawful restrictions on the exercise of these rights by members of the
armed forces, of the police or of the administration of the State.
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Interference with political rights of association and assembly, which is one of the ‘paramount values of a democratic society’ (Stankov v Bulgaria [2007] ECHR 582). Arguably particularly serious by some because of the limited Parliamentary scrutiny of the
Regulations in general, which in turn places a potentially unreasonable impediment
upon any chance of a mobilised opposition to such an infringement on rights?
Schedule 22 contains details about public gatherings, openings of premises and
public events. In England this gives the Secretary of State powers to issue direction to
disperse/ban public gatherings, events and premises in the country by making a ‘declaration of threat to public health’ (paragraph 3(1)), which will trigger a ‘public health
response period’ (paragraph 3(5). This period will end on the revocation of said declaration by the Secretary of State (through e.g. online publication paragraph 3(3)).

Conclusions
Students concluded that (particularly in relation to Schedule 22) the legal provisions
around the lockdown are vague, especially the definition of what amounts to a ‘reasonable excuse’. Discrepancies between the Prime Minister’s statements and black-letter
law has confused police officers, with almost all fines issued under these provisions
deemed ‘unlawful’. It should be remembered that for miscarriages of justice there is
no route of refusal to pay fines without risking the possibility of prosecution, given the
limited court availability discussed above.
There seems to be a specific intention with the CA 2020, to get around the shorter
timescales and more prescriptive nature of (for example) the Civil Contingencies Act
2004 and the Public Health Act 1984. Many of the measures imposed to delay and
slow the virus, could have been done without the need for the CA 2020, though they
may have only been imposed for a 30 day period, under the older acts. Schedule 22
highlights the difficulties the government have had in imposing limitations under the
3rd Head. Legal provisions around gatherings are vague and the definition of what
amounts to ‘reasonable excuse’ or other exemptions have varied between Prime Minister Statements and black letter law, resulting in a confused police force and almost
all(?) fines issued under these provisions deemed ‘unlawful’. For miscarriages of
justice, there is no route of refusal to pay fines without risking the possibility of prosecution, given the limited availability of courts still.
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Head 4: Derogation time limits

Article 15 is a derogation clause, meaning that it can be used by states in exceptional
circumstances to justify the possibility of that state derogating from their obligations
to uphold certain individual rights and freedoms under the ECHR. Article 15 provides
that they can only do this in a limited and supervised way: 15(2) protects certain fundamental rights from any derogation (such as Article 2), and 15(3) sets out the procedural requirements that states must follow, if they wish to derogate from the ECHR
rights and freedoms in any way.
There are three conditions that Article 15(1) sets out as valid reasons for derogation.
When considering any conclusions about whether CA 2020 has infringed civil liberties, we need to weigh up the validity of any derogation under these three conditions.
Firstly, derogation must only happen in a time of war or other public emergency threatening the life of the nation. Note that we have already considered this point in respect
of due process and fair trials above when we considered proportional limitations. It is
clear we might want to ask the question of how serious the impact of the pandemic is

ECHR - ARTICLE 15 / Derogation in time of emergency
1. In time of war or other public emergency threatening the life of the nation any
High Contracting Party may take measures derogating from its obligations under [the] Convention to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with its other obligations
under international law.
2. No derogation from Article 2, except in respect of deaths resulting from lawful
acts of war, or from Articles 3, 4 (§ 1) and 7 shall be made under this provision.
3. Any High Contracting Party availing itself of this right of derogation shall keep
the Secretary General of the Council of Europe fully informed of the measures
which it has taken and the reasons therefore. It shall also inform the Secretary
General of the Council of Europe when
40such measures have ceased to operate
and the provisions of the Convention are again being fully executed.

(in the eyes of the government), in the context of legislative implementation, given that
they have not declared it a state of emergency threating the life of the nation.
Lawless v Ireland (No.3), 1 July 1961, Series A, paragraph 28, makes it clear that this
clause refers to “an exceptional situation of crisis or emergency which affects the
whole population and constitutes a threat to the organised life of the community of
which the State is composed”. The emergency should be actual and imminent. It is
important to note that ECHR caselaw has not explicitly incorporated the requirement
that the emergency be temporary. It is reasonably possible for a public emergency
within the meaning of Article 15 to last for a number of years ( for example consider
Northern Ireland security - Ireland v the United Kingdom, 18 January 1978, Series A no.
25 – or the aftermath of al-Quaeda attacks in the US – A and Others v the United Kingdom [GC] no. 3455/05 ECHR 2009). However, paragraph 177 of A and Others makes it
clear that decisions to derogate have to primarily be based on an assessment of the
facts known at the time of derogation.
Secondly, the measures taken in response to the public emergency must not go beyond the requirements of the situation. In other words, a state does not have an unlimited power to restrict the rights of its citizens and the Court has the power to rule on
whether the states have gone beyond the restrictions necessary in the emergency or
not. In making such a decision, the Court will need to consider the nature of the rights
affected by the derogation and the circumstances leading to, and the duration of, the
emergency situation (Brannigan and McBride v the United Kingdom). In the context
of the CA 2020, if the ECHR were ever to look at it, the Court would have to weigh up
whether, for example, ordinary laws were not sufficient, whether the restrictions were
a genuine response and whether they were used for the purpose they were granted.
Perhaps significantly, the Court might also consider whether the need for derogation
was kept under review and whether the measures were subject to safeguards. A and
Others makes clear that the proportionality of the measures should be considered,
and one might also conclude that it is important to consider which right is being derogated from, and the broader judicial control over interference with that particular right
in the UK.
Thirdly and generally, the derogative measures implemented by the State must not be
inconsistent with any other obligations under international law.
The general practice for a derogating state is not for it to state that it will not be able
to guarantee the right(s), but that the measures it needs to put in place ‘may’ involve
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a derogation. When deciding whether individual liberty has been infringed, the Court
will first have to examine whether the measures taken can be justified under the other
substantive articles of the Convention (as we have explored above). Only if the Court
cannot be satisfied that the derogation was justified, will it then go on to determine
whether the derogation was valid or invalid (A and Others v the United Kingdom, para
161).

Article 15 in the context of CA 2020
Proportionate measures and possible justifications for derogating from certain Articles have been identified by students in the analysis above. However, we should remember that the UK has not yet declared the country in a state of public emergency
under Article 15. Therefore we also need to assess the CA 2020 in light of its own
limiting measures. The conclusions to the possible infringements on individual liberties should be looked at in this context, to provide a true and accurate assessment of
proportional restrictions.
We should look to the end of CA 2020, to provide greater context to any specific conclusions as to the scope and longevity of the Act. From s.88 onwards the Act deals
with the lifespan of the act, any amendments, suspensions and revivals of individual
sections (except measures listed in ss.6).
The first thing to note is the expiry date in s.89: March 2022. There are very significant powers which in non-Covid times would ordinarily amount to a controversial
expansion of state power. Some have argued for a shorter timescale, or the option to
trigger a shorter extension period, for example, changing the extension from up to six
months, to up to three months. There is also an argument that the guidelines in the
Civil Contingencies Act 2004 should be followed, i.e. having a 30 day renewal period
instead. However, s.90 does provide for altering expiry to an earlier date, while s.98
requires a review of the provisions every six months, if any provisions are extended.
Similar to the analysis of Article 6, the general principles of fairness and proportionality might more generally be useful and applicable to derogation as a whole. A practical
exercise of assessing CA 2020 in relation to each of these principles, as considered in
international case law, might be a good starting point to assessing the UK’s effective/
ineffective consideration of proportional limitation. These general principles would see
the CA 2020 be:
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Carried out in accordance to the law
Directed towards a legitimate objective
Strictly necessary in a democratic society to achieve the objective
The least intrusive and restrictive available to reach the objective
Based on scientific evidence and neither arbitrary nor discriminatory in application
Of limited duration, respectful of human dignity, and subject to review.

Conclusions
We should be wary of s.88 CA 2020 and its power to suspend and revive provisions of
the Act. Different regulations can be suspended or revived in different geographical areas (though many measures listed in s6 are exempt from this). Students were correct
to warn of the potential for different impacts on civil liberties in different geographical
areas, if and when ‘local-lockdowns’ happened. This section aligns with the government’s forethought of potential future local lockdowns when they wrote the CA 2020,
but we should remember that there is no provision for scrutiny of these arrangements.
Additionally, there could be logistical and motivational problems in terms of consistency of approach.
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Head 5: General observations

There many different aspects of the Government’s response to Covid-19, however
not all of them are commented on here because the students did not identify significant potential infringements to civil liberties. The areas identified below, the students
suggest, should not be forgotten in the civil liberties context, and they identify some
reasons why this might be the case here.

Statutory Sick Pay
S. 41 (Stat. sick pay): ‘or any other person specified in the regulations as that guidance
or other document is amended from time to time.” is problematic. Students suggest
amending to: Subsection 4(A) contains Regulations under subsection (4) may make
provision about whether an employee is deemed to be incapable (as referred to in that
subsection) in relation to severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 by reference to guidance or any other document published by Public Health England, NHS
National Services Scotland, the Public Health Wales National Health Service Trust ‘or
any other person specified in the regulations as that guidance’. Similar amendments
should be considered under s.44 as well.

Voting
S.59 (voting): The suggestion has been that electronic and/or postal voting is used in
some instances, instead of postponing all elections. given that delays until May 2021
means multiple polls will be occurring at the same time; (for example) London Mayor, London Assembly, English Councils, Police and Crime Commissioner. Research
has suggested that councils running just one election have displayed higher levels of
performance, in comparison to those who have held multiple elections at the same
time. Students also noted that South Korea (for instance) still allowed elections to
take place, so long as voters respected social distancing rules and wore face masks
at polling stations. A comparison between citizens behaviour and responses to social
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distancing and face covering guidance should be undertaken in order to establish
whether, in a country built on human rights and extensive freedom of liberties, this is
a practical solution. An electronic voting system modelling that of (e.g.) United Arab
Emirates (who implemented 100 percent electronic voting for their 2011 elections
using Direct Recording Electronic Voting Machines) may even ensure an increased or
at least sustained voter turnout.
Many have argued that the powers imposed by the government in CA 2020 (for example) are arbitrary and unfair, unless or until the government fulfil their side of the deal;
until the government partake in adequate testing, contact tracing, and proven protection of persons through effective quarantines and public health guidance. Whether any
of these can be assessed in an objective manner moving forwards is up for discussion
and most likely depends on individual opinion on the necessity of each of these provisions in comparison to that persons feelings towards the civil liberties that they find
are currently prohibited or restricted, in accordance with their lifestyle and day to day
activities. Regardless, the first step (and in any event an important exercise to carry
out) is to look at the legislative restrictions that have been imposed and the research
and analysis conducted by students highlights some issues with the legislative response to SARS CoV-2. Do the powers repeat the mistakes of (e.g.) the 1947 Health
Act by lacking or restricting the right of appeal or judicial oversight?
It is also worth noting that Parliament’s Public Administration and Constitutional
Affairs Committee: CA 2020 ‘does not include the same strength of safeguards as the
Civil Contingencies Act 2004. The Committee recommended that in future if bespoke
emergency legislation is passed it should be given safeguards equivalent to those
contained in the Civil Contingencies Act, such as regular renewal of powers’.
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CONCLUSIONS
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Individual student conclusions

Under sections 2-9 students concluded that ‘best possible level of care’ (s.2) was indicative of the government allowing, at some point, for the NHS to be so overwhelmed
that it would be unable to provide an acceptable and adequate level of care to many.
This is concerning. The state has a positive duty to patients, though it is understandable that a slightly more risky level of care (e.g. provided by final year student doctors
and nurses) is better than no care because of staffing issues. The same might be said
of the mental health provisions (s.10) and local authority care and support (s.15), and
due consideration has been appropriately made regarding pension schemes (s.45-47).

The disapplication of DBS checks for Health and Social Care workers (Wales) and the
general changes to the provisions towards local governments could give way to a
‘slippery slope’ of requirements of local governments (s.6; schedule 5). The two year
time period of this legislation becomes relevant here in that there is a risk that if the
public health crisis becomes less acute during this period, local authorities may be
tempted to continue to use these powers to selectively provide care, when they should
be providing care to everyone. Similarly, any extension to the CA 2020 may result in an
acute level of mistreatment towards certain groups within each local authority’s area,
even if unintentionally. There may well be similar knock on effects of the postponements of elections (s.59-70), if citizens of the area in question become aware of, or
consider that an elected official is misusing powers or misdirecting provisions under
the CA 2020 or beyond. There is precedent for this delay as local English elections
were postponed in 2001 due to the Foot and Mouth disease. However, concerns have
been raised about society being unable to use their democratic voice and shape public
policy at an unprecedented time.

In terms of the second Head (due process and the right to a fair trial), s.53-57 deals
with changes that the UK have implemented. In general, changes to include the use
of technology (video link hearings and the like) in court proceedings is a good thing
to keep the justice system operating to some extent, no matter the level of lockdown.
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However, this provision could give rise to significant fair trial issues. What happens
when a defendant or witness is in their home with a bad internet connection? Who is
checking on the welfare and wellbeing of these participants to support them through
the trial process? What happens if they don’t speak English, or even are not capable
of, or good at using technology? And how about adequate access to documents? The
speed in which this technology has been introduced into the court system results in a
lack of oversight and testing. Wrinkles are being ironed out during the course of trials
and issues that might have been considered more thoroughly given time, might only
be highlighted as a result of someone’s unintentional suffering.

Schedules 23-27 highlight the threat of a ‘two-tier’ justice system as a result of rushed
technology and limited funding, arguably might result in higher civil courts being
transformed successfully (in the long run) whilst lower courts (and notably family
courts) cannot keep pace. This is to say nothing, also, of unrepresented individuals,
or those involved in sensitive cases ,who may become ‘digitally excluded’ if this is the
main route forwards for courts in the long term. Research by the University of Surrey
and Sussex suggests that the use of video links could be damaging. They found that
defendants involved in video hearings were less likely to have legal representation,
less likely to be engaged in the hearing and the outcome, and problems arose around
lawyer-client confidentiality.

The main observation under the third Head (freedom of expression, assembly and to
protest) is that there seems to be a specific intention with the CA 2020, to get around
the shorter timescales and more prescriptive nature of (for example) the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 and the Public Health Act 1984. Many of the measures imposed
to delay and slow the virus, could have been done without the need for the CA 2020,
though they may have only been imposed for a 30 day period, under the older acts.
Schedule 22 highlights the difficulties the government have had in imposing limitations under the 3rd Head. Legal provisions around gatherings are vague and the definition of what amounts to ‘reasonable excuse’ or other exemptions have varied between
Prime Minister Statements and black letter law, resulting in a confused police force
and almost all(?) fines issued under these provisions deemed ‘unlawful’. For miscarriages of justice, there is no route of refusal to pay fines without risking the possibility
of prosecution, given the limited availability of courts still.
In terms of other issues, the CA 2020 highlights the importance of government scru48

tiny and the difficulties of governing by Statutory Instruments. Statutory Instruments
have attracted a heightened public and political profile over the last six months because people have started to become acutely aware of these controversial coronavirus-related regulations that have been implemented without parliament having to
pass a new act. The political salience and the everyday impact of the regulations and
legislation can be mismatch, and there is no opportunity for nuances to be ironed out
through parliamentary scrutiny. The coronavirus regulations are negative Statutory
Instruments, meaning they do not require parliamentary approval and are only in the
most exceptional circumstances opened to debate, and only then if the government
provides time. Regulations that have a damning effect on an individual’s liberty, such
as the most recent extension of permissible pre-trial custody by 56 days (in an attempt to address the backlog in the courts), are not subject to scrutiny or debate
before they come into force. Some regulations are subject to the ‘made affirmative’
process in which they are law before being scrutinised, but do at least require retrospective parliamentary approval. Others, however, are being made using the urgent
power in the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984; and are therefore subject to
very little constraint or oversight. The Hansard Society and a range of parliamentary
committees have long recommended reforms to address the process of parliamentary scrutiny: ‘there is no lack of ideas to improve the system; what has been lacking is
political will.’ (Ruth Fox, Director of the Hansard Society, Prospect Magazine)
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Report conclusions

Firstly, it is important to acknowledge the dedication and hard work of legal professionals and students that have volunteered their time to studies like this one, in order to help work out if the nation’s civil liberties, rights and freedoms are really being
adequately considered in light of the current global crisis. Through our research and
analysis we have set out some of the ways in which the human rights jurisprudence
may be engaged by the regulations. However, the deference which is paid to national
legislation when interpreting human rights treaties, coupled with the circumstances
of a global pandemic, will make it difficult to enforce civil liberties through the human
rights framework, principally because the rights set out in the ECHR are limited and
subject to derogation.
The Covid-19 pandemic has seen unprecedented changes to the way that law is
created and enforced. Regulations have been published shortly before coming into
force, giving people little time to adjust their lives to meet the new requirements. Life
events have been shaped by the rapid evolution of the law. This presents significant
challenges for our civil liberties as well as our principles of open justice. Very generally,
we should remember that any assessment of the regulations should be considered
in light of proportionality and the definition of ‘reasonable excuse’ (Schedule 22). We
should be wary of speculating about the impact of any of the regulations on our civil
liberties beyond the time limit as it is explained in s.88 CA 2020, particularly in light of
the immediacy of any of the protective and progressive measures the government has
tried to implement over the course of 2020.
We have identified how the pandemic is leading to increased issues in many areas of
police conduct, inside and outside police stations. Police forces seem to have been hit
with various waves of policy from pursuing too many Covid-related cases too quickly, to being overtly conscious of the effects of taking too many people into custody
too quickly – particularly at a time when they are learning to adhere to the new rules
themselves. The pandemic is also leading to an increased focus on video court hearings and police station conferences. It is exciting rapid progression of technological
advancements across the justice system that were much needed. However such swift
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changes have lead to issues with ‘developing a rapport’ with clients, risks to defendants feeling poorly represented, and a limitation to the number of persons that might
be able to access the justice system.
It is evident that there are many practical issues with any nation trying to continue to
give access to some of the fundamental areas of ‘normal life’ to its citizens. It is also
clear that many progressive and rapid steps are being made in areas like the justice
system to ensure that access to justice, due process and the right to a fair trial can be
upheld, as much as is reasonably practicable. However, concerns can still be raised
over the lack of Nightingale or Blackstone courts, lack of adequate PPE in the health
and care sector, that we still see hindering the work, livelihoods and rights of citizens
across the UK. The ultimate question is likely to be whether the government has in
fact done enough.
There are potential abuses throughout the Regulations that the students identified, under various heads, because of an overly broad or overly tight scope to that particular
regulation, or as a result of the language used (Schedule’s 21 and 22, in particular). We
question whether if the Parliament had been afforded proper opportunity to debate the
legislation, some of these potential red flags might have been mitigated.
Even as law students, keeping track of the legislative developments resulting form the
pandemic has been no simple task. This highlights the difficulties facing the average
citizen, both in terms of understanding their rights, but also knowing which behaviours
have been outlawed. Equally, the manner in which the regulations are being enforced
has generated significant concern around proportionality and equality. For example, it
is not clear why particular individuals are arrested and charged as opposed to being
issued with an FPN. Often, FPN’s are also issued in unjust circumstances.
Instead, Parliament must become more engaged in the protection of our freedoms.
There must be democratic pressure to ensure that our fundamental freedoms are
restored to their previous level as soon as reasonably possible. To be able to justify
this move to Parliament, the Government’s own transparency (in both past and future action) is imperative. Transparency allows us to examine the true nature of the
philosophical and moral decisions that the government is entrusted with in times of
crisis and should cover both the legislative process and clear indications as to when
the supression of certain civil liberties will end. This allows individuals to form their
own views as to what constitutes reasonable limits on freedoms, perhaps contrasting whether other countries have derogated rights as a result of Covid-19. Secondly,
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whether the sanctions imposed by other governments for breaching quarantine rules
are more or less proportionate given different levels of temporary losses of liberty in
each country. The culmination of these two things might amount to a persuasive argument for the government to engage more actively in the protection of our freedoms
when debating any future restrictive measures within this crisis, or the next.
Looking at Covid-19 regulations in a civil liberties context does not generate any easy
answers. It is natural in times of significant national or international crisis or fear that
some will consider that individual liberties should become a secondary consideration.
It is perhaps a natural instinct to turn to more structured and rigid, but nevertheless
illiberal measures to bring a sense of order.
What we need to understand more readily is how a timescale for illiberal measures is
assessed and put in place and by whom and further, the nature and extent of illiberal
measures that can or should be considered in similar circumstances. Transparency is
essential to reach this point.
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APPENDIX
Development diary
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(Red = Significant or Noteworthy Event

Date

S o u r c e a n d Developments
Links
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/
2019-21/coronavirus/stages.html

Coronavirus Act 2020 - Bill Stages
Dates for all stages of the passage of the Bill,
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Lockdown Announced

1st reading: House of Commons (no debate) - 19.03.2020
2nd reading: House of Commons - 23.03.2020
Money resolution: House of Commons - 23.03.2020
Committee: 1st sitting: House of Commons - 23.03.2020
3rd reading: House of Commons - 23.03.2020
1st reading (Hansard): House of Lords - 24.03.2020
1st reading (Minutes of Proceedings): House of Lords 24.03.2020
2nd reading (Hansard): House of Lords - 24.03.2020
2nd reading (Hansard - continued): House of Lords - 24.03.2020
2nd reading (Minutes of Proceedings): House of Lords 24.03.2020
Committee: 1st sitting (Hansard): House of Lords Committee:
1st sitting (Hansard): House of Lords 25 March, 2020
25.03.2020
Committee: 1st sitting (Minutes of proceedings): House of Lords
- 25.03.2020
Report stage (Hansard): House of Lords
Report stage
(Hansard): House of Lords 25 March, 2020 25.03.2020
Report stage (Minutes of Proceedings): House of Lords 25.03.2020
3rd reading (Hansard): House of Lords - 25.03.2020
3rd reading (Minutes of Proceedings): House of Lords 25.03.2020
Royal Assent (Hansard) - 25.03.2020
Royal Assent (Minutes of Proceedings) - 25.03. 2020

Monday 23 March 2020

23/3

https://www.gov.uk/
government/
speeches/pm-address-to-the-nationon-coronavirus-23march-2020

Lockdown Announced
PM address to the nation on coronavirus
● I urge you at this moment of national emergency to stay at
home, protect our NHS and save lives.
● You should not be meeting friends. If your friends ask you to
meet, you should say No.
● You should not be meeting family members who do not live in
your home.
● You should not be going shopping except for essentials like food
and medicine - and you should do this as little as you can. And
use food delivery services where you can.
● If you don’t follow the rules the police will have the powers to
enforce them, including through fines and dispersing gatherings.
To ensure compliance with the Government’s instruction to stay at
home, we will immediately:
● close all shops selling non-essential goods, including clothing
and electronic stores and other premises including libraries,
playgrounds and outdoor gyms, and places of worship;
● we will stop all gatherings of more than two people in public –
excluding people you live with;
● and we’ll stop all social events, including weddings, baptisms
and other ceremonies, but excluding funerals.
● Parks will remain open for exercise but gatherings will be dispersed.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/
2020/7/contents/
enacted/data.htm

Coronavirus Act 2020
● Original version (as it was originally enacted).

23/3

https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/
foreign-secretaryadvises-all-britishtravellers-to-returnto-the-uk-now

Foreign Secretary advises all British travellers to return to the UK
immediately
● All British tourists and short-stay travellers currently abroad
should return to the UK where commercial flight options are still
available
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https://www.theguardian.com/law/
2020/mar/22/ukjustice-ministryurged-to

Courts
Justice ministry urged to limit court hearings to most urgent
● Lawyers, jurors, witnesses and defendants are still being required to attend court
● Pressure is growing on the Ministry of Justice to limit criminal
court hearings to urgent cases only as restrictions on social
gatherings and movement become tougher.
● Lawyers, jurors, witnesses and defendants are still required to
attend court, although the lord chief justice, Lord Burnett of Maldon, has postponed trials due to last longer than three days and
called for video links to be used where possible.
● As the government has closed pubs and restaurants and recommended social distancing in public spaces, normal routines in
courthouses appear increasingly out of step.
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/jurytrials-on-hold-untilcourts-can-bemade-safe/
5103592.article

Courts
Jury trials on hold until courts can be made safe
● The lord chief justice this morning announced that new trials will
be halted in the Crown court until specific arrangements have
been made to ensure buildings are safe.
● Lord Burnett of Maldon said his ‘unequivocal position’ is that no
jury trials or other physical hearings can take place unless it was
safe for them to do so.
● No new trials will start this morning and jurors summoned for this
week are being contacted to ask them to stay at home, although
they may be called in to start a new trial later.
● Lord Burnett said all hearings in the Crown court that can lawfully take place remotely should do so and other hearings not involving a jury should continue if arrangements can be made to
ensure distancing.
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentaryand-opinion/coronavirus-brings-outthe-best-in-our-legal-profession/
5103597.article

Coronavirus brings out the best in our legal profession
● John Hyde asked last week for reports from firms of how they
have coped with the tumult caused by this virus.
● The response was staggering. For all the lazy assumptions
about this being a profession stuck in a bygone time and with no
inclination to modernise, many firms have shown remarkable
resilience and deftness to keep the show on the road.
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https://www.cps.gov.uk/west-midlands/news/manjailed-coronavirusrelated-hate-crime

CPS Briefings
Man jailed for coronavirus-related hate crime
● A 27-year-old man has been jailed for 16 weeks for a coronavirus-related hate crime.
● Ian Rollinson, from Dudley, was sentenced at Walsall Magistrates' Court on Friday 13 March 2020 for two counts of racially
aggravated harassment, two counts of assault by beating and
one count of theft from a shop.
● Rollinson was arrested at the B&M store in Astle Park, West
Bromwich, by police on 6 March 2020 for stealing £100 worth of
aftershave. He became aggressive towards the officers and in
the presence of members of the public, shouted out a series of
racist words while referring to the coronavirus.
● At his first hearing at Wolverhampton Magistrates' Court on 7
March 2020, he pleaded guilty to all counts
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/23/
boris-johnson-orders-uk-lockdownto-be-enforced-bypolice

Police
Boris Johnson orders UK lockdown to be enforced by police
● Boris Johnson will order police to enforce a strict coronavirus
lockdown, with a ban on gatherings of more than two people and
strict limits on exercise, as he told the British public: “You must
stay at home.”

23/3

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/22/
which-conditionsmean-that-youshould-isolatefor-12-weeks

Lockdown
Isolation - Take yourself out of society letters to 1.5million people
● Government plans are for 1.5m people to ‘take themselves out
of society’ for three months
● The government announced on Sunday that it would be sending
letters to 1.5 million people in England suffering from one of
more than a dozen serious conditions which it is believed put
them most at risk from coronavirus.
● Around 40% of the group receiving the letters advising them to
“take themselves out of society” for at least 12 weeks are aged
75 or older. They will be “strongly advised” to stay at home at all
times and avoid face-to-face contact. They should not go out for
shopping, leisure or travel and, when arranging food or medication deliveries, these should be left at the door to minimise contact, the letter says.

1 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Tuesday 24th March 2020
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/practice/
covid-19-lockdownsupreme-courtgoes-virtual/
5103603.article

Courts
Supreme Court goes virtual
1. The matter of Fowler (Respondent) v Commissioners for Her
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs will make legal history this
morning as the first Supreme Court case to be conducted entirely by video conferencing.
2. Announcing the closure of physical premises last night, the
Supreme Court said that all cases and judgment hand-downs
will continue via web-based video conferencing until further notice.
3. Parties, their legal teams, counsel and each of the Justices will
be located in different places.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/24/
a-national-emergency-how-the-ukpapers-coveredthe-coronaviruslockdown

Lockdown
'A national emergency': what the papers say about lockdown

Covid Cases and Deaths
UK death toll now more than 400
●

A further 87 people are confirmed to have died in the UK, the
health secretary, Matt Hancock, says, taking the total death toll
to 422. According to the latest Department of Health and Social
Care figures, 8,077 people have tested positive, while 82,359
people have tested negative.

5
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https://www.theNHS
guardian.com/aus- Britain to recruit 250,000 volunteers
tralia-news/live/
● Britain is to recruit a quarter of a million volunteers in good
2020/mar/24/coronhealth who can help the health services to cope with the coronavirus-live-newsavirus outbreak, the country’s health minister has said.
updates-us-trumpuk-lockdown-globalExcel Centre Nightingale Hospital Announced
deaths-cases● Matt Hancock confirmed that a new hospital called the Nightincovid19-latest-upgale Hospital - with capacity for 4,000 people - will open next
date?
week at the Excel Centre in east London after being set up with
page=with:block-5e
the help of the military.
7a3af98f08eb98fb4c8aec#block-5e7
a3af98f08eb98fb4c8aec

2 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Wednesday 25th March 2020
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Courts
Supreme Court goes virtual
● The first judgment to be handed down remotely will be Elgizouli
(Appellant) v Secretary of State for the Home Department (Respondent), at 9.45am.

25/3

https://www.theNHS
guardian.com/
Doctors threaten to quit NHS over shortage of protective kit
world/2020/mar/24/
● Call for NHS recruits to tackle Covid-19 undermined by lack of
doctors-threaten-toessential supplies
quit-over-protectiveequipment-shortage

Retired NHS staff return to work/NHS Volunteer Responders
● The health secretary, Matt Hancock, said on Tuesday that
11,788 retired NHS staff had agreed to come back to work to
help tackle the crisis – and announced the creation of a new
250,000-strong corps of “NHS Volunteer Responders”, who
would be asked to take essential supplies to the most vulnerable
people being “shielded” at home.

25/3

https://www.theguardian.com/global/2020/mar/24/police-leaders-sayenforcing-uk-lockdown-may-be-impossible

Police
Police leaders say enforcing UK lockdown may be impossible
● Police in Foleshill, Coventry, said they broke up a barbecue of
20 people who were “unbelievably” flouting the government order as they warn forces may lack resources to cope

6

25/3

https://www.theguardian.com/uknews/2020/mar/24/
police-ready-to-enforce-uk-publictransport-lockdownif-needed

Lockdown Confusion
● No 10 criticised after unclear lockdown advice confuses public
● Further guidance needed on defining essential work, using the
tube and personal life (whether couples who live apart can still
see each other) and what counts as exercise.
● The biggest confusion occurred over workers still travelling in
packed tube trains to non-essential jobs, such as construction,
with employees complaining they were being forced to work despite feeling unsafe.
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https://www.theguardian.com/uknews/2020/mar/25/
coronavirus-lockdown-will-be-imposed-by-force-inengland

Police
To get power to use force to impose lockdown
● Proposals would allow use of ‘reasonable force’ if people refuse
to go home

26/3

3 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Thursday 26th March 2020

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/
2020/350/made

The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020
● Made at 1.00 p.m. on 26th March 2020
● Laid before Parliament at 2.30 p.m. on 26th March 2020
● Coming into force at 1.00 p.m. on 26th March 2020
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/26/
uk-police-usedrones-and-roadblocks-to-enforcelockdown
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-police-getpower-to-issue-60fines-or-arrestbritons-breakinglockdownrules-11964102

Police
Police get power to issue £60 fines or arrest Britons breaking
lockdown rules
●
●

●
●
●
●
●

Britons breaking coronavirus lockdown rules can be arrested or fined
£60 under new police powers.
Introduced on Thursday with immediate effect, the new powers will
give police the means to ensure people stay at home and avoid nonessential travel.
If members of the public do not comply, police may:
Instruct them to go home, leave an area or disperse;
Ensure parents are taking necessary steps to stop their children breaking the rules;
Issue a fixed penalty notice of £60, which will be lowered to £30 if paid
within 14 days;
Issue a fixed penalty notice of £120 for second time offenders, doubling on each further repeat offence.

UK police use drones and roadblocks to enforce lockdown
● A new law came into effect on Thursday allowing police to use
force to make people return home.
● A police force has defended using a drone camera to shame
people into not driving into a national park during the lockdown,
while another force said it was introducing roadblocks to stop
drivers heading to tourist hotspots.
● Derbyshire police tweeted drone footage taken near Curbar
Edge, in the Peak District, and said they had checked the number plates of vehicles in the car park and found that some cars
were registered to addresses in Sheffield, a 30-minute drive
away.
Response:
● Clare Collier, the advocacy director at Liberty, said: “We’re extremely concerned by the extent of these coercive powers. This
is a pandemic and so it should be treated as a public health issue. Instead the government is treating it as a criminal justice
issue, putting resources into detaining and criminalising.
● Silkie Carlo, the director of Big Brother Watch, said: “These are
chilling powers that create a serious risk of arbitrary policing. Authorities are right to take robust measures to protect public
health, but in truth the only way we can control the spread is
through well-informed community cooperation, not just criminalisation. Basic safeguards are missing from these extraordinary
powers and I’m afraid more draconian powers still are to come
from the Coronavirus Act.”
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https://www.cps.CPS Briefings
gov.uk/cps/news/
Coronavirus coughs’ at key workers will be charged as assault
coronavirus● Anyone using coronavirus to threaten emergency and essential
coughs-key-workworkers faces serious criminal charges, the Director of Public
ers-will-be-chargedProsecutions warns today.
assault-cps-warns

●

●
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/25/
astonishing-170000
-people-sign-up-tobe-nhs-volunteersin-15-hours-coronavirus

4 Days Since
Lockdown Began
27/3

https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/coronavirus-over-half-ofcourt-buildings-toclose/5103669.article

The CPS intervention comes after reports in recent days of police, shop workers and vulnerable groups being deliberately
coughed at by people claiming to have the disease.
Such behaviour is illegal and assaults specifically against emergency workers are punishable by up to 12 months in prison.

NHS
More than 500,000 people sign up to be NHS volunteers
● NHS surpasses target of 250,000 to help vulnerable during
coronavirus crisis
● Nearly five people per second enlisted in the government’s new
volunteering scheme in the hours after the health secretary, Matt
Hancock, launched a call on Tuesday for 250,000 people in England to help bolster the NHS response to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Friday 27th March 2020

Courts
Over half of court buildings to close
● Over half of court and tribunal buildings are to close during the
coronavirus pandemic to reduce the risk of court users spreading the infection, the government announced this morning.
● A priority network of 158 court buildings will remain open for essential face-to-face hearings. This represents 43% of the 371
Crown, magistrates' and family courts across England and
Wales. A further 124 court and tribunal buildings, which are conducting hearings remotely, will remain closed to the public but
open to HM Courts & Tribunal staff and the judiciary.
● The Ministry of Justice said the temporary changes, designed in
partnership with HMCTS and the judiciary, will ‘help maintain a
core justice system focused on the most essential cases’. It
added that the closures will ensure effective social distancing for
all court users and for cleaning and security work to be focused
on fewer buildings.
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www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/criminal-court-backlogreaches-two-yearhigh/5103650.article

Courts
Criminal court backlog reaches two-year high
● The backlog of Crown court cases in England and Wales has
reached its highest level in two years as lawyers fear coronavirus will be a ‘car crash’ for the criminal justice system.
● According to figures for October-December 2019, the number of
outstanding Crown court cases increased by 13% year-on-year,
from 33,113 in 2018 to 37,434. This has caused the biggest
backlog of criminal cases since 2017.
● The final quarter of 2019 saw the volume of cases received by
Crown courts grow by 10% compared with Q4 2018, while disposals fell by 8%. Since the start of 2019, receipts have consistently overtaken disposals for the first time since 2014.
● The Ministry of Justice said there had been an annual increase
in receipts for trial cases across all but one offence group (robbery). Sexual offence and drug offence receipts rose by 20%
and 26% respectively compared with Q4 2018.

https://
Domestic Abuse
www.lawgazette.Rise of domestic abuse during the Covid-19 crisis
co.uk/commentary● The fear is with this increase in domestic abuse that the victims
and-opinion/rise-ofwill have nowhere to run and nowhere to hide.
domestic-abuse● Concern has already been expressed about vulnerable children
during-the-covid-19being left without care and support that they have within the
crisis/5103642.artischool structure but there is little attention paid to how domestic
cle

●
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https://www.cps.gov.uk/west-midlands/news/manjailed-assaultemergency-workerafter-using-threatcoronavirus-avoid

abuse victims are going to be able seek help, assistance and
refuge.
The strain on the police will increase and their ability to respond
will deteriorate. Health organisations are already fully stretched
and the virus itself will make places such as domestic abuse
refuges difficult and challenging places in themselves.

CPS Briefings
Man jailed for assault of emergency worker after using threat of
coronavirus to avoid being arrested
● A dangerous man who assaulted an emergency worker and told
police he had coronavirus to try to avoid being arrested has
been jailed for 31 weeks.
● Wayne Harvey, 32, from Nuneaton, Warwickshire, pleaded guilty
at his first hearing to stealing a £750 Louis Vuitton handbag and
assaulting a security officer at George Eliot Hospital in Nuneaton
on Wednesday 25 March 2020.
● Harvey walked into the A&E department at the hospital around
5.45am, and stole the handbag from the reception desk before
leaving the department.
● He then attempted to flee on his bicycle but was stopped by the
security guard, who pulled him off it.
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5 Days Since
Lockdown Began

UK’s Prime Minister and Health Secretary test positive
● Following the news that the prime minister, Boris Johnson, had
tested positive for Covid-19, the health secretary, Matt Hancock,
confirmed that he too has coronavirus.
● Both are experiencing mild symptoms and are in self-isolation.
The chief medical officer, Chris Whitty, says he is also experiencing symptoms and has gone into isolation.

28/3
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/28/
coronavirus-27march-at-a-glance

6 Days Since
Lockdown Began
29/3

Saturday 28th March 2020

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/28/
coronavirus-checkpoints-fines-policestruggle-enforcenew-rules

7 Days Since
Lockdown Began

NHS
Frontline staff first to receive new Covid-19 antigen tests
● Tests for healthcare workers in the UK will be rolled out next
week, allowing them to find out whether they have been infected
or are safe to work, the British government has announced.

Sunday 29th March 2020

Police
Checkpoints, fines and online shaming: police struggle to enforce
tough new rules
● The parents of young adults who break coronavirus lockdown
rules should be sanctioned, a senior police officer has said, amid
confusion over the enforcement of new powers to prevent the
spread of Covid-19.
● Ken Marsh, the head of the Metropolitan Police Federation, said
that the parents of older teenagers should be forced to pay fines
if they were caught ignoring government guidance.
● On Thursday, emergency legislation granted police new powers
that allow officers to issue £60 on-the-spot fines or even make
arrests for breaches of the UK’s coronavirus lockdown rules.

Monday 30th March 2020
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/coronavirus-prioritycourts-schemestarts-today/
5103685.article

Courts
Priority courts scheme starts today
● Lawyers and other court users have been urged to check online
which court buildings are open as the emergency priority courts
scheme comes into force today.
● In a reminder this morning, HM Courts & Tribunals Services said
that 157 priority court and tribunal buildings will be open for essential face-to-face hearings. Details are listed online, along with
those of 124 premises staffed by key workers, including the judiciary, but not open to the public
● These ‘staffed courts’ will support video and telephone hearings,
progress cases without hearings and ensure continued access
to justice, HMCTS said.

30/3

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/29/
worrying-eventdeaths-of-nhs-doctors-from-covid-19stark-reminder-ofpandemic

NHS
PPE - Pressure to provide equipment grows after two UK doctors
die
● Concern is growing among health workers that they risk contracting and spreading coronavirus
● The deaths of the first British doctors from Covid-19 have intensified pressure on ministers to accelerate the supply of protective equipment and address growing fears among frontline staff
that they risk catching and spreading coronavirus.
● Amged El-Hawrani, a 55-year-old ear, nose and throat consultant, died on Saturday at Leicester Royal Infirmary, while Adil El
Tayar, 63, an organ transplant specialist, died on Wednesday at
West Middlesex University Hospital in London, it emerged. Both
had contracted Covid-19.
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Police
Police turning parts of UK into 'dystopia' after prosecuting shoppers and people driving 'due to boredom'
● Police have been accused of overreaching their powers in the
wake of new coronavirus legislation, after one force said it was
prosecuting people for activities including driving "due to boredom" and "going to the shops" with other members of the same
household.
https://news.sky.●
Legal and human rights experts described Warrington Police's
com/story/coronactions as "dystopian" after officers opted to summon people to
avirus-police-turncourt for supposed offences such as "returning from parties",
ing-parts-of-uk-intodystopia-after-proswith critics arguing the measures were not justified by the new
ecuting-people-drilegislation and risked harming the ongoing effort to combat the
ving-due-to-boreoutbreak.

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/30/
covid-19-exsupreme-courtjudge-lambasts-disgraceful-policing

dom-and-shoppers11965903
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8 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Lord Sumption warning over Police state
● Former Supreme Court Justice Lord Sumption said that excessive measures were in danger of turning Britain into a “police
state”, singling out Derbyshire police – which deployed drones
and revived a practice of dyeing the Blue Lagoon near Buxton
black to make it less appealing – for “trying to shame people in
using their undoubted right to take exercise in the country and
wrecking beauty spots in the fells”.
● Lord Sumption warned that police had no legal power to enforce
“ministers’ wishes” and that the public should not be “resigning
their liberty” to over-zealous citizens in uniform.

PPE
Protective equipment being diverted from care homes to hospitals,
say bosses
● Care home industry leaders have alleged that orders of supplies
of personal protective equipment (PPE) intended to protect staff
and residents in social care settings are being requisitioned by
the NHS for use in hospitals.
● Chronic shortages of masks, gloves and goggles mean that care
homes are increasingly reluctant to take in new residents, and
that government targets to discharge older people from hospital
are unlikely to be met.
● The government had set a target to move 15,000 people from
hospital beds to community settings, including care homes, by
the end of last week to free up space on the wards for treating
new patients with Covid-19.
Tuesday 31st March 2020
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https://www.theguardian.com/uknews/2020/mar/30/
uk-police-guidelines-coronaviruslockdown-enforcement-powers-following-criticismlord-sumption
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-11966028

Police
Police warned against ‘overreach’ in use of virus lockdown powers
● Police chiefs are drawing up new guidance warning forces not to
overreach their lockdown enforcement powers after withering
criticism of controversial tactics to stop the spread of coronavirus
● The intervention comes amid growing concern that some forces
are going beyond their legal powers to stop the spread of Covid19, with one issuing a summons to a household for shopping for
non-essential items and another telling locals that exercise was
“limited to an hour a day”.

Senior officer warns police over lockdown tactics after 'overzealous' claims
https://www.itv.com/
● Assistant commissioner Neil Basu also urges the public not to
news/2020-03-31/
judge officers too harshly in their policing of the UK's lockdown.
basu-calls-for-calm● Writing in the Daily Telegraph, Mr Basu acknowledged forces
from-public-andwere being compelled to use powers he "never imagined a
police-over-lockBritish police officer would be asked to use"
down-laws/
● "Everyone in policing is acutely aware that how we police this
pandemic will be remembered for many years to come," he said.
https://www.thejusticegap.com/coronavirus-lockdownundermined-byover-zealous-policing/

Response:
● The Justice Gap - Coronavirus ‘lockdown’ undermined by
overzealous policing
● The overwhelming majority of officers will be trying to enforce
these regulations with humanity and common-sense, recognising that everyone is struggling under the new regime, and that
while some individuals will be seeking to take advantage, or behaving with a callous impunity, most are doing their best to adapt
and comply. For those officers in the minority, however, this pandemic is an opportunity for a power-trip, to live out their fantasies
as micro-monarchs.
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Increased risks from middle age
● New coronavirus study reveals increased risks from middle age
● First comprehensive study of deaths and hospitalisations in
mainland China shows just how much of a factor age is
● The analysis found that while the overall death rate for confirmed cases was 1.38%, the rate rose sharply with age – from
0.0016% in the under 10s, to 7.8% in the 80s and over.
● The study showed only 0.04% of 10 to 19-year-olds required
hospital care compared with more than 18% of those in their 80s
and above.
● Dramatic rises were seen among middle-aged groups too, with
4% of people in their 40s needing hospital treatment and more
than 8% of patients in their 50s.
● The estimates, reported in Lancet Infectious Diseases, are
based on an analysis of 70,117 laboratory-confirmed and clinically-diagnosed cases in mainland China, combined with 689
positive cases among people evacuated from Wuhan on repatriation flights.

31/3

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/30/
new-coronavirusstudy-reveals-increased-risks-frommiddle-age
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https://www.theDeaths outside hospitals to be included in UK tally for first time
guardian.com/
● The Office for National Statistics will start publishing data about
world/2020/mar/30/
the rest of the deaths from 9.30am on Tuesday giving a fuller
covid-19-deathspicture of the impact of Covid-19.
outside-hospitals● They will tally all of the deaths from late December until 20
to-be-included-inMarch which they believe occurred outside hospitals.
uk-tally-for-first-time

31/3

Covid Case and Deaths
● Confirmed UK cases - 300,469
● New cases - 1,218
● UK deaths - 42,288
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nhs-staff-gaggedover-coronavirusprotective-equipment-shortages

9 Days Since
Lockdown Began
1/4

https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentaryand-opinion/workin-the-police-station-remains-chaotic-and-unsafe/
5103718.article

NHS
Staff 'gagged' over coronavirus shortages
● NHS staff are being gagged from speaking out about widespread shortages of personal protective equipment that they fear
could risk their lives from the coronavirus, frontline medics claim.
● Doctors and nurses are being warned by hospitals and other
NHS bodies not to raise their concerns publicly, according to a
dossier of evidence collated by the Doctors’ Association UK
(DAUK).
● Tactics being used to deter staff from voicing their unease include “threatening” emails, the possibility of disciplinary action
and in two cases being sent home from work. Some doctors
have been given a ticking-off after managers were irritated by
material they had posted on social media.
● “Doctors across the frontlines are extremely concerned about
the lack of personal protective equipment [PPE]. Many have told
us they have tried to raise concerns through the proper channels
but have been warned against taking these concerns further,”
said Dr Samantha Batt Rawden, DAUK’s president.

Wednesday 1st April 2020

Police
Work in the police station remains chaotic and unsafe
● Work in the police station remains chaotic and unsafe.
● Two recent articles described the healthcare provisions of PACE
and the NPCC’s strategic overview concerning custody function
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Already in existence, this baseline should, in theory, be sufficient to ensure that suspects, police officers, solicitors, appropriate adults, and any other police
station attendees can be interviewed without being placed at
intolerable risk. The day-to-day reality is dangerously at odds
with this.
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https://
Courts
www.lawgazette.HMCTS reveals list of priority work for county courts
co.uk/news/hmcts● HM Courts & Tribunal Service has split civil court listings into two
reveals-list-of-priorigroups: work that must be done and work that could be done.
ty-work-for-countyCivil work in the Court of Appeal and High Court is subject to
courts/5103720.arseparate guidance.
ticle

●
●

●

●

The intention is to hear as many of the second group as possible, but only where the first group work has been completed.
Cases treated as less of a priority include applications for interim
payments in personal injury and clinical negligence claims and
stage three assessment of damages. In addition, the lesser priority group includes all small claim or fast track trials where parties agree it is urgent.
Applications for summary judgment, to set aside a judgment in
default and for security for costs are also work that does not
have to be done as a priority, along with preliminary assessment
of costs.
Work that must be done includes committals, freezing orders,
injunctions, homelessness applications and all multi-track hearings where parties agree it is urgent

1/4

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/mar/31/
england-more-thanthird-of-hospitalcovid-19-deaths-inlondon

NHS
More than third of hospital Covid-19 deaths in London
● Seven out of 10 trusts with highest death tolls are in the capital,
with 590 reported so far

1/4

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/mar/31/
call-for-uk-domestic-violencerefuges-to-getcoronavirus-funding

Domestic Abuse
Calls for funds to house domestic violence victims during
Covid-19 outbreak
● Domestic abuse experts are calling on the government to provide emergency funds as refugees prepare for an influx of referrals amid fears the Covid-19 outbreak will fuel violence in the
home.
● At least 15 violence against women and girls organisations, including Women’s Aid, have signed a letter to the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) calling
for action over one of the unintended consequences of the coronavirus lockdown.
● In a separate intervention, the domestic abuse commissioner,
Nicole Jacobs, has said the government must provide support to
the charities that provide lifeline services for victims of violence
in the home throughout the crisis as they face major financial
strain.
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01/950000-applyfor-universal-creditin-two-weeks-of-uklockdown

10 Days Since
Lockdown Began
2/4

Universal Credit
950,000 apply for universal credit in two weeks of UK lockdown
● The government has moved 10,000 staff to process claims and
is recruiting more
● Despite the government’s job support schemes offering 80% of
earnings to employees and the self-employed who cannot work,
950,000 people applied for the main income support benefit between 16 and 31 March. There are normally about 100,000 applicants for the benefit in any given two-week period.
● Applications started flooding in as soon as Boris Johnson told
the nation to stop non-essential contact with others and cease
all unnecessary travel.

Thursday 2nd April 2020

https://
Why did the government not use the Civil Contingencies Act?
www.lawgazette.● Rather than utilise this framework, the government has resorted
co.uk/legal-updates/
to fresh legislation in the Coronavirus Act 2020. Why?
why-did-govern● The Civil Contingencies Act 2004 (‘CCA’) represents a legal
ment-not-use-thelandmark. It updated and consolidated laws which enabled pubcivil-contingencieslic authorities to prepare for, and respond effectively to, emeract/5103742.article

●

●

gencies, replacing the Emergency Powers Act 1920 with a more
comprehensive and consensual design.
While it was motivated by domestic and global crises, it was not
enacted in haste but benefited from a prolonged consultation
period led by a special parliamentary joint committee. The final
draft systematically furnished the executive with all conceivable
powers, yet contained vital legal and parliamentary oversight to
avert disproportionate action.
The CCA addressed the widest range of possible eventualities:
terrorist attacks, protests, environmental events – and human
and animal disease pandemics. In other words, there already
existed legislation designed to tackle the circumstances of coronavirus which indubitably qualifies as an emergency.
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NHS
London hospital almost runs out of oxygen for Covid-19 patients
● A major NHS hospital almost ran out of oxygen for its Covid-19
patients on ventilators because it was treating so many people
with the disease who needed help to breathe.
● The incident, which occurred at a London teaching hospital last
weekend, has prompted NHS bosses to urgently warn all NHS
trusts in England to limit the number of people they put on mechanical ventilators and continuous positive airway pressure
(CPAP) machines.

2/4

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/02/
london-hospital-almost-runs-out-oxygen-coronaviruspatients
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https://www.theImmunity Passports
guardian.com/poli● No 10 seeks to end coronavirus lockdown with 'immunity passtics/2020/apr/02/noports'
10-seeks-to-end● No 10 is facing fresh questions over its coronavirus testing plan,
covid-19-lockdownas it emerged that the government is hoping to exit the lockdown
with-immunitythrough controversial “immunity passports” and antibody tests
passports

●

11 Days Since
Lockdown Began
3/4

https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/practice/police-and-legalchiefs-agree-covid19-interview-protocol/5103775.article

that are still not proven to work.
Hancock revealed that certificates to prove someone is immune
to the virus could allow some of the population to go back to
work, as he made a new pledge to complete 100,000 tests a day
in England by the end of the month.

Friday 3rd April 2020

Police and legal chiefs agree Covid-19 interview protocol
● Police forces are being told they have a duty to ensure they take
all reasonable and practical steps to protect the health and safety of criminal defence solicitors during the coronavirus outbreak
in a national protocol agreed between police and legal chiefs.
● The interview protocol, published last night, was agreed between the Crown Prosecution Service, National Police Chiefs’
Council, Law Society, Criminal Law Solicitors’ Association, and
London Criminal Courts Solicitors’ Association.
● It states that police will have their own guidance about the steps
they take to ensure the health and safety of officers, and the
suspects and witnesses they deal with. ‘The police have a duty
to ensure that all reasonably practicable steps are taken to protect visitors to the custody suite, including legal representatives,
from infection with Covid-19. This includes issuing personal protection equipment (PPE) where appropriate, and instructions for
its use, even where the detainee is not symptomatic.’
● Legal advice for suspects should take place whenever possible
over the telephone and by video link.
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https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/police-and-ncain-coronavirus-online-safety-push

Online Safety
Police and NCA in coronavirus online safety push
● Two of Britain’s top officers are urging children, parents and carers to ensure they know how to stay safe online – with the National Crime Agency’s latest assessment showing there are at
least 300,000 people in the UK posing a sexual threat to children.
● The agency released the figure – which comes from intelligence
pre-dating the coronavirus outbreak - as it and UK policing warn
of a spike in online child sex offending during the coronavirus
crisis.
● Such is the prevalence of online abuse, NCA investigators were
able to find CSA content on the open web in just three clicks.

https://www.cps.CPS Briefing
gov.uk/merseyMan jailed for spitting at nurse
cheshire/news/man● A man has been jailed for six months for spitting at a nurse at a
jailed-spitting-nurse
hospital on Merseyside.

●

●

●
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https://www.theguardian.com/uknews/2020/apr/03/
uk-road-travel-fallsto-1955-levels-ascovid-19-lockdowntakes-hold-coronavirus-traffic

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) said that David Newton,
50, of Manor Road in Liscard, assaulted the nurse by spitting at
her in the Emergency Unit of Arrowe Park Hospital in the early
hours of Thursday 2 April 2020.
He was charged with assaulting an emergency worker, pleaded
guilty at Wirral Magistrates’ Court today (3 April 2020) and was
given an immediate jail term of six months and ordered to pay
£300 in compensation.
Alan Currums, of CPS Mersey-Cheshire said: “This sort of behaviour is totally unacceptable at any time, but in the current
coronavirus situation, it is even more dangerous.

Lockdown
UK road travel falls to 1955 levels as Covid-19 lockdown takes hold
● The coronavirus outbreak has brought Britain to a near standstill, with road travel plummeting by as much as 73%, to levels
not seen since 1955.
● All forms of travel have plunged in urban areas. Walking, cycling
and car and van journeys are all down by about three-quarters,
while bus numbers have fallen by 60%. The number of large lorries has declined by just 40% as essential supplies continue to
be transported.
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https://www.theCovid Testing
guardian.com/
UK ministers struggle to keep promise of 100k coronavirus tests
world/2020/apr/03/ by end of April
uk-ministers-strug● The UK government’s pledge to carry out 100,000 coronavirus
gle-to-keep-promtests a day by the end of the month is unravelling, with NHS labise-of-100k-coronoratory staff and scientists warning they do not have the test
avirus-tests-by-endkits, chemicals and components they need to scale up.
of-april

●

12 Days Since
Lockdown Began
4/4

https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/domestic-abusevictims-urged-tokeep-seeking-helpduring-coronavirusoutbreak
https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/04/
domestic-abusecases-soar-as-lockdown-takes-its-toll

Matt Hancock said he had bought 3.5m test kits and is known to
have ordered millions more from nine companies, but the first
tests to be put through validation at Oxford University have
failed.

Saturday 4th April 2020

Domestic Abuse
Victims urged to keep seeking help during Coronavirus outbreak
● Deputy Chief Constable Louisa Rolfe, the National Police Chiefs’
Council lead for the issue, says people facing violence or controlling behaviour at home should still report their experiences to
police or seek advice and support from a local domestic abuse
service. She said officers will still attend calls for help and arrest
perpetrators despite the additional pressures on the service.
● Figures from countries further on in the Coronavirus outbreak
show a rise in domestic abuse linked to stay at home advice. In
China incidents increased by a third during the outbreak.
Domestic abuse cases soar as lockdown takes its toll
● More than 25 organisations helping domestic violence victims
have reported an increase in their caseload since the start of the
UK’s coronavirus epidemic.
● One group, Chayn, said that analysis of online traffic showed
that visitors to its website had more than trebled last month
compared with the same period last year. An audit of 119 organisations by the domestic abuse charity SafeLives found, however, that even as pressure on frontline services increased, most
were being forced to reduce vital services.
● The groups were surveyed during the last week of March, with
26 of them able to confirm increased caseloads owing to Covid19. Three-quarters said they had had to reduce service delivery
to victims.
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/apr/04/
keir-starmer-winslabour-leadershipelection

13 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Keir Starmer wins Labour leadership election
● Starmer beats Long-Bailey and Nandy to replace Corbyn, with
Angela Rayner to be his deputy

Sunday 5th April 2020
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/05/
breaking-point-theweek-when-ministers-struggled-tokeep-pace-withcovid-19-crisis

Breaking point: the week when ministers struggled to keep pace
with Covid-19 crisis
● A “car crash” media appearance. A political “reset” already being
challenged. A prime minister stuck in isolation. The beginnings of
a bureaucratic blame game and increasingly open concerns
about the route out of the coronavirus epidemic. And all in the
opening weeks of a crisis that most experts believe will grip the
nation for months.
● This was the week when public pleas for national unity from ministers were accompanied by increasingly fraught exchanges in
Whitehall, as ministers, scientific advisers and officials confronted the reality of an unprecedented emergency developing at incredible speed.

5/4

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/04/upto-4000-inmates-tobe-temporarily-released-in-englandand-wales

Prisons
Ministry of Justice announce early releases
● As many as 4,000 prisoners in England and Wales are to be
temporarily released from jail in an effort to try and control the
spread of coronavirus, the government has announced.
● The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) said the low-risk offenders would
be electronically tagged and temporarily released on licence in
stages, but could be recalled at the first sign of concern. It is
seen as a way to avoid thousands of prisoners, many of whom
share cells, from becoming infected.
● Eighty-eight prisoners and 15 staff have already tested positive
for Covid-19. Three prisoners have died.
● No high-risk criminals; such as those who have been convicted
of violent or sexual offences, anyone who is a national security
concern or a danger to children; will be considered for release.
Nor will prisoners who have not served at least half their custodial term be among those released.
● The Justice Secretary, Robert Buckland, said the move to temporarily release the prisoners is part of the national plan to protect the NHS and save lives.
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Boris Johnson admitted to hospital for coronavirus tests
● The British prime minister has been admitted to hospital with
coronavirus after suffering persistent symptoms for 10 days.
● Downing Street insists it was just a precautionary measure and it
is understood Johnson remains in charge of the government.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/05/
queen-urgesbritons-stay-strongcoronavirus-covidlockdown

14 Days Since
Lockdown Began

The Queen’s Message - We will meet again
● Queen urges Britons to stay strong
● “We should take comfort that, while we may have more still to
endure, better days will return: we will be with our friends again;
we will be with our families again; we will meet again.”

Monday 6th April 2020
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https://www.theBoris Johnson in intensive care
guardian.com/poli● The prime minister was moved to intensive care on Monday
tics/2020/apr/06/
night after his condition worsened.
dominic-raab-set-to● The British foreign secretary, Dominic Raab, will run the counlead-uk-throughtry’s coronavirus response in Johnson’s absence.
covid-19-hurdles
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/features/
home-made-justice/
5103749.article

Courts
First Skype Trial
● The first ever trial conducted entirely by Skype, less than 24
hours after the prime minister’s ‘stay at home’ direction, has
yielded valuable lessons for those involved in remote hearings.
● The three-day Court of Protection hearing involving a longawaited life-and-death decision could not have been more important for the family at its heart. It concerned a man in his seventies, who cannot be named due to reporting restrictions, who
was severely mentally and physically debilitated after suffering a
stroke in 2016.
● His daughter and GP disagreed over his treatment and the local
clinical commissioning group (CCG) asked the court to determine whether it was in his best interests to continue to receive
nutrition and hydration through a feeding tube into his stomach.
● Agreeing with the GP, the judge ruled that it was ‘categorically
contrary’ to the best interests of the man to be ‘set on the path
that will lead to his inevitable death’.
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https://
Solicitor representing 17-year-old attacks 'unnecessary' coronwww.lawgazette.avirus risk
co.uk/news/solici● The teenager was one of six people arrested in the middle of the
tor-representing-17night last week under the Vagrancy Act. His solicitor, Keima Payyear-old-attackston, of London firm Payton’s Solicitors, said the charge sheet
unnecessary-corocontained a second offence under schedule 22 of the Coronnavirus-risk/
avirus Act in relation to events, gatherings and premises.
5103791.article

●

●

David Lammy replaces Burgon as shadow justice secretary

6/4
6/4

After asking for a review of the charging decision, Payton said
the CPS withdrew the charges. However, she told the Gazette
she left court approximately 34 hours after her client was arrested.
She said: ‘You can see how this one ridiculous situation is. The
decision to charge has probably quadrupled the number of people who have come into contact with this group. He’s 17. There
was no option for a remote hearing. Had there been I would still
have gone down there to see what’s going on. This is not good
policing. If police do not deal with these matters properly, they
put us all at risk.

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/apr/06/
coronavirus-lockdown-to-hit-lowpaid-young-andwomen-hardestwarns-ifs

15 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Lockdown
Young and women hit hardest
● The low-paid, young people and women are likely to be the
hardest hit by the coronavirus shutdown of businesses including
restaurants, hotels, pubs, retailers and transport services.
● Women were about one-third more likely than men to work in a
sector that has been shut down, as they make up the bulk of retail and hospitality workers. One in six female employees worked
for businesses hit by the lockdown, compared with one in seven
of their male counterparts.
● Low earners are seven times as likely as high earners to work in
a business sector that has shut down, according to the Institute
for Fiscal Studies. The body’s analysis found a third of the bottom 10% of earners worked in the worst-hit sectors, against one
in 20 (5%) of those in the top 10%.
Tuesday 7th April 2020
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https://www.theNHS
guardian.com/
PPE - Doctors lacking PPE 'bullied' into treating Covid-19 patients
world/2020/apr/06/
● Doctors in Britain are being “bullied and shamed” into treating
nhs-doctors-lackpatients with Covid-19 despite not having the masks, gowns and
ing-ppe-bullied-intoeyewear they need to protect themselves from the virus, fronttreating-covid-19line medics have said.
patients

●

●

●

16 Days Since
Lockdown Began
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/law/governments-warned-onrule-of-law-duringcovid-19-lockdown/
5103816.article

Others are being told to hold their breath to avoid getting infected because of persistent shortages of personal protective
equipment (PPE) .
The Doctors Association UK has begun collating anonymous
reports from its network of frontline medics about continuing
shortages of PPE, which has created confusion, alarm and fear
among staff. It has developed an app with a firm called Messly
to log shortages.
“Lack of personal protective equipment continues to be a critical
issue. It is heartbreaking to hear that some staff have been told
to simply ‘hold their breath’ due to lack of masks,” said Dr
Samantha Batt-Rawden, the president of the Doctors’ Association UK (DAUK).

Wednesday 8th April 2020

Rule of Law
Governments warned on rule of law during Covid-19 lockdown
● Exceptional measures to control the Covid-19 pandemic may
require derogations from the European Convention on Human
Rights, the body responsible for the convention has said - but
any such moves may be subject to challenge in Strasbourg.
● In a ‘toolkit’ sent to 47 member states entitled 'Respecting
democracy, rule of law and human rights in the framework of the
COVID-19 sanitary crisis', the Council of Europe says it is for
individual states to assess whether the measures it adopts warrant such a derogation.
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/domestic-abuse-victimsneed-unconditionallegal-aid-law-society/5103814.article

Domestic Abuse
Law Society says victims need unconditional legal aid
● The Law Society has called on the government to provide more
help and support to domestic abuse victims, following reports of
a surge in incidents during lockdown.
● Guidance on emergency injunctions during the crisis presumes
victims can find a safe space away from their abuser, fill in an
application, provide a valid witness statement and attend a telephone hearing, Chancery Lane pointed out today.
● ’Social distancing has made it even more difficult for victims to
get time away from their abuser to ask for help – leaving many
trapped in an increasingly volatile situation,’ president Simon
Davis said.

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/07/
uk-will-be-europesworst-hit-by-coronavirus-study-predicts

Covid Deaths
UK will have Europe's worst death toll
● World-leading disease data analysts have projected that the UK
will become the country worst hit by the coronavirus pandemic in
Europe, accounting for more than 40% of total deaths across the
continent.
● The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) in Seattle
predicts 66,000 UK deaths from Covid-19 by August, with a peak
of nearly 3,000 a day, based on a steep climb in daily deaths
early in the outbreak.
● The analysts also claim discussions over “herd immunity” led to
a delay in the UK introducing physical distancing measures,
which were brought in from 23 March in England when the coronavirus daily death toll was 54. Portugal, by comparison, had
just one confirmed death when distancing measures were imposed.

8/4
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https://britainthinks.com/news/
britainthinkslaunches-the-coronavirus-diaries

17 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Britain Thinks launches the Coronavirus Diaries

Thursday 9th April 2020
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/government-clarifiesoutdoor-exerciselimit-following-jrthreat/5103839.article

Government clarifies outdoor exercise limit following judicial review threat
● The government has amended its guidance on how much outdoor exercise people can do during coronavirus lockdown after a
prominent human rights firm threatened judicial review.
● Under the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020 people can leave their home for only
specific reasons, including exercise. Bindmans wrote to the government last week saying the limit on outdoor exercise disproportionately affected families with disabilities.
● The government confirmed the guidance has been amended. A
spokesperson told the Gazette: ‘The single most important action we can all take, in fighting coronavirus, is to stay at home in
order to save lives, protect the vulnerable and protect the NHS.
We understand that this will be more difficult for some, that’s
why we clarified the guidance regarding the needs of those with
specific health conditions such as learning disabilities or autism.’

9/4

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-8203631/Police-call-powersfine-people-drivingsecond-homes.html

Police
Home Secretary Priti Patel - Radio interview on overzealous police
forces
● Threats to check people's shopping for 'non-essential' items and
set up roadblocks to grill motorists on whether their trips are legitimate.
● Ms Patel, who has not been seen or heard in public since March
23, said in an unexpected radio interview this evening that police
must not act in a 'heavy-handed' manner during the coronavirus
lockdown.
● She also said the government will 'absolutely not' be further increasing police powers amid concerns about the way in which
some officers have interpreted government guidance on breaking up groups and stopping frivolous journeys.
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https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/coronaviruspolicing-approachremains-to-use-enforcement-as-lastresort

Police
Policing approach remains to use enforcement as last resort
● Speaking ahead of the Easter weekend the chair of the National
Police Chiefs’ Council, Martin Hewitt, said: The rules to prevent
the spread of the Coronavirus are there to save lives and protect
the NHS.
● “The overwhelming majority of people are abiding by these rules
and police chiefs are not asking for any further restrictions. Our
approach across the country remains the same - to engage with
people, explain the rules, encourage them to go home and finally, if we have to, we will use enforcement.
● “It is right that police officers give fines to those who are letting
us all down by continuing to ignore the rules. This is a national
effort and we must all work together to get through this.”

Oxfam warns half a billion people could be pushed into poverty
● More than half a billion more people could be pushed into poverty unless urgent action is taken to bail out poor countries affected by the economic fallout from the Covid-19 pandemic, Oxfam
has warned.

9/4

https://www.theLockdown
guardian.com/
Police chiefs call on No 10 to tighten lockdown
world/2020/apr/08/
● Easter weekend will be major test of compliance, say forces as
police-chiefs-callthey encourage public to report breaches
on-no-10-to-tighten● Julia Mulligan, Police and Crime Commissioner for North Yorkuk-lockdown

shire, whose force erected vehicle checkpoints at the start of the
lockdown, said: “If people don’t stick with the instructions then
the government may well have to consider additional measures.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/09/
covid-19-hundredsof-uk-care-homedeaths-not-addedto-official-toll

Care Homes
Death Toll Emerging
● More than 120 residents of the UK’s largest charitable provider
of care homes are thought to have died from the virus in the last
three weeks, while another network of care homes is reported to
have recorded 88 deaths.
● Care England, the industry body, estimated that the death toll is
likely to be close to 1,000, despite the only available official figure for care home fatalities being dramatically lower. The Office
for National Statistics said this week that 20 people died in care
homes across the whole of England and Wales in the week to
27 March.
● The gulf in the figures has prompted warnings that ministers are
underestimating the impact of Covid-19 on society’s most frail,
and are failing to sufficiently help besieged care homes and
workers.
28
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Lockdown Began

Friday 10th April 2020

10/4

Boris Johnson moved from intensive care but stays in hospital
● Downing Street said PM will ‘receive close monitoring during the
early phase of his recovery’

10/4

https://www.theMental Health
guardian.com/soci- Judge orders mental health patient to vacate bed for Covid-19 casety/2020/apr/10/
es
judge-orders-men● A high court judge has ruled a woman can be discharged from
tal-health-patient-tothe hospital bed she has occupied for more than a year to revacate-bed-forlieve pressure during the Covid-19 pandemic.
covid-19-cases

●

●

●

Mr Justice Chamberlain ordered that the patient, known only as
MB, must leave her ward at University College London Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust.
The woman, who has mental health difficulties, is the sole occupant of a side room, where she is looked after by a 24-hour registered mental health nurse.
In his ruling on Thursday, Justice Chamberlain said the hospital
stated that the need was “urgent because the Covid-19 pandemic meant that the bedroom is urgently needed for other patients”
and because “it is contrary to MB’s interests to remain in the
hospital, where she is at increased risk of contracting Covid-19”.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/10/
coronavirus-ukdeadliest-daydeaths-announced

Covid Cases and Deaths
Deadliest day of pandemic
● The highest reported single-day toll announced at a government
briefing was 980.
● The UK has recorded its worst daily fatality rate yet during the
coronavirus crisis, a higher number in a single day than any experienced by Italy or Spain.
● A record 980 people were announced to have died in UK hospitals in the preceding 24 hours, taking the total to 8,958.
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https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/10/
matt-hancockurges-public-not-tooveruse-ppe

NHS
PPE
●
●

●

NHS workers angered at Hancock's warning not to overuse PPE
The health secretary, Matt Hancock, has urged NHS staff not to
overuse personal protective equipment, sparking criticism from
doctors’ and nurses’ leaders.
“We need everyone to treat PPE like the precious resource it is,”
he said on Friday. “Everyone should use the equipment they
clinically need, in line with the guidelines: no more and no less.”
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/apr/10/
robert-jenrickurged-explain-visitparents-duringlockdown
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Lockdown Began
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/apr/12/ukapp-to-track-coronavirus-spread-tobe-launched

21 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Saturday 11th April 2020

Robert Jenrick urged to explain visit to parents during lockdown
● The shadow home secretary has demanded that the cabinet
minister Robert Jenrick fully explain himself after travelling more
than an hour to visit his parents at the weekend – despite warning others to stay at home during the coronavirus lockdown.
● Minister has claimed he was delivering food and medicine to isolating parents 40 miles away
● It also emerged that Jenrick travelled 150 miles from his London
property, where he stayed at the start of the lockdown, to his
£1.2m Herefordshire home from where he travelled to his parents. His website says he lives with his family near Newark, his
constituency in Nottingham, and London.

Sunday 12th April 2020

Contact Tracing
UK app to track coronavirus spread to be launched
● At No 10’s daily press conference on Sunday, Matt Hancock
said the NHS app would allow people to report their symptoms,
and then the app would anonymously alert other app users that
had been in contact with that person in recent days.
● The app, developed by NHSX, the health service’s digital transformation arm, with academic and industry partners, is in the
advanced stages of evaluation and is weeks away from being
ready to be deployed.
● About 60% of the adult population would need to sign up and
engage with the app by registering their symptoms or positive
test results for it to be effective. Their proximity to other users
would be logged, and they would follow advice given in alerts to
self-isolate – even in cases where they were not aware of having
been in contact with someone infected.

Monday 13th April 2020
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https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/12/
domestic-violencesurges-seven-hundred-per-cent-ukcoronavirus

Domestic Abuse
surge in domestic violence during Covid-19 crisis
● Home Secretary Priti Patel insists there is support available for
at-risk women as charities report massive increase in calls
● The UK’s largest domestic abuse charity, Refuge, has reported a
700% increase in calls to its helpline in a single day, while a
separate helpline for perpetrators of domestic abuse seeking
help to change their behaviour received 25% more calls after the
start of the Covid-19 lockdown.
● Sandra Horley, chief executive of Refuge, said: “We welcome
the government’s support at this critical time. We have worked
around the clock to ensure our frontline specialist services remain open and accessible to women experiencing domestic
abuse.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/13/
online-supportgroups-for-alcoholics-on-the-riseduring-lockdown

Lockdown
Online support groups for alcoholics on the rise during lockdown
● The coronavirus lockdown has led to a mushrooming of online
support groups for people coping with drink problems, with organisations such as Alcoholics Anonymous also having to deal
with meetings being hijacked by trolls.
● The response of AA and other organisations come as one leading alcohol charity said the lockdown presented a “near constant
trigger” for recovering alcoholics already struggling against the
way they associated home with drinking.
● With the closure of all of its physical meetings, the shift online
was working “extremely well” according to an AA spokesperson,
who added that the organisation was running to the same format
involving a fixed-duration and roles such as a secretary.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/13/
raab-suggests-uklockdown-couldlast-at-least-another-month

Lockdown
Raab suggests UK lockdown could last at least another month
● PM’s deputy backs chief scientific adviser, saying public must
stay in until peak has passed
● The government must decide by Thursday this week whether to
renew the three-week lockdown period. Raab said a formal decision on how to ease the lockdown would be taken after ministers had received evidence from the scientific advisory group for
emergencies (Sage).
● He said: “We don’t expect to make any changes to the measures currently in place at that point and we won’t until we’re
confident, as confident as we realistically can be, that any such
changes can be safely made.”
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https://www.thePPE
guardian.com/
UK government criticised over PPE and tests as death toll hits
world/2020/apr/12/ 10,000
government-under● The government has been warned that Britain risks having the
fire-over-ppe-andhighest death toll from coronavirus in Europe as the total numtesting-as-uk-deathber of fatalities from the disease in UK hospitals rose above
toll-passes-10000

●

●
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https://www.theguardian.com/uknews/2020/apr/13/
gangs-still-forcingchildren-into-county-lines-drug-trafficking-police-covid19-lockdown

22 Days Since
Lockdown Began

10,000.
As Boris Johnson left hospital on Sunday, criticism of the government’s response to the pandemic was mounting from senior
medics and politicians, particularly over its failure to get enough
personal protective equipment (PPE) and testing to NHS and
care home workers.
Prof Sir Jeremy Farrar, an adviser to the government and director of the Wellcome Trust, said the figures of almost 1,000 daily
hospital deaths showed the UK was in a similar situation to other
European countries that had been badly affected

Children and Vulnerable Adults
Gangs still forcing children into 'county lines' drug trafficking
● Police taskforce head says Covid-19 lockdown has not led to fall
in numbers of young drug runners
● Children and vulnerable adults are still being forced by gangs to
travel from cities to towns and villages as part of “county lines”
drug trafficking, according to the head of a police taskforce set
up to tackle the problem.
● Det Supt Gareth Williams, head of intelligence and covert policing at British Transport Police (BTP), told the Guardian the restrictions on public transport during the coronavirus lockdown
had not resulted in a reduction in the number of mostly juvenile
drug runners identified across the country.
Tuesday 14th April 2020
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/14/
uk-coronavirusrules-autism-learning-disabilities-lockdown

Children and Vulnerable Adults
UK coronavirus rules relaxed for people with autism and learning
disabilities
● People with learning disabilities or autism can leave the house
for exercise more than once a day and can travel outside of their
local area under current lockdown measures, the government
has said.
● The guidance, which had previously stated that non-essential
workers should only leave their homes once a day for exercise
or to shop for basic necessities, was amended on Wednesday.
● The updated advice reads: “If you (or a person in your care)
have a specific health condition that requires you to leave the
home to maintain your health – including if that involves travel
beyond your local area – then you can do so.
● Although those with autism and mental health conditions are advised to limit their travel, and stay as close to their local area as
possible, carers and support workers who do not live in their
household can accompany them.
● The change comes after lawyers from Bindmans LLP and 39
Essex Chambers were asked for help by two families with children on the autistic spectrum.

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/14/
uk-care-providersallege-covid-19death-toll-underestimated

Care Homes
Care providers allege Covid-19 death toll underestimated
● Care home leaders have accused the government of vastly underestimating the deaths of elderly people from coronavirus, as
they warned the disease may be circulating in more than 50% of
nursing homes and mortality is significantly higher than official
figures.
● Operators of several large care providers accused the government of not paying enough attention to the tragedy unfolding in
residential settings across England, as figures from three of the
largest chains show 620 deaths from Covid-19 in recent weeks.
● Official figures released on Tuesday showed just 237 people
died from coronavirus in care homes in two weeks, suggesting
government figures are failing to keep up with rising numbers of
deaths outside hospitals.
● Four Seasons Health Care, MHA and HC-One operate almost
700 homes between them, but still account for less than 5% of
facilities in England, suggesting the overall death toll in care is
likely to be well in excess of 1,000. Numerous other homes are
reporting deaths in double digits as concerns grow about shortages of personal protective equipment (PPE)

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/14/
care-homes-coronavirus-why-wedont-know-true-ukdeath-toll
https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/14/
are-people-dispensable-carehome-managertells-how-third-ofresidents-havedied-from-covid-19
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23 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Economy
UK economy could shrink by 35% with 2m job losses
● Britain’s economy could shrink by 35% this spring and unemployment soar by more than 2 million due to the coronavirus crisis, the government’s independent economics forecaster has
warned.
● In a stark assessment of the economic fallout from Covid-19 as
lockdown measures bring much of the country to a standstill, the
Office for Budget Responsibility said that gross domestic product
(GDP) could plunge by more than a third in the second quarter
of the year and by 13% for 2020 as a whole.

Wednesday 15th April 2020
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https://
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/cps-todowngrade-lessserious-cases/
5103857.article

CPS
CPS to downgrade 'less serious' cases
● Prosecutors have been told to think carefully about the pressures that Covid-19 is placing on the criminal justice system
when they make charging decisions.
● Fresh guidance published by the Crown Prosecution Service
yesterday states that serious cases should be prioritised to
manage the impact of the pandemic and all options should be
explored for less serious offences.
● Max Hill QC, director of public prosecutions, said the public
should be confident that justice will be done ‘but we cannot ignore the unprecedented challenge facing the criminal justice
system’.
● The guidance states that the majority of ongoing trials have
stopped because of problems with victims, witnesses, defendants, advocates and jurors attending.
● Social distancing rules mean courts cannot operate like normal.
The Coronavirus Act 2020 has extended the use of live links in
criminal proceedings, but there are ‘significant challenges’ for
fully virtual courts and juries are excluded from using live links.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/15/
health-expertsfears-over-trumpssuspension-offunds-to-who

Health experts condemn Trump's halting of funding to WHO
● Global health leaders have rounded on Donald Trump, warning
that his decision to suspend funding to the World Health Organization is recklessly endangering the chances of ending the pandemic as fast as possible.
● “Halting funding to the WHO is a dangerous, short-sighted and
politically motivated decision, with potential public health consequences for all countries in the world, whether they are rich or
poor,” said Peter Piot, director of the London School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine and formerly head of UNAIDS.
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https://www.theguardian.com/uknews/2020/apr/15/
in-uk-falls-sharplysince-start-of-coronavirus-lockdown

Crime
Crime in UK falls sharply since start of coronavirus lockdown
● Police have said crime has fallen by 28% since Britain was
locked down to battle the coronavirus.
● Falls in crime recorded by police in the four weeks up until 12
April included a 37% drop in burglary, a 27% drop in vehicle
crime, serious assault and personal robbery. Reported rape offences fell by 37% and shoplifting fell by 54%, with non-essential
stores closed.
● The National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC), which issued the
figures, said forces in England and Wales had seen a 3% increase in reports of domestic violence and were braced for further rises. The rise picked up so far by police is smaller than that
detected by charities.
● Police said there had been a 59% rise in reports of antisocial
behaviour, which they believed was linked to reports about alleged breaches of the emergency laws.
● Deputy chief constable Sara Glen, from the NPCC team working
on the coronavirus, said younger Britons were the group struggling most to stick to the lockdown rules: “If we have good
weather people naturally want to be outside. So, this is something which is a real challenge to us with our demographics in
counties where they’ve got a younger population who want to
party, who want to have barbecues, who want to be outside
when it’s good weather.”

15/4

https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/police-chiefskeep-reportingcrime-to-us-duringcoronavirus-outbreak-we-are-stillhere-for-you

Police
NPCC Crime Update: Covid-19 FPN data, and chiefs urge public to
keep reporting crime
● Police forces have seen crime reduce by 28 per cent in the four
weeks to April 12 compared to the same period last year.
● The provisional data also shows serious assaults and personal
robbery have fallen by 27 per cent and rape 37 per cent. Falls
have also been seen in residential burglary (down 37 per cent),
vehicle crime (down 34 per cent) and shoplifting (down 54 per
cent).
● Calls to 999 are down by 14 per cent and we have seen a 13 per
cent drop in 101 calls. Many more people are reporting online –
a 61 percent increase.
● Fines for breaches of government public health regulations issued by police officers in England and Wales equate to less than
0.01 per cent of the eligible population in England and Wales –
with 3,203 fines issued in England between March 27 and April
13.
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24 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Domestic Abuse
● At least 16 suspected domestic abuse killings in the UK have
been identified by campaigners since the Covid-19 lockdown
restrictions were imposed, far higher than the average rate for
the time of year, it has emerged.
● Karen Ingala Smith, the founder of Counting Dead Women, a
pioneering project that records the killing of women by men in
the UK, has identified at least 16 killings between 23 March and
12 April, including those of children.
● Looking at the same period over the last 10 years, Smith’s data
records an average of five deaths.
Thursday 16th April 2020 - First Lockdown Review Period

Lockdown Review Date
Covid Cases and Deaths
● Confirmed UK cases - 300,469
● New cases - 1,218
● UK deaths - 42,288

16/4
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/16/
data-on-bamedeaths-fromcovid-19-must-bepublished-politicians-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/16/
inquiry-disproportionate-impactcoronavirus-bame

BAME
Failure to publish data on BAME deaths could put more lives at
risk
● Government agrees to inquiry into why patients from ethnic minorities seem worse affected by Covid-19
● Public Health England must publish the data it holds on the
deaths of BAME patients from Covid-19 as failure to do so could
be putting lives at risk, politicians and pressure groups have
warned.
● Patients from ethnic minority backgrounds are over-represented
in critical care units and among NHS staff who have died
● But with no comprehensive data about the ethnicity of those who
have died as a result of the virus publicly available, critics said
the failure to publish the information could create the impression
that the problem doesn’t exist.
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Social Care
'An afterthought' in UK coronavirus response, says leaked letter
● Covid-19 now appears to be sweeping through council- and privately run care homes, with some operators estimating that up
to two-thirds of their residents are infected.
● The Association of Directors of Adult Social Services (Adass)
said they were “extremely unhappy” with communications from
the ministry before Easter and issued an 11-point list of complaints, concluding: “We and our staff are working flat out.” and
said national delivery of protective equipment to care homes had
been “shambolic”, the government had fallen short on testing of
care staff and residents, and it had provided “contradictory messages” about how to shield vulnerable people.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/16/
coronavirus-capttom-mooreraises-12m-nhscompletes-gardenwalk

Capt Tom Moore raises £15m for NHS as he completes garden
walk
● A 99-year-old war veteran has raised a staggering £15m for
NHS staff after reaching his goal of walking 100 laps of his garden.

25 Days Since
Lockdown Began
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https://www.cps.gov.uk/yorkshireand-humberside/
news/castlefordpoundland-queuejumper-sentencedsix-months-covid

Friday 17th April 2020

CPS Briefings
Castleford: Poundland queue-jumper sentenced to six months for
COVID-related offences
● A man who tried to jump the queue at Castleford's Poundland
was sentenced to six months in prison at Leeds Magistrates’
Court yesterday (16 April) for COVID-related offences.
● On 14 April, Darren Swain (57) became aggressive and abusive
to staff who were supervising a queue of shoppers at the Albion
Street store, allowing only a restricted number into the shop at
any one time to ensure social distancing.
● Swain attempted to jump the queue, and when prevented by
staff, coughed theatrically into the air close to them and to nearby members of the public. He then gargled and spat in the direction of a female staff member, and laughed. When police officers
arrived at the scene, he spat at them also.
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https://www.thePolice
guardian.com/
Reasonable Excuse - Driving to take a walk is lawful
world/2020/apr/16/
● ‘Reasonable excuses’ also include moving house, buying luxudriving-for-exerciseries and essential repairs
allowed-under-lock● Driving to the countryside and walking – where more time is
down-rules-policespent doing the latter than the former – is among a list of reaadvised-coronavirus

●

●

sonable excuses for Britons leaving their home during the coronavirus lockdown, according to advice issued to police.
A document published by the National Police Chiefs’ Council
(NPCC) and the professional standards body the College of
Policing says public statements made soon after the adoption of
the lockdown regulations suggested members of the public
could leave their homes only if “essential” to do so.
However, the document says the legal basis for police is in fact
whether someone has a “reasonable excuse”. The document
categorically states it is “lawful to drive for exercise”. However,
driving for a prolonged period for only brief exercise would “not
likely” be a reasonable excuse.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/17/
nhs-staff-to-beasked-to-treatcoronavirus-patients-withoutgowns

NHS PPE
NHS staff told 'wear aprons' as protective gowns run out
● U-turn on original guidelines of full-length waterproof gear for
high-risk procedures
● NHS bosses have asked doctors and nurses to work without
protective full-length gowns when treating Covid-19 patients, as
hospitals came within hours of running out of supplies.
● The guidance is a reversal of Public Health England (PHE)
guidelines stipulating that full-length waterproof surgical gowns,
designed to stop coronavirus droplets getting into someone’s
mouth or nose, should be worn for all high-risk hospital procedures.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/17/
coronavirus-exertsheavy-toll-on-filipino-community-inuk

BAME
Coronavirus exerts heavy toll on Filipino community in UK
● As many as 29 people from the Philippines or with Filipino heritage – including a Grenfell Tower fire survivor – are believed to
have died from Covid-19, as the pandemic exerts a heavy toll on
a community that helps form the backbone to Britain’s healthcare sector.
● Some 18 of those who have lost their lives worked in the health
sector, in roles including NHS nurses and porters, healthcare
assistants and care home staff. A number of others are critically
ill in intensive care.
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uk-government-extends-coronavirusfurlough-schemeuntil-end-of-june

26 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Furlough Scheme
● UK government extends furlough scheme until end of June
● Chancellor moves swiftly to protect jobs after coronavirus lockdown extended by three weeks

Saturday 18th April 2020
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/18/
failure-to-recordethnicity-ofcovid-19-victims-ascandal-says-bmachief

BAME
Failure to record ethnicity of Covid-19 victims a 'scandal', says
BMA chief
● The government’s failure to record and publish real-time data on
the ethnicity of Covid-19 patients is a scandal that is endangering lives, according to the chair of the British Medical Association.
● Dr Chaand Nagpaul said: “This is not an issue that should require further campaigning. It would be a scandal if it requires
further lobbying as data recording needs to start now, not tomorrow. When you have stark statistics like this, it is an instruction
for the government to act.”
● Hospitals are not currently required to record the ethnicity of any
patients who are admitted, fall critically ill or die. There have
been more than 15,000 hospital deaths in the UK with the virus,
but an independent study of the first 5,578 patients has shown
that Covid-19 is disproportionately affecting ethnic minorities.
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/18/
coronavirus-uk-jenrick-has-made-itclear-parks-muststay-open

Lockdown
Parks must stay open
● Robert Jenrick, the housing, communities and local government
secretary, has “made it clear” to councils that they must keep
parks open during the coronavirus lockdown, although he sidestepped calls to apologise for visiting his Herefordshire home.
● Speaking at the daily Downing Street press conference on the
coronavirus outbreak, Jenrick said it “cannot be right” that some
councils across the country had closed their parks in recent
weeks.
● He said that, while the virus “does not discriminate”, lockdown
measures are much harder for people who do not have gardens
or open spaces for children to run around in.
● Communities secretary also clarified that close family members
can attend funerals

39

27 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Sunday 19th April 2020

Covid Cases and Deaths
● Death toll in UK rises to 16,060
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https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/19/
nearly-seven-million-jobs-at-risk-iflockdown-lasts-formonths

Economy
● Nearly seven million jobs at risk if lockdown lasts for months
● Estimates produced by the Institute for Social and Economic
Research (ISER) at the University of Essex suggest the lockdown threatens to temporarily take at least 6.5 million jobs out of
the economy , around a fifth of the national total.
● The institute’s modelling factors in the ability of employees to
work from home, which means some sectors are less affected
than others. It also estimates how the reduction in demand for
goods and services is having an impact on jobs.
● The researchers estimate that almost 2 million jobs in the
wholesale and retail industry (48% of the total) and 1.3 million
jobs in hotels, pubs, restaurants and cafes (75% of the total)
have disappeared, with a further 1 million being lost in the service sector.
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/apr/19/
impossible-for-ukto-meet-covid-19testing-targets-sayscientists

Covid-19 testing targets are a headline grabber
● The government’s target of carrying out 100,000 Covid-19 tests
each day by the end of the month has come under criticism from
senior scientists, who say it will be impossible to reach.
● Experts told the Guardian that a “macho” focus on headlinegrabbing figures had been pursued at the expense of rigorous
science.
● The Cabinet Office minister, Michael Gove, said on Sunday that
the government was confident that the goal of 100,000 tests daily by the end of April would be met.
● However, scepticism is building. On Saturday, only 21,626 tests
were carried out.
● Paul Hunter, a professor of medicine at the University of East
Anglia, said he viewed the target as impossible. “I cannot see
that being achieved,” he said. “It was always designed to be a
headline grabber rather than anything else.”
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Economy
Young Britons have been hit hard
● It’s time the young got a break. Already, those who left education
to enter the workforce after the financial crisis of 2008 have had
their lives scarred. If you get unlucky and enter work in bad economic times, it will shadow your entire life.
● Thus the 2008-11 “crisis cohort”, as the Resolution Foundation
calls them, have suffered measurably lower wages, fewer career
opportunities and more insecure work than their predecessors.
And now Covid-19 is creating a “super-crisis cohort” about to
experience the same effect, only worse. Unless government,
business and society collectively act, what lies ahead will be unfairness heaped upon unfairness.
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https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/19/
concern-britonsfeeling-trappedlonely-during-lockdown-mental-health

Mental Health
Concern for Britons feeling trapped and lonely during lockdown
● People who feel trapped and lonely during the coronavirus lockdown must be swiftly identified and given the help they need,
one of the experts leading the UK’s assessment of the outbreak’s psychological impact has said.
● Prof Rory O’Connor, of the University of Glasgow’s institute of
health and wellbeing, has overseen what is believed to be the
largest nationally representative survey of the adult population’s
response to the crisis.
● “Understandably, the initial response was about the physical
containment of the virus, but we need to now ensure that we are
protecting people’s mental health,” he said. “We do know from
an initial snapshot survey that people are reporting elevated levels of anxiety, depression and stress. That’s why it’s so urgent
that we identify who is vulnerable so we can put measures in
place.”
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https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/apr/19/
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Education
● Teachers in England condemn speculation over school reopenings
● Paul Whiteman, general secretary of the National Association of
Head Teachers, said the use of unattributed comments from the
government was spreading fear and confusion among parents,
students and staff.
● Top academies head calls for date to be set to reopen UK

28 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Monday 20th April 2020
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https://
New Powers - Power Grab
www.lawgazette.● Is a UK daily death toll numbered in the hundreds distracting us
co.uk/features/powfrom unjustified assaults on our rights and the responsibilities of
er-grab/5103913.argovernment?
ticle

●

●

●
●
●
●
●

Liberty, the UK human rights body, has described the Coronavirus Act 2020 as ‘a drastic reimagining of state power’. Consider just a few of the changes introduced by the legislation,
through 87 clauses over 329 pages:
Health officials – if necessary supported by the police – can
compel people to undergo medical testing for the virus and enforce their isolation.
The police themselves acquire new powers; criminal law safeguards are removed.
National and local governments acquire executive powers which
they can activate at will.
Government ministers can issue regulations and guidance
which, in effect, alter or override primary legislation.
Local authorities acquire mechanisms by which they can ditch
their social care duties to vulnerable adults.
Elections are suspended.
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https://
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Courts
Fully remote jury test a ‘success for open justice’
● Campaign group Justice has run an experimental fully remote
jury trial to test whether it could be a fair alternative to face-toface hearings during the coronavirus lockdown.
● In the experimental trial, the volunteer participants appeared
from different physical locations and dealt with a fictional case of
a man charged with wounding.
● A preliminary evaluation by Professor Linda Mulcahy of Oxford
University and Dr Emma Rowden from Oxford Brookes University found ‘much that worked well’. Describing a ‘success for open
justice’, they said the videolink had a ‘positive impact on “sightlines” in the trial’ which, unlike in a physical court, meant all parties could see each other ‘very clearly and were accorded equal
visual status’.

20/4

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/20/rafplanes-await-orderto-set-off-to-collectppe-from-turkey

NHS PPE
Turkey Plane
● The British government reacted desperately to delays in securing urgently needed supplies of personal protective equipment
from Turkey on Monday evening, dispatching an RAF plane in
an attempt to force Ankara to release them.
● The plane, one of three that have been waiting to be dispatched
to pick up the shipment of 400,000 protective gowns for NHS
staff, took off from RAF Brize Norton on Monday despite earlier
ministerial assurances that the matter was on the brink of being
resolved.
● By the time the flight took off there was no indication from the
Turkish authorities that the equipment had been approved for
export.
42

Care Homes
UK care home bosses call for help from medics as death toll grows
● Doctors and nurses must urgently be deployed to fight coronavirus in care homes, care bosses have said, as the largest operators announced sharp rises in their death tolls.
● Care UK, which runs 122 homes in England and Scotland, revealed a 65% increase in deaths in just four days and said the
virus had reached 70% of its homes. Four Seasons Health Care,
which operates 190 homes, said fatalities had increased by 60%
in six days, with nearly two in three of its homes affected.
● Ministers have continued to cite a figure of 217 care home
deaths across England and Wales, which was published last
week by the Office for National Statistics with a three-week time
lag. But five of the largest providers contacted by the Guardian
have now recorded at least 1,052 deaths between them from
confirmed or suspected cases of Covid-19.
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https://www.theUK Past the Peak
guardian.com/poli● PM says the UK is past the peak of coronavirus and vows to
tics/2020/apr/30/
produce a road map for the economy. “I can confirm today for
britain-is-past-peakthe first time that we are past the peak of this disease. We are
of-coronavirus-outpast the peak and we are on the downward slope,”
break-says-boris● Boris Johnson promised to set out next week how schools and
johnson

●
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Lockdown Began
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https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/21/
rise-in-peoplesleeping-rough-atheathrow-as-councils-fail-to-provideaccommodation

workplaces could safely reopen once lockdown restrictions were
eased, as he claimed the UK was past the peak of the coronavirus outbreak.
Despite announcing an increase of 674 in the death toll of the
virus, taking it to a total of 26,771, the prime minister suggested
the worst was over.

Tuesday 21st April 2020

Rough Sleepers
Rise in people sleeping rough at Heathrow as councils fail to provide accommodation
● Dozens of homeless people are sleeping at Heathrow airport
after being denied emergency accommodation by councils despite promises from the government that all would be taken off
the streets during the coronavirus pandemic, it has emerged.
● Since the Covid-19 lockdown began, one of the rough sleepers,
a professional woman in her 40s from west Africa who is trying
to regularise her immigration status, said that the number in
Terminal 5 had more than doubled. She said the rough sleepers
were a mix of migrants and British citizens.
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Education
Pupils begin studying at home
● Millions of children in the UK returned to their schoolwork on
Monday for the first day of the summer term. But for the first time
in recent memory the majority did so from home.
● Through video conference classes, assigned written exercises
and self-study, teachers have sought to ensure the coronavirus
lockdown affects their pupils’ development as little as possible.
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NHS
Nightingale hospital to turn away patients
● Covid-19 patient transfers to new London facility cancelled owing to lack of ICU nurses
● The disclosure comes amid a growing belief among hospital
management in the capital that the Nightingale, built to great acclaim over just nine days, was becoming a “white elephant”.
● The hospital has been unable to admit about 50 people with the
disease and needing “life or death” care since its first patient arrived at the site, in the ExCeL exhibition centre, in London’s
Docklands, on 7 April. Thirty of these people were rejected because of a lack of staff.
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/apr/21/
virtual-house-oflords-sittings-willnot-be-broadcastlive

Virtual House of Lords sittings will not be broadcast live
● Virtual hearings of the House of Lords will not be televised after
the upper house of parliament decided to use a Microsoft videoconferencing programme rather than Zoom.
● Some peers said the decision to run parliament in this manner
was “unacceptable”, after it emerged that sessions will effectively be held in private for an initial two-week period.
● Over 100 MPs and peers in call to back creative industries in
lockdown
● While the House of Commons was using Zoom and broadcasting proceedings live, the Lords was equipped with Microsoft
Teams, with peers blaming technical limitations for the decision.
● The Lords’ Conservative chief whip, Lord Hyde, said the upper
house would only use Zoom when it was secure, raising questions over why the Commons was able to roll out use of the programme to 650 MPs.

30 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Wednesday 22nd April 2020
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http://www.legisla- Amendments to Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions)
t i o n . g o v. u k / u k s i / (England) Regulations 2020
2020/447/made/
data.pdf
● Made - 21st April 2020
http://www.legislat i o n . g o v. u k / u k s i /
2020/350/pdfs/uksi_20200350_en.pd
f

●
●

Laid before Parliament at 12.30 p.m. on 22nd April 2020
Coming into force - at 11.00 a.m. on 22nd April 2020

●
●

In force from 22nd April 2020
In addition to ‘leaving’ the place of residence without a reasonable excuse, ‘being outside’ the place of residence without a
reasonable excuse is an offence (Regulation 6(1))

https://cosmopolismigration.com/
2 0 2 0 / 0 4 / 2 8 / There is specific guidance relating to children participating in gatherings
c h a n g e s - t o - t h e - (Regulation 8):
health-protection● A relevant person, including police officers or those designated
coronavirus-restricby local authority may instruct the individual responsible for the
tions-england-reguchild to return them to their place of residence
lations-2020-in●
The responsible individual must ensure the child complies, so far
force-from-11-amas possible
on-22-april-2020/

Fixed Penalty Notices (Regulation 10):
● Age limit amended to ‘18 and over instead of ‘over 18.
● FPNs £60 - £30 if paid within 14 days
Dispersal of gatherings of more than 3 people (Regulation 11):
● A relevant person may use ‘reasonable force’ if necessary to
remove an individual from a gathering
● Concerns raised over the potential for overzealous policing, the
lack of clarity around what constitutes a reasonable excuse and
the infringement on ECHR Articles 5, 8, 9 and 11
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h t t p s : / / w w w. b u z- Courts
z f e e d . c o m / e m i l y- Unrepresented Defendants - Internal Ministry of Justice Report dugan/the-govern- ‘Do not quote publicly’
ment-tried-to-con● The Ministry of Justice concealed the existence of a 36-page
ceal-this-testimonyinternal report containing explosive testimony from judges and
f r o m - j u d g e s ? u tprosecutors about the impact on the justice system of the rising
m _ t e r m = . i i wnumber of people defending criminal charges without a lawyer,
QR7L7k#.hwLMw2
Unrepresented Defendants: Perceived effects on the Crown
N2J

●

Court in England and Wales and indicative volumes in magistrates’ courts"
The study was commissioned by the government to review the
impact of cuts to legal aid made in the 2012 Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act (LASPO) and was based
on in-depth interviews with 15 crown court judges and six prosecutors.
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https://
Courts
www.lawgazette.- Solicitor spends hours in call queue for update on abuse injuncco.uk/news/solici- tions
tor-spends-hours● A solicitor spent a total of two-and-a-half hours in one day waitin-call-queue-foring on the phone to the courts to get an update on two emerupdate-on-abusegency applications for domestic abuse injunctions submitted 24
injunctions-/
hours earlier, the Gazette has been told. 'That's just one mem5103963.article
ber of staff from one day. I've got 10 staff,' Jenny Beck, director
of London family specialist Beck Fitzgerald, said.
● Since the country went into Covid-19 lockdown, Beck's firm has
been doing around 10 injunctions a week for people in 'perilous
situations'. Beck said domestic abuse victims were at greater
risk during the lockdown. Tensions are heightened and victims
are unable to leave home to stay somewhere else. The firm has
been open until 10pm during lockdown because 'there's a
chance that [the alleged perpetrator] collapsed in front of the TV
and the children are in bed'.
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Social Distancing
UK will need social distancing until at least end of year, says Whitty
● Social distancing will be needed until at least the end of the year
to prevent fresh outbreaks of coronavirus even though the UK
has reached the peak of the current epidemic, the government’s
chief medical officer has said.
● Prof Chris Whitty, the UK’s most senior medic, said it was important to be realistic that “highly disruptive” social distancing would
need to be in place for “really quite a long period of time”.
● He said there was only an “incredibly small” chance of a vaccine
or treatments being ready for use this year, and social distancing
would have to stay in place to suppress outbreaks until then.

46

PPE
Private firm running UK PPE stockpile was sold in middle of pandemic
● The management and the distribution of the stockpile has been
outsourced to a private company, Movianto, which was sold two
weeks ago for $133m (£107m) by its owner, a large US healthcare group.
● The fact that Movianto was being sold in the midst of a global
pandemic, months after being instructed by the UK government
to start mobilising the PPE supply.
● The warehouse appears unremarkable, except for its size. Just
off a motorway on an industrial estate in Merseyside sits a
35,000 sq m (377,000 sq ft) purpose-built warehouse with 20
loading docks to enable the storage and rapid distribution of
hundreds of millions of face masks, aprons, gowns, gloves and
body bags.

22/4

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/22/
revealed-privatefirm-running-ukppe-stockpile-wassold-in-middle-ofpandemic

22/4

BAME
Ethnic minorities dying of Covid-19 at higher rate
● The Guardian analysis found that of 12,593 patients who died in
hospital up to 19 April, 19% were Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) even though these groups make up only 15% of the
general population in England.
● And the analysis revealed that three London boroughs with high
BAME populations - Harrow, Brent and Barnet – were also
among the five local authorities with the highest death rates in
https://www.thehospitals and the community.
guardian.com/
● The findings confirm suspicions raised by local reports, hospitalworld/2020/apr/22/
racial-inequality-inisation rates and evidence from other countries, that minority
britain-found-a-riskgroups face the greatest risk. And they show for the first time
factor-for-covid-19
that areas with high ethnic minority populations in England and
Wales tend to have higher mortality rates
https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/apr/22/
why-are-peoplefrom-bame-groupsdying-disproportionately-ofcovid-19

31 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Thursday 23rd April 2020

Covid Cases and Deaths
● UK records 684 deaths in UK hospital
● Total death toll is 19,506
23/4

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Key Worker Testing
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Coronavirus tests to be offered to key workers and families in Engworld/2020/apr/23/ land
coronavirus-testing● Millions of workers and relatives will be able to book appointt o - b e - o ff e r e d - t o ment online from Friday
england-key-workers-and-families
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Care Homes
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Government is failing to test sick care home residents for coronworld/2020/apr/24/ avirus following pledge
sick-care-home-res● 10 days after Matt Hancock promised on 14th April that anyone
idents-not-testedin residential care would be checked if symptomatic, a leaked
despite-uk-governemail has revealed.
ment-pledge

●

●
●

23/4

With a worsening crisis in care homes for the elderly, where
thousands have died, the health secretary pledged on 14 April
that all residents would be able to get a test, not just an initial
five people in an outbreak at each home.
He claimed again on Thursday that “anybody in a care home
who has symptoms now gets tested”.
However, a leaked email from Public Health England (PHE) to a
care provider said on Wednesday that “the processes to undertake this have still not been established”.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Follow the Science - Public Health Overlooked and Political Abdig u a r d i a n . c o m / cation
world/2020/apr/23/
● Ministers accused of abdicating political duty to narrow field of
scientists-criticiseopaque expertise on Covid-19
uk-government● Experts have voiced growing frustration over the UK governover-following-thement’s claim that it is “following the science”, saying the refrain
science

●

●

32 Days Since
Lockdown Began

is being used to abdicate responsibility for political decisions.
They also raised concerns that the views of public health experts
were being overlooked, with disproportionate weight given to the
views of modellers.
“As a scientist, I hope I never again hear the phrase ‘based on
the best science and evidence’ spoken by a politician,” Prof Devi
Sridhar, chair of global public health at the University of Edinburgh, “This phrase has become basically meaningless and
used to explain anything and everything.”

Friday 24th April 2020
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h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Trials - Judiciary sets up working party to bring back jury trials
co.uk/news/judicia● The Law Society, Bar Council and Criminal Bar Association have
ry-sets-up-workingjoined the working party, which will report to the lord chief justice
party-to-bring-backthrough its chair, Mr Justice Edis.
j u r y - t r i a l s /
● The Society will be represented by Ian Kelcey, co-chair of the
5104005.article

●

●

24/4

criminal law committee. Kelcey told the Gazette that he will be
happy to receive constructive suggestions from members of the
profession which he can feed into the group to consider.
While HM Courts & Tribunals Service has kept several courts
open to keep the justice system running during the Covid-19
lockdown, jury trials have been paused.
Buckland says he will do everything he can to preserve the jury
system and ruled out judge-only trials.

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Virtual Hearings: And the judge wore pyjama trousers
co.uk/commentary● The video cameras were upper-body only. We know that at least
and-opinion/andone lawyer was wearing his jeans and we would have been
the-judge-wore-pynone the wiser if the judge still had his pyjama trousers on. In
jama-trousers/
this brave new world, you can now attend court in pyjama bot5104008.article

toms, but otherwise the formality and efficacy of the process is
as it ever was.

25/4

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Dominic Cummings
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Cummings is on secret scientific advisory group for Covid-19
world/2020/apr/24/
● The prime minister’s chief political adviser, Dominic Cummings,
revealed-dominicand a data scientist he worked with on the Vote Leave campaign
cummings-on-sefor Brexit are on the secret scientific group advising the governcret-scientific-adviment on the coronavirus pandemic, according to a list leaked to
sory-group-forthe Guardian.
covid-19

●

●

●

It reveals that both Cummings and Ben Warner were among 23
attendees present at a crucial convening of the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (Sage) on 23 March, the day Boris
Johnson announced a nationwide lockdown in a televised address.
Multiple attendees of Sage told the Guardian that both Cummings and Warner had been taking part in meetings of the group
as far back as February.
The inclusion of Downing Street advisers on Sage will raise
questions about the independence of its scientific advice.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/busi- UK lockdown sends retail sales to record low, but alcohol sales
ness/2020/apr/24/ rise
uk-lockdown-sends● UK retail sales recorded their largest fall on record in March as
retail-sales-toconsumers were forced to restrict their shopping trips under the
record-low-but-algovernment lockdown.
cohol-sales-rise

●

●

●

24/4

The fall in retail sales of 5.1% compared with the previous month
exceeded the already downbeat expectations of City analysts,
who forecast a 4% slide for March.
Only panic-buying of food and freezers before the lockdown and
household goods purchased online prevented a bigger slump,
leading to predictions of a fall of up to 30% in April when the full
impact of the government’s restriction measures will be felt.
The Office for National Statistics said store closures had hit
sales of furniture and home furnishings and especially clothing,
which divied by 35% month on month. Petrol sales declined by
19% month on month.

h t t p s : / / Social Care
www.lawgazette.- Councils move to ditch adult social care duties
co.uk/news/coun● One of the Coronavirus Act’s most controversial measures has
cils-move-to-ditchbeen ‘switched on’ by at least six English local authorities, allowadult-social-careing these councils to suspend social care duties to disabled
duties/5104011.artiadults.
cle

●

●

●

33 Days Since
Lockdown Began

The councils, named by campaign groups and charities, had not
been publicly listed by the Department of Health and Social
Care, but are now confirmed by a government minister as Sunderland City Council, Middlesbrough Council, Warwickshire
County Council, Staffordshire County Council, Birmingham City
Council and Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council.
Where councils’ directors of adult social care at councils have
introduced ‘easements’ to the Care Act 2014, they no longer
have a duty to carry out assessments of individuals’ and carers’
needs, the provision of detailed care plans, or the duty to meet
the needs of someone assessed as eligible for care and support.
These duties are replaced by the ‘power’ to provide support and
services.
Birmingham City Council placed a statement online. It said: ‘The
local authority will now be streamlining processes under Care
Act’.

Saturday 25th April 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Covid Cases and Deaths
guardian.com/
● The death toll reached 20,319 on Saturday, after 813 new hospiworld/2020/apr/25/
tal deaths were recorded.
uk-coronavirus● Britain has the fifth highest official coronavirus death toll in the
death-toll-passesworld, after the US, Italy, Spain and France
grim-milestoneof-20000

25/4

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Key Worker Testing
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Coronavirus tests for key workers in England run out quickly for
world/2020/apr/25/ second day
england-and-wales● Home-testing kits unavailable 15 minutes after website opens
coronavirus-testand drive-through slots booked up within hour
slots-and-kits-run● More than 10 million key workers and their households are eligiout-again

ble for Covid-19 tests as the government attempts to deliver its
pledge of 100,000 tests a day by Thursday

34 Days Since
Lockdown Began
26/4

Sunday 26th April 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
guardian.com/edu● Vulnerable Children - Just one in 20 pupils deemed to be at risk
cation/2020/apr/26/
are turning up for lessons, says Department for Education
schools-in-england● The Department for Education’s own figures suggest that just
warned-over-blind5% of pupils identified as vulnerable were attending school in
spot-as-vulnerableEngland. Ofsted, the education watchdog, is warning of a “worchildren-stay-home

●

rying blindspot” resulting from schools and nurseries being unable to alert social services about potential neglect or abuse.
Anne Longfield, the Children’s Commissioner for England, who
released a report on Saturday warning that hundreds of thousands of young people were off the radar as a result of the lockdown, said there was evidence that some schools could be doing more.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Britain’s lockdown diaries expose gulf in wellbeing between rich
guardian.com/soci- and poor
ety/2020/apr/26/
● A study of 50 Britons over three weeks shows the emotional toll
britains-lockdownof struggling to stay afloat as incomes shrink and reveals a three
diaries-expose-gulfweeks reveals a bleak contrast between those who, like Ted,
i n - w e l l b e i n g - b ecan afford to cope in the current crisis, and those struggling to
tween-rich-and-poor

●

●

26/4

feed their families and maintain their physical and mental health.
Put together by Britain Thinks, a third of respondents keeping
weekly diaries admit they are not coping well. Two fifths have
seen their incomes shrink and many are struggling to stay afloat.
Mental health is a grave concern with almost half of young people and children in the study reporting a marked rise in anxiety
and fear for the future.
The gulf in wellbeing between this generation and older, affluent
respondents is stark

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Domestic Abuse
g u a r d i a n . c o m / The domestic abuse bill failing women trapped in lockdown
commentisfree/
● Women in life-threatening situations are being let down at a time
2020/apr/26/thewhen they’re most in need of help
observer-view-on● This week, the long-delayed domestic abuse bill will return to
the-domesticparliament for its second reading. It comprises some welcome
abuse-bill-failingmeasures, including the creation of a statutory definition of dowomen-trapped-inmestic abuse, which includes emotional, coercive and economic
lockdown

●
●

35 Days Since
Lockdown Began

abuse as well as physical violence, and the legal establishment
of a domestic abuse commissioner.
The cost of properly resourcing domestic abuse services which
the government estimates at £66bn a year.
For abuse victims and their children, the lockdown has only
tightened the security of the domestic prisons in which they are
trapped. Yet they continue to fall through the cracks of the government’s Covid-19 response.

Monday 27th April 2020

52

27/4

h t t p s : / / Police
www.lawgazette.- Fixed penalty notice for breach of lockdow
co.uk/legal-updates/
● The inconsistent approaches of different police forces to enforce
f i x e d - p e n a l t y - n othese regulations has been widely reported, initially perhaps due
tice-for-breach-ofto the lack of guidance in this area. That has now been rectified.
lockdown-notifyingHowever, ultimately still, the police are continuing to exercise
the-sra/5104044.artheir judgement dependent upon the circumstances of each inditicle

●

●

vidual encounter.
Driving to the country for a dog walk, sun-bathing in the park
through to altercations with family members at home all have the
potential to attract a pandemic-related penalty. Clearly some
misdemeanours might be regarded as more serious than others
in normal times.
So where does this leave SRA-regulated individuals who are
issued with a FPN for non-compliance with these regulations?

27/4

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Boris Johnson Back to work
guardian.com/
● PM back in No 10 as ministers warn physical distancing is here
world/2020/apr/26/
to stay after lockdown
boris-johnson-re● New Normal
turns-to-no-10-anda-government-under-pressure

27/4

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS PPE
guardian.com/soci- UK doctors finding it harder to get PPE kit to treat Covid-19 paety/2020/apr/27/uk- tients
doctors-finding-it● Royal College of Physicians says NHS staff’s lives are still at
harder-to-get-pperisk despite ministers’ pledges
kit-to-treat-covid-19● Doctors working in the riskiest areas of the UK’s hospitals with
patients-researchCovid-19 patients are finding it harder to get protective kit, dereveals

●

spite ministerial pledges to solve the problem, research reveals.
The Royal College of Physicians has condemned the apparently
worsening availability of personal protective equipment (PPE) as
“truly terrible” and warned that frontline staff’s lives are at risk as
a result
Among doctors performing aerosol-generating procedures
(AGP), in which patients with the disease release droplets from
their mouth, 37% cannot always access a visor to wear while
31% have not been able to obtain a full-length surgical gown.
Both are key elements of the full PPE NHS staff are advised to
wear when participating in an AGP, such as a patient being intubated before being ventilated
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Lockdown
g u a r d i a n . c o m / The key areas to look at in easing the UK coronavirus lockdown
world/2020/apr/26/
● From schools to shops, with jobs at risk, the government must
the-key-areas-tobalance the interests of economy and public safety
look-at-in-easingthe-uk-coronaviruslockdown

36 Days Since
Lockdown Began
28/4

Tuesday 28th April 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Families of health staff who die of coronavirus to get £60,000 payworld/2020/apr/27/ outs
families-health-staff● The health and social care secretary said 82 NHS workers and
die-coronavirus-get16 social care staff have died during the crisis. “I feel a deep
60000-payoutspersonal sense of duty that we must care for their loved ones,”
matt-hancock

he added. He announced the creation of a new life assurance
scheme, funded by the taxpayer, which would support families.
Matt Hancock says he feels ‘deep sense of duty’ to those infected while at work

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e●
guardian.com/
world/2020/apr/27/
families-of-nhs-andcare-staff-who-died- Response:
from-covid-19-to● Grieving NHS families say £60,000 cannot make up for loss
get-60000
● Relatives of staff who died of virus welcome new payouts but

warn focus must be on PPE

28/4

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Public Involvement in Government Daily Press Conference
guardian.com/
● Public to get question at daily UK coronavirus press conference
world/2020/apr/27/
● No 10 says move not attempt to replace journalists despite
public-to-submitworsening relationship
questions-for-uk● Members of the public are now being invited to submit their
c o v i d - 1 9 - c o r o nquestion on the government’s website, with the polling company
avirus-press-conYouGov employed to select one issue to be put to ministers
ference

●

every day.
The health secretary, Matt Hancock, said on Monday the government had received 15,000 questions from the public in the
first seven hours.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Care Homes
guardian.com/soci- The New Coronavirus Frontline
ety/2020/apr/27/
● The UK’s coronavirus frontline has switched from hospitals to
care-homes-nowcare homes
uks-coronavirus● In the week ending 19 April, 651 of the 682 coronavirus outfrontline-sectorbreaks reported across the whole of England were in care
leaders-say

●

●

28/4

homes, Public Health England (PHE) reported.
Care UK reported 244 Covid-19 deaths in its facilities, a 74%
rise in six days, including 18 deaths in a single home in north
London where a care worker also died.
Four Seasons Health Care reported a 79% increase in deaths in
two weeks, bringing its death toll to 286, while the UK’s largest
private provider, HC One, announced a 50% increase in deaths
in 10 days, to 616. Bupa, which operates 125 homes, revealed it
had lost well over 200 residents with confirmed or suspected
coronavirus

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
g u a r d i a n . c o m / UK's lowest paid most at risk during Covid-19 crisis
world/2020/apr/28/
● Study says 8.6m key workers have jobs with greatest threat to
uks-lowest-paidhealth and finances
most-at-risk-during● Britain’s lowest-paid workers, women and young adults have
covid-19-crisis-rejobs with the biggest health and economic risks during the coroport-finds

●

navirus lockdown, according to a report into the uneven impact
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
More than a month into the UK’s lockdown, the Resolution
Foundation think tank said jobs in shutdown parts of the economy were lower paid than average, with as many as one in four of
the lowest earners in society working in sectors forced into temporary closure, compared with less than one in 20 of the highest
paid.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/busi- UK retail suffering from collapse in consumer spending, says CBI
ness/2020/apr/28/
● Almost two-fifths of Britain’s retailers have closed for business
cbi-report-revealscompletely as a result of a Covid-19 lockdown that has promptuk-retailers-hit-byed a collapse in consumer spending unmatched since the financovid-19-consumercial crisis in late 2008.
spending-collapse

●

●

●

28/4

April’s monthly health check of high street and online sales from
the CBI reported that two-thirds of businesses had been adversely affected by the pandemic and almost all said they were
experiencing cash flow problems.
The employers’ organisation’s distributive trades survey polled
70 retailers in the three weeks after the UK economy’s enforced
closure was announced and found that 71% said activity was
down on a year earlier, compared with 16% reporting an increase.
The balance of –55 points was the joint lowest since the survey
was first published in 1983 and only matched by December
2008, shortly after the near-collapse of the global banking system.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Face Masks
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Ministers split over coronavirus advice on wearing face masks
world/2020/apr/28/
● Ministers are split over whether to change government advice on
ministers-split-overwearing face masks, with Matt Hancock, the health secretary,
coronavirus-advicestressing that the evidence for them was weak despite Scoton-wearing-faceland’s decision to recommend cloth coverings in some public
masks

●

●

37 Days Since
Lockdown Began

places.
Hancock expressed his scepticism about changing the UK-wide
advice in the daily No 10 press conference on Tuesday, emphasising that physical distancing was a much greater priority.
However, Whitehall sources said the discussion on the issue
was still live among ministers, even though the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (Sage) presented its verdict on the
issue to the cabinet almost a week ago, which is understood to
have advised there was little evidence masks reduce the spread
of infection in the community

Wednesday 29th April 2020
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h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- £220m needed to clear Covid-19 court backlog
co.uk/news/220m● The government will need to spend as much as an additional
needed-to-clear£220m over two years to clear the backlog of court cases gencovid-19-courterated by the Covid-19 pandemic, an independent think tank has
b a c k l o g /
estimated.
5104063.article

●

●

●
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The criminal justice system is the focus of the latest report of the
Institute for Government, which says it works to make government more effective.
The thinktank says the coronavirus could create a major backlog
of cases. ‘If the shutdown of courts lasts for six months, our central projection is that waiting times would increase by 60% in the
Crown court (from an average of 18 weeks to 29 weeks) and
stay that long indefinitely without further action,’ the report says.
HM Courts & Tribunals Service has 160 open courts and 116
staffed courts operating as it tries to keep the justice system going during the pandemic.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Domestic Abuse
guardian.com/soci- A Perfect Storm - Refuges from domestic violence running out of
e t y / 2 0 2 0 / a p r / 2 8 / space
r e f u g e s - f r o m - d o● Refuges providing sanctuary to victims of domestic violence are
mestic-violencerunning out of space, with many full or effectively closed amid an
running-out-of“epidemic inside this pandemic”, the victims’ commissioner has
space-mps-hear

●

told MPs.
A “perfect storm” of problems is in danger of overwhelming support services for those trying to escape violent and abusive partners, Dame Vera Baird QC warned members of the House of
Commons justice select committee.

New trend emerging - Older children attacking parents
● She also said on Tuesday there was evidence of a newer trend,
of older children – principally teenagers – attacking their parents
amid frustration about being unable to go outside.

29/4
29/4

Boris Johnson - Carrie Symonds gives birth to a baby boy
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Care Homes
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Care home deaths to be included in daily coronavirus death figworld/2020/apr/28/ ures
uk-records-4343● Data gathered by the Care Quality Commission (CQC), the care
care-home-coronhomes regulator, published for the first time on Tuesday by the
avirus-deaths-in-aOffice for National Statistics showed that from 10-24 April care
fortnight

homes reported 4,343 deaths from coronavirus. Half of them
came in the last five days, indicating an accelerating death toll.
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Covid Cases and Deaths
● Cases - 301,815
● New cases - 1,346
● UK deaths - 42,461
29/4

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS
guardian.com/soci- Deaths and PPE - NHS staff coronavirus inquests told not to look
e t y / 2 0 2 0 / a p r / 2 9 / at PPE shortages
inquests-nhs-staff● The chief coroner for England and Wales, Mark Lucraft QC, has
deaths-ppe-shortissued guidance that “an inquest would not be a satisfactory
ages

●

●

29/4

means of deciding whether adequate general policies and
arrangements were in place for provision of PPE to healthcare
workers”.
Lucraft said that “if there were reason to suspect that some human failure contributed to the person being infected with the
virus”, an inquest may be required. The coroner “may need to
consider whether any failures of precautions in a particular
workplace caused the deceased to contract the virus and so
contributed to death”.
But he added: “An inquest is not the right forum for addressing
concerns about high-level government or public policy.”

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
guardian.com/edu- Schools across England will reopen in phases, says education
cation/2020/apr/29/ secretary
coronavirus● Schools across England that have been closed for almost six
schools-acrossweeks as a result of the Covid-19 lockdown will reopen in phasengland-reopenes, with headteachers given as much notice as possible, the edphases-educationucation secretary, Gavin Williamson, has said.
secretary-gavin● The secretary of state would not give a date for reopening, but
williamson

●

ruled out schools opening during the summer holidays as a way
of helping pupils who have missed out on education to catch up.
Questioned by the education select committee on Wednesday,
Williamson told MPs: “We recognise that the idea of schools all
returning on day one with the full complement of pupils is not
realistic or practical. “I do expect schools to be opened in a
phased manner. I also intend to be giving schools as much notice as possible.”
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NHS
Cancer - Coronavirus crisis could lead to 18,000 more cancer
deaths, experts warn
● Almost 18,000 more people with cancer in England could die
after the coronavirus pandemic led hospitals to suspend treatment and deterred patients from seeking NHS care, research
has found.
● Cancer experts claim that an extra 6,270 people in England who
have been newly diagnosed with the disease could die from it
over the next 12 months as a direct result of the disruption
caused by coronavirus, and the additional toll taking into account
all those living with cancer could be 17,915.
● That is an increase of 20% on the 89,576 deaths among cancer
patients recorded annually in England

38 Days Since
Lockdown Began
30/4

Thursday 30th April 2020

https://news.npc- Police
c.police.uk/releas- NPCC Crime Update: Covid-19 FPN data, and chiefs urge public to
e s / p o l i c e - c h i e f s - keep reporting crime
welcome-positive● Data also released today shows that 8,877 Fixed Penalty Nostart-to-recruitmenttices (FPNs) have been recorded by forces in England up to 27
drive

●

April for breaches of government public health regulations. In
Wales, 299 FPNs have been issued in the same timeframe.
Government public health regulations introduced on 27 March
2020 to prevent the spread of coronavirus enable officers to issue individuals with £60 fines if they failed to comply after officers have engaged with them, explained the risks to public
health and encouraged voluntary compliance
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS
g u a r d i a n . c o m / NHS looks into taking BAME staff off frontline for their safety
world/2020/apr/30/
● Drive to risk-assess minority ethnic workers aims to reduce
nhs-bosses-sayhigher death rate from Covid-19
bame-staff-should● NHS staff from black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds will
be-risk-assessedbe given different roles away from the frontline under plans to
to-cut-covid-19

●

●

●

30/5

reduce their disproportionately high death rate from Covid-19.
BAME personnel should be “risk-assessed” and reassigned to
duties that leave them at lesser risk of contracting coronavirus,
under guidance set out by NHS bosses in England.
The nine-page letter, from NHS improvement’s chief operating
officer, Amanda Pritchard, was sent to those running NHS care
organisations across England. It said: “Emerging UK and international data suggest that people from black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) backgrounds are also being disproportionately affected by Covid-19.”
It references the fact that the Department of Health and Social
Care has already asked Public Health England to investigate
and report back on the unusually high number of BAME people,
including workers in the NHS, who are falling ill and dying from
the disease

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Lockdown
guardian.com/soci- Condom sales down as lockdown limits sex lives, says Durex
e t y / 2 0 2 0 / a p r / 3 0 / maker
condom-sales● Physical distancing rules to limit coronavirus spread taking toll
down-as-lockdownon ‘number of intimate occasions’
limits-sex-lives● On the first day of the UK lockdown, the government told people
says-durex-makers

●

39 Days Since
Lockdown Began

in new relationships they had to decide immediately whether to
take their partnership to the next level and move in together or
quarantine themselves separately.
Jenny Harries, the deputy chief medical officer, said: “If the two
halves of a couple are currently in separate households, ideally
they should stay in those households.

Friday 1st May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Lockdown
g u a r d i a n . c o m / What does the 'R' number signify?
world/2020/apr/30/
● One figure in particular is being closely scrutinised as ministers
what-does-the-rdecide when to end lockdown
number-of-coron● R, or the “effective reproduction number”, is a way of rating a
avirus-actually-sigdisease’s ability to spread. It’s the average number of people on
nify

●

●

●

●
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to whom one infected person will pass the virus.
For an R of anything above 1, an epidemic will grow exponentially. Anything below 1 and an outbreak will fizzle out – eventually.
At the start of the coronavirus epidemic, the estimated R for
coronavirus was between 2 and 3 – higher than the value for
seasonal flu, but lower than for measles. That means that each
person would pass it on to between two and three people on average, before either recovering or dying, and each of those people would each pass it on to a further two to three others, causing the total number of cases to snowball over time.
The reproduction number is not fixed, though. It depends both
on the biology of the virus, but also our behaviour, such as social
distancing. It also depends on the population’s immunity. At the
start of an outbreak scientists often refer to the “basic reproductive number”
Under the current lockdown restrictions, R is now estimated to
have dropped to somewhere between 0.6 and 0.9. This means
that the epidemic is shrinking – although not uniformly. The figure given for London is 0.5 to 0.7, with some parts of the UK
having a higher or lower figure.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Poverty
guardian.com/soci- UK food banks face record demand in coronavirus crisis
ety/2020/may/01/
● The first two weeks of the coronavirus lockdown triggered an
uk-food-banks-faceunprecedented rise in food bank use as the economy was hit
record-demand-inand household incomes plunged, data from hundreds of emercoronavirus-crisis

●

●

40 Days Since
Lockdown Began

gency food aid charities reveals.
The Trussell Trust, the UK’s biggest food bank network, said it
experienced its busiest ever period after lockdown was announced on 23 March, when it issued 50,000 food parcels in the
space of a week, almost double its usual volume.
A similar picture emerged from the Independent Food Aid Network (Ifan), which said its food banks recorded a 59% increase
in demand for emergency food support between February and
March – 17 times higher than the same period a year ago.

Saturday 2nd May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- IVF clinics set to reopen across UK
guardian.com/soci● IVF clinics are set to reopen in May, after the fertility regulator
ety/2020/may/01/
said it was lifting its suspension of all fertility services due to the
ivf-clinics-set-tocoronavirus outbreak.
reopen-across-uk

●

●

Clinics across the UK can apply to reopen from 11 May, the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA) has confirmed, if they ensure the safety and protection of staff and patients.
Both private and NHS clinics will be required to show they are
able to provide safe treatment during the outbreak before they
are given the green light to restart.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK hit
guardian.com/
●
world/2020/may/01/
ministers-accusedof-changingcovid-19-test-tally●
to-hit-100000-goal

100,000 tests
Matt Hancock, the health secretary, was accused of artificially
inflating the number of coronavirus tests, as he hailed the rapid
expansion that allowed him to reach a self-imposed 100,000-aday target as a “national achievement”.
It emerged that a third of the 122,347 tests included in the final
24-hour period before the deadline were counted before they
had been carried out.
● Around 39,000 had been sent out to households and satellite
testing locations, with no guarantee of the timescale for their
completion, but were still included in the count.
● The latest figure of 122,000 tests were carried out on 73,000
people, with the remainder being retests.

2/5

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Poverty
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Calls for health funding to be prioritised as poor bear brunt of
world/2020/may/01/ Covid-19
covid-19-deaths● Most deprived areas of England and Wales have 55.1 deaths
twice-as-high-inper 100,000 people, compared with 25.3 in affluent areas; the
poorest-areas-inKing’s Fund health think tank demanded the government focus
england-and-wales

●

●

41 Days Since
Lockdown Began

new resources to reverse health inequalities as the crisis eases.
The government must prioritise health funding for the most deprived regions in the aftermath of the coronavirus crisis, politicians and public health experts have demanded, after new data
analysis revealed the devastating scale of the death toll in the
poorest parts of England and Wales.
In findings one expert said highlighted the fact that Covid-19 “is
not a leveller” as politicians have repeatedly claimed, the Office
for National Statistics (ONS) said that those living in the poorest
parts of England and Wales were dying at twice the rate of those
in the richest areas.

Sunday 3rd May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Furlough Scheme
guardian.com/busi- Business leaders want furlough extended to avoid millions of job
ness/2020/may/02/ losses
business-leaders● Rishi Sunak urged to offer ‘second wave’ of financial support to
extend-furlough-toavoid mass unemployment and bankruptcies
avoid-millions-of● The Chancellor Rishi Sunak is under intense pressure this
job-losses

●

weekend to offer a massive “second wave” of financial support
to businesses within weeks amid growing fears of a catastrophic
early summer of spiralling unemployment and company bankruptcies.
With the government’s £40bn job-retention scheme running until
the end of June, business groups and the Labour party are demanding that Sunak extend the scheme as a matter of urgency
to give an essential lifeline to the UK economy
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Refugees
guardian.com/uk- ‘Give refugees temporary leave to remain during Covid-19 crisis’
news/2020/may/03/
● Charities and church leaders call for restrictions to be lifted amid
give-refugees-temwarning of ‘dire circumstances’ for migrants in pandemic
porary-leave-to-re● All migrants, asylum seekers and refugees must be given temmain-duringporary leave to remain in Britain to rescue them from exploitacovid-19-crisis

●

●

●

●

tion, destitution and homelessness during the coronavirus pandemic, a coalition of dozens of charities and church leaders is
warning.
More than 20 bodies have signed the letter, including the Jesuit
Refugee Service, Praxis, Women for Refugee Women and the
Public Interest Law Centre. As well as calling for a temporary
leave to remain, they demand the end of the “no recourse to
public funds” policy and the suspension of data-sharing between
health bodies and the Home Office.
In an open letter to Boris Johnson, they warn that thousands of
people with insecure immigration status are in “dire circumstances” after being deprived of most public funds, deterred from
seeking medical help and put at even greater risk of abuse.
They also say that many have skills that could help deal with the
pandemic, including medical expertise, but are blocked from the
workforce.
They caution that emergency help from charities is drying up
and movement restrictions have left many trapped in “exploitative situations”. They warn: “We are hearing heartrending stories
of homelessness, exploitation and hunger.”
Under current rules, those with insecure immigration status are
subjected to the “no recourse to public funds” policy, meaning
that they are prevented from accessing many benefits. Councils
are prevented from giving them certain help, while access to
housing is also a major problem. Meanwhile, data-sharing between the NHS and the Home Office is putting them off from accessing help, potentially leading infected people to remain
untested and out of hospital.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Lockdown
guardian.com/soci- Problem drinking soars under UK lockdown, say addiction experts
ety/2020/may/03/
● Cuts in support services and Covid anxiety are pushing people
problem-drinkingback to the bottle
soars-under-uk● Problem drinkers are consuming far more alcohol than usual
lockdown-say-adbecause they are so stressed at being isolated and deprived of
diction-experts

●

●

42 Days Since
Lockdown Began

support under the lockdown, doctors have revealed.Yet they are
struggling to get help because the NHS is so busy dealing with
patients with Covid-19, and because specialist treatment services for addicts have been cut, they said.
“Alcohol services across the UK are seeing that some of their
clients are drinking much more and becoming even more chaotic
in their lifestyles,” said Dr Emily Finch, an NHS addiction psychiatrist and the vice-chair of the addictions faculty at the Royal
College of Psychiatrists
Upset at no longer being able to see relatives and friends, people in their 40s, 50s and 60s are drinking even larger quantities
of cheap alcohol, such as white cider, strong lager and wine,
than they consumed in pre-Covid times, she added. Plunging
into such dangerous habits risks damaging both their physical
and mental health

Monday 4th May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
guardian.com/edu- 1st June - Year 6 primary school pupils may return
cation/2020/may/
● Boris Johnson is due to announce next Sunday that year six
03/revealed-yearchildren, aged 10 and 11, will be the first cohort allowed back
six-primary-schoolinto schools since he announced their closure on 18 March, to
pupils-may-returnbe closely followed by other primary school years, and years 10
on-1-june
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/education/2020/may/
04/headteachersfear-it-may-be-toosoon-to-reopenschools-in-england

●

●

and 12 in secondary schools.
The Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (Sage) is said to
be focusing on allowing back older primary school children initially, with the year group deemed a priority because of their
need to transition to secondary school in September.
Downing Street confirmed that 1 June after the half-term holiday
was its target, subject to the latest data on the spread of
Covid-19 and that the prime minister would make a significant
announcement on Sunday offering a roadmap out of the lockdown.

Response:
● Headteachers fear it may be too soon to reopen schools in England
● Kevin Courtney, the joint general secretary of the National Education Union, said: “We need to see evidence of a sustained
downward trend in cases, a national plan for social distancing
and personal protective equipment, comprehensive access to
testing for staff and pupils, a whole school strategy for when
cases emerge, and protection for the vulnerable. Anything else
will be a dereliction of duty from the government and put our
members’ health at direct risk, as well as that of their loved
ones.”
● The Department for Education spokesperson said: “Schools will
remain closed, except for children of critical workers and vulnerable children, until the scientific advice indicates it is the right
time to reopen and the five tests set out by the government to
beat this virus have been met.”

4/5

Covid Cases and Deaths
● Confirmed UK cases - 301,815
● New cases - 1,346
● UK deaths - 42,461
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Contact Tracing
guardian.com/poli- Matt Hancock launches contact-tracing app with Isle of Wight trial
tics/2020/may/04/
● A new contact-tracing app for managing the coronavirus outcontact-tracing-appbreak will be piloted on the Isle of Wight this week, the health
to-be-piloted-onsecretary has confirmed, despite concerns its centralised setup
isle-of-wight-thiscarries privacy risks and will reduce uptake.
w e e k - m a t t - h a n● Matt Hancock said there had been “huge enthusiasm” on the
cock-says
island off the south coast of England for the idea of trying out the
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/
world/2020/may/04/
guinea-pigs-isle-ofwight-residentsmixed-reactions-tocontact-tracing-appcoronavirus
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●

●

new app, which will alert users if they have been close to someone with the Covid-19 virus.
The government is now recruiting what the health secretary
called an “army” of human contact tracers. These will work
alongside the new app, in a bid to establish how and where the
disease is spreading.
Users who experience symptoms will be asked to notify the app
and will then be offered a test. Access to the app will initially be
offered to NHS staff on the island, with members of the public
receiving a letter on Thursday urging them to download the app
and join the trial.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS
g u a r d i a n . c o m / NHS Volunteer Responders frustrated at lack of tasks
world/2020/may/03/
● Vast majority of 750,000 people who signed up to help are yet to
nhs-coronavirusbe called into action
crisis-volunteers● Nearly a month on, however, and only 75,000 tasks had been
frustrated-at-lacklogged by the end of last week, rising to 100,000 today - many of
of-tasks

●

them repeat trips for the same household – leaving many volunteers confused or disgruntled that they have yet to be called
upon.
NHS Volunteer Responders hoped to attract a quarter of a million helpers to provide app-based community support for vulnerable people self-isolating against coronavirus, but numbers spiralled as the scheme caught the public imagination and
750,0000 signed up.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS
g u a r d i a n . c o m / London NHS Nightingale hospital will shut next week
world/2020/may/04/
● No 10 says decision is due to limited demand, with no coronlondon-nhs-nightinavirus admissions expected in coming days
gale-hospital● It will close on 15 May. Doctors, nurses and other staff working
placed-on-standby

●

●
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there were told the news on Monday morning. They will return to
their usual hospitals during this week and next.
Originally planned to have 4,000 beds, the Nightingale has
treated just 54 patients since it was opened by Prince Charles
on 3 April and received its first patient on 7 April. It has not admitted a new patient for a week as London hospitals have had
spare capacity in their own intensive care units.
The four other Nightingales that were opened to stop hospitals
being overwhelmed – in Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol and
Harrogate – will also be wound down, though the London hospital will shut first. All were conceived in March, when ministers
and health service bosses were concerned that NHS hospitals
risked being overwhelmed by significant numbers of people
needing to be ventilated to keep them alive, as Italy was confronting at the time

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Furlough Scheme
guardian.com/busi- Nearly a quarter of British employees furloughed in last fortnight
ness/2020/may/04/
● HMRC says 6.3 million had been temporarily laid off by 800,000
over-a-fifth-ofcompanies
british-employees● Official figures show the UK had a record employment level of
furloughed-in-last76.4% before the crisis, with more than 33 million people in the
fortnight

●

43 Days Since
Lockdown Began

labour force. The number of employees was 27.9 million, of
whom 23% have now been furloughed.
Under the plan, workers who are furloughed have 80% of their
wages paid by the government up to a ceiling of £2,500 per
month. At present, wage subsidies are to remain in place until
the end of June, although there is already pressure from employers for the scheme to be extended.

Tuesday 5th May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Mental Health
guardian.com/soci- Mental health patients in crisis because of coronavirus cutbacks
ety/2020/may/07/
● People with mental health problems are ending up in crisis and
mental-health-paat higher risk of suicide because they cannot get their usual help
tients-in-crisis-befrom the NHS during the lockdown, a leading charity has
c a u s e - o f - c o r o nwarned.
avirus-cutbacks

●

●

●

44 Days Since
Lockdown Began
6/5

Those struggling with serious conditions have found it hard to
cope because their appointments have been cancelled and they
have had trouble getting support from their GP, the mental
health charity Mind said. The lack of care increased the danger
of them self-harming, it said.
One in four people who have tried to access help to deal with
mental health issues in the past two weeks have not been able
to do so, the Mind survey found. Some reported being turned
away by mental health crisis teams that support people who may
be suicidal, while others said they could not get in touch with
their local community mental health team.
The findings show the impact of the huge changes NHS services
have made in recent weeks, especially the halting of most faceto-face contact with outpatients to reduce the risk to staff and
patients of coronavirus infections.

Wednesday 6th May 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK Governments
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Strain emerges between UK government and Scotland over easing
world/2020/may/06/ lockdown
strain-emerges-be● Significant strains have emerged between the UK government
tween-uk-governand devolved administrations over Boris Johnson’s plans to start
ment-and-scotlandlifting the lockdown without first reaching an agreement with
over-easing-lockScotland and Wales.
down

●

Officials in Edinburgh and Cardiff said No 10 had not yet shared
any details about the prime minister’s apparent intention to begin easing the lockdown from Monday, despite a long-standing
“four nations” approach to tackling the coronavirus pandemic.
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https://www.forbes.- NHS Rainbows
c o m / s i t e s / Why Some LGBT+ People Feel Uneasy At The Sight Of NHS Rainj a m i e w a r e h a m / bow Flags
2020/05/06/should● Front and center of the COVID-19 U.K. epidemic has been
the-lgbt-communityHealth Secretary Matt Hancock, wearing an NHS rainbow
call-out-nhs-approbadge.
priation-of-rainbow●
The U.K. a wave of rainbows is on display in windows up and
f l a g / # 2 3 0 e 6 4 6 ddown the country. Like the weekly “Clap for Carers” they are a
d544

●
●

●
●

6/5

6/5

symbol of people's solidarity with NHS and key workers.
The rainbow is a universal symbol of hope and peace that has
been around for thousands of years that no-one owns.
But for the last 42 years, in the particular form of a flag with six
distinct colors—red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet, it
has been the internationally recognised symbol of the LGBT
community.
Matt Hancock's NHS rainbow badge was, too, created to show
solidarity for LGBT+ workers in the NHS.
But in the current context of a global pandemic, it is easy to forget the original purpose of the badge.

Covid Cases and Deaths
● Death toll rises to 30,076
● 649 more people die
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/poli- Parts of UK economy 'on life support' since lockdown
tics/2020/may/06/
● More than a month into coronavirus lockdown measures large
parts-of-uk-econoparts of the British economy are now on life support.
my-on-life-support● Nearly one in four UK workers have been furloughed in the past
since-lockdown
fortnight, with their wages subsidised by the state in an attempt

to stop the unfolding economic crisis – already expected to be
the deepest recession since 1709 – from getting even worse.
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theguardian.com/ Economy
business/2020/may/ Bounce Back Loans
06/small-firms● Small businesses have secured more than 69,000 governmentbounce-back-loansbacked loans worth in excess of £2bn in the first 24 hours of the
businesses-coronscheme’s launch.
avirus

●

●

●

The number represents 53% of the 130,000 applications lodged
by businesses trying to access cheap funding through the
bounce-back loan scheme (BBLS), which launched on Monday
morning as part of the government’s response to the Covid-19
lockdown.
The number of applications surged to more than 200,000 by
Tuesday evening, according to a Guardian tally of individual
lenders. The Treasury said banks were trying to process applications as quickly as possible.
Small businesses have been scrambling to apply for the
scheme, which offers 100% government-backed loans worth up
to £50,000, capped at 25% of a turnover, at an interest rate of
2.5%. The first 12 months are payment- and interest-free.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- The UK government's changing coronavirus strategy
guardian.com/
● Since the coronavirus outbreak hit the UK the government has
world/2020/may/06/
changed its strategy and public messaging a number of times, in
t h e - u k - g o v e r nsome cases within days.
ments-changing● Public messaging over testing, herd immunity, death toll and
coronavirus-stratePPE sometimes changed within days
gy
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https://www.bbc.- Prof Neil Ferguson quits government role after 'undermining' lockco.uk/news/uk-poli- down
tics-52553229
● Prof Neil Ferguson has quit as a government adviser on coron-

●

●
●

45 Days Since
Lockdown Began

avirus after admitting an "error of judgement".
Prof Ferguson, whose advice to the prime minister led to the UK
lockdown, said he regretted "undermining" the messages on social distancing.
The Telegraph reported that a woman he was said to be in a relationship with visited his home in lockdown.
Matt Hancock said the social distancing rules "are there for
everyone" and are "deadly serious" and that he "took the right
decision to resign". He told Sky News that it was "just not possible" for Prof Ferguson to continue advising the government.

Thursday 7th May 2020

Lockdown Review Date
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https://www.cps.- CPS Briefings
g o v. u k / e a s t - m i d- Two years' imprisonment for coronavirus police assault
lands/news/two● A Leicester woman has been sentenced to a total of two years in
y e a r s - i m p r i s o nprison for assaulting police officers arresting her, including biting
ment-coronavirusand coughing at them, claiming she was infected with the coronpolice-assault

●

●
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avirus.
Stacey Blackham claimed she had coronavirus and continued to
abuse officers, saying she hoped they would die from the virus.
She coughed at or bit five police officers and spat on the floor
while in custody.
She was charged with five assaults on emergency workers, and
a further charge of racially aggravated threatening behaviour.
She also pleaded guilty to separate charges of racially aggravated assault and theft. She pleaded guilty at Leicester Magistrates Court and was sent to Leicester Crown Court for sentencing. She was today (Thursday 7 April) sentenced to a total of 24
months in prison for the various offences, which she was ordered to serve consecutively to each other.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Childhood Poverty
guardian.com/
world/2020/may/07/ Parents twice as likely as those without children to say they will
coronavirus-half-of- struggle for money as a result of coronavirus pandemic
uk-parents-with● Parents are twice as likely as those without children to say they
young-childrenwill struggle to make ends meet in the next three months, with
face-money-woes51% of parents of under-11s and 56% of single parents agreesurvey

●

●

●

●

ing, compared with 27% of those who are not parents of young
children, according to the research.
Nearly half (43%) of parents of young children said their household had nearly run out of money compared with 18% of other
respondents.
Dr Clare Wenham, at the London School of Economics, said
parents were desperately worried about debt, and called for an
increase in child benefit as the survey found 57% of parents
would face higher levels of debt after the crisis.
“We also need to acknowledge the mental toll financial worries
have on parents, on top of everything else these parents are doing – home schooling, increased domestic chores, as well as
trying to keep up with their own paid work,” she said.
The study, based on a sample size of 1,783 weighted to the profile of all adults in the UK aged over 18, found 60% of key workers questioned were women, who were also more likely to say
they were working harder than before, twice as likely as men to
say they felt under pressure from their employer to continue going out to work and more likely to say they could not afford to
stay at home
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Covid Cases and Deaths
● Death toll rises by 539 in UK
● The UK coronavirus death toll has reached 30,615
● In the 24 hours up to 9am on 7 May there were 86,583 tests for
coronavirus in the UK – the fifth day running that testing was below the government’s 100,000 target.
● Dr Jenny Harries, the deputy chief medical officer for England,
said testing numbers had dropped due to a “technical hitch over
the weekend” but were now rising again.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- No 10 battles to regain control of lockdown messaging amid fierce
guardian.com/uk- criticism
news/2020/may/07/
● PM’s roadmap announcement thrown into chaos by newspaper
no-10-scrambles-toheadlines heralding significant easing
control-amid-fierce● The government was on Thursday evening urgently trying to rec r i t i c i s m - o f - l o c kgain control of the next phase of the pandemic crisis as it faced
down-mixed-mesfierce criticism and warnings that mixed messaging was priming
sages

●

●

the public to give up on the lockdown.
Downing Street’s plans for laying out a “roadmap” on Sunday
were thrown into chaos by a rash of headlines pointing to a significant easing next week. This prompted concern from many
quarters, including from one of the government’s scientific advisers who said the public were mistakenly being given a “green
light” to abandon the lockdown.
“It’s really unhelpful to have bits and pieces of information
leaked,” a member of the Sage advisory committee told the
Guardian. “It’s incredibly damaging. If people are primed to look
at things in a certain way, it will shape how they receive the information. So on Sunday they will be looking for the green lights
and they won’t notice the red lights. It’s a really powerful way of
influencing people.”
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Drug dealers posing as joggers and NHS staff in Covid-19 lockguardian.com/soci- down
● Drug dealers are posing as joggers or using fake NHS ID
ety/2020/may/07/
badges to continue their trade during the Covid-19 lockdown, an
drug-dealers-posexpert on gangs has found.
ing-joggers-nhs● Prof Simon Harding, the director of the National Centre for Gang
staff-covid-19-lockResearch at the University of West London, said “county lines”
down

●

●

●
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gangs were finding new ways of doing business.
Many dealers were heeding government advice on physical distancing, turning to social media, drive-by sales or letterbox drops
to avoid infection, he said.
But some have dressed as joggers to avoid police detection,
while others have made fake NHS ID badges to continue street
dealing.
“On one hand, they really are heeding government advice on
social distancing, but at the same time it is business as usual
and as people were panic-buying food, dealers were running
bulk deals and selling lockdown party packs,” Harding said.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BAME
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Black people four times more likely to die from Covid-19
world/2020/may/07/
● Official figures show that wide disparity not just due to health
black-people-fourand economic differences
times-more-likely● Black people are more than four times more likely to die from
to-die-fromCovid-19 than white people, according to stark official figures
covid-19-ons-finds

●

●

●

●

46 Days Since
Lockdown Began

exposing a dramatic divergence in the impact of the coronavirus
pandemic in England and Wales.
The Office of National Statistics found that the difference in the
virus’s impact was caused not only by pre-existing differences in
communities’ wealth, health, education and living arrangements.
It discovered that after taking into account age, measures of
self-reported health and disability and other socio-demographic
characteristics, black people were still almost twice as likely as
white people to die a Covid-19-related death.
Bangladeshi and Pakistani males were 1.8 times more likely to
die from Covid-19 than white males, after other pre-existing factors had been accounted for, and females from those ethnic
groups were 1.6 times more likely to die from the virus than their
white counterparts.
The risk of Covid-19 death for people from Chinese and mixed
ethnic groups was found to be similar to that for white people.

Friday 8th May 2020
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https://www.inde- This year marks the 75th anniversary of VE Day
pendent.co.uk/life● The Queen led tributes to the wartime generation on Friday
style/ve-day-75-annight, recalling the “never give up, never despair” message of
niversary-celebraVE Day as the country marked the 75th anniversary of victory in
t i o n s - w w 2 - l o c kEurope.
d
o
w
n
● 'Never give up, never despair': the Queen's VE Day message
a9505181.html

●

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/
world/2020/may/06/
ve-day-churchillfeared-de-gaullewould-declare-victory-early
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Televised broadcast includes extracts from Churchill’s historic
victory speech

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK lenders have granted nearly 1.2m payment holidays
guardian.com/mon● Payment holidays for around 700,000 credit cards and 470,000
ey/2020/may/08/ukloans have been granted
lenders-have-grant● Figures released by the banking lobby group UK Finance show
ed-nearly-12mthat by the end of April payment holidays had been granted for
payment-holidays

●
●

●

●

around 700,000 credit cards and around 470,000 loans had
been put on pause.
Banks have also offered to waive interest on overdrafts of up to
£500 for 27 million customers, the industry body said.
Its chief executive, Stephen Jones, said: “Many people across
the country are facing financial pressures due to the coronavirus, and lenders are taking decisive action to help them
through these tough times.”
UK Finance urged customers to apply to put repayments on hold
only if they needed immediate help. It said interest would still be
charged on most credit cards and personal loans during payment holidays.
Customers have been able to request a freeze on payments for
up to three months since early April, when the Financial Conduct
Authority introduced emergency measures to help protect vulnerable customers.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Plan to open schools on 1 June in doubt as unions air safety fears
world/2020/may/08/
● Joint statement insists return will not happen until stringent ‘test
plan-to-openand trace’ regime in place
schools-on-1-june● The statement, submitted to the education secretary, Gavin
in-doubt-as-unionsWilliamson, is backed by the main teaching unions, as well as
say-safety-in-doubt

●

●

8/5

Unite, GMB and Unison, which represent key school staff such
as cleaners, administrators and caterers. Any return without their
agreement is highly unlikely.
Ministers’ plans to reopen schools as early as 1 June are in serious doubt after unions representing teachers and school staff
insisted that they would not consider a return without a stringent
coronavirus “test and trace” regime.
In an unusual joint statement, which one senior union official
said indicated that an early return to a normal school timetable
was “off the menu”, the Trades Union Congress said that there
should be “no increase in pupil numbers until full rollout of a national test and trace scheme”, and called for the establishment of
a Covid-19 taskforce with government, unions and others to
agree on the safe reopening of schools.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK health watchdog may investigate coronavirus deaths
guardian.com/
● Lawyers say failure to provide adequate PPE may amount to
world/2020/may/08/
corporate manslaughter
u k - h e a l t h - w a t c h● The deaths of more than 50 hospital and care home workers
d o g - m a y - i n v e s t ihave been reported to Britain’s health and safety regulator,
gate-coronaviruswhich is considering launching criminal investigations
deaths

●

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE), which investigates the
breaking of safety at work laws, has received 54 formal reports
of deaths in health and care settings “where the source of infection is recorded as Covid-19”. These are via the official reporting
process, called Riddor: Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and
Dangerous Occurrences.
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https://www.gov.uk/ HMCTS Weekly operational summary for w/c Monday 11th May
g u i d a n c e / h m c t s - 2020
weekly-operationalsummary-on-courtsand-tribunals-during-coronavirusc o v i d - 1 9 outbreak#hmctsoperational-summar y - f o r - w e e k - c o mm e n c i n g m o n d a y - 11 may-2020

47 Days Since
Lockdown Began
9/5

https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2020/may/09/
trade-union-leaders-no-return-towork-health-safetyunison-unite-tuc

48 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Lockdown Day 47 - Saturday 9th May 2020

Trades unions tell Johnson: no return to work until we feel safe
● Britain’s biggest trades unions have warned Boris Johnson that
they will not recommend a return to work for their three million
members until the government and employers agree a nationwide health and safety revolution as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic.
● In a letter to the Observer, leaders of the “big four”, Unison,
Unite, the GMB and Usdaw, together with the Trades Union
Congress, say many of their members have already lost their
lives “transporting people and goods, protecting the public and
caring for the vulnerable”.

Lockdown Day 48 - Sunday 10th May 2020
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https://twitter.com/ Prime Minister's New Message - Stay Alert
10DowningStreet/
● Changed to Stay Alert message rather than Stay At Home
s t a t u s /
● Slight changes to Lockdown and introduction of the
1259543941956939
● Roadmap to easing lockdown discussed
777

●

Gov.uk Guidance
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

●
●

Guidance applies in England only, specific rules for those living
in Scotland, Wales and Northern specific are now different for
the first time in the pandemic.
Boris Johnson announces five-tier coronavirus alert system
System will mirror independent terror alerts, categorising threat
level on scale of one to five

https://www.gov. u k / g ove r n m e n t /
publications/coronavirus-outbreakfaqs-what-you-canand-cant-do/coronavirus-outbreakfaqs-what-you-canand-cant-do
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
guardian.com/edu- Uncertainty over schools reopening takes huge toll on headteachcation/2020/may/ ers
10/uncertainty-over● Prospect of resuming lessons while dealing with safety issues is
schools-reopeningleading to high anxiety levels
takes-huge-toll-on● It has been an emotional week for primary school headteacher
headteachers

●

49 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Kate Baptiste: “I have actually cried,” she says. She is scared
that the government will announce today that schools will reopen
next month – even though it could be dangerous to do so. “I’m
used to making decisions that are rooted in what is best for the
children. This is all out of my hands, and it’s terrifying.”
The failure of the government to lay out its medical and scientific
case for reopening schools has been taking its toll on headteachers such as Baptiste. She has no idea how she can open
her school, St Monica’s Catholic primary school in north London,
without turning it into a breeding ground for the virus. “I feel torn
in many different directions. It’s exhausting trying to reassure
everyone with what I feel are empty promises, as we may be
forced to open schools when we genuinely don’t feel it’s safe to
do so. This is my 14th year as a headteacher and I’ve never felt
so scared, unsure, tired or vulnerable.”

Lockdown Day 49 - Monday 11th May 2020
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Road map Published for first time
● Boris Johnson published his "roadmap" for getting Britain out of
its coronavirus lockdown and said that, to save lives, "we must
acknowledge that life will be different, at least for the foreseeable future"."Our plan to rebuild" is a 51-page dossier that sets
out a three-phase strategy for gradually lifting the current restrictions
● The roadmap detailed how the Government would move between three phases using a series of steps.
Slogan ‘Stay Home, Save Lives’ slogan ditched

11/5
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https://www.judicia- Courts
r y. u k / a n n o u n c e- Jury Trials to Restart
ments/jury-trials-to● Jury trials are to restart in England and Wales in the Old Bailey,
resume-this-month/
Cardiff, Bristol, Reading, Warwick, Winchester, Manchester Min-

shull St. and Nottingham have all been deemed suitable for the

h t t p s : / /
first tranche of jury trials.
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/jurytrials-to-resume-in- Response:
● CBA calls for clarity as to a timetable and safety conditions
up-to-eight-courts● Caroline Goodwin QC, chair of the Criminal Bar Association,
next-week-/
added: ‘This will be a slow and managed process so that should
5104254.article#.Xr
u_B4X47rU.twitter
any matters arise they can be considered in a careful and
Government Statement:
https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/
statement-from-thelord-chancellor-onthe-resumption-ofjury-trials

●

thoughtful way. Safety is paramount.’
Amanda Pinto QC, chair of the Bar Council, said: ‘A huge
amount of thought and expertise has gone and will continue to
go into making attending courts as safe as possible. I am confident that this hasn’t been a rushed job despite the fact that
complex cases involving lots of different participants are starting
up again only two months after jury trials had to stop. No doubt
there will need to be adjustments made, especially in the early
days, but, nonetheless this is a really positive step in the right
direction.’
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Pm-statement-in- PM House of Commons statement
the-house-of-com● New UK-wide Joint Biosecurity Centre will measure our progress
mons-11-may-2020
with a five-stage Covi Alert System
Full document of
G o v e r n m e n t R ecovery Strategy:
https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/our-plan-torebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19recovery-strategy
h t t p s : / / w w w. t e l egraph.co.uk/politics/
2 0 2 0 / 0 5 / 11 / m e ssage-badly-structured-unclear-telegraph-readersboris-johnsons/
'It's chaos': How the
country reacted to
Boris Johnson's …

●

●
●

●
●
●

●

Anyone who cannot work from home should be actively encouraged to go to work; sectors that are allowed to be open, including food production, construction, manufacturing, logistics, distribution, scientific research, should be open, subject to social
distancing.
Advise to wear a cloth face covering in enclosed spaces where
social distancing is not always possible
No limits on the frequency of outdoor exercise; with members of
own household, or with 1 other from another household, while
observing social distancing; drive as far as you like to reach an
outdoor space
Increase fines starting at £100 but doubling with each infringement up to £3,600
14 days of self-isolation for international arrivals
From June 1: phased reopening of shops and schools (reception, year 1 and 6) with year 10 and 12 to have some teaching
time
Possibly from 4 July: reopen some remaining businesses, including potentially hospitality, cinemas and hairdressers as well
as places of worship and leisure facilities.

w w w. t e l e g r a p h .- Response:
co.uk › news ›
● Widespread confusion across news networks and social media
2020/05/11 › chaos● First Minister of Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon believes confused
cou…
coronavirus messaging is putting lives at risk and continues with
https://www.busiStay at Home and Save Lives message
n e s s i n s i d e r. c o m /
●
First Minister of Wales Mark Drakeford said Welsh Governp e o p l e - a r e - c o nment's lockdown message to 'stay home, save lives' has not
fused-by-borischanged.
johnson-new-uk● Police and Crime Commissioner for North Wales said the "utter
coronavirus-guidelines-2020-5?
confusion" over lockdown easing is a "total shambles".
r=US&IR=T
● Northern Ireland’s Executive has approved a phased lifting of
https://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/
20 20 /may/13/arlene-foster-politically-distancing-borisj o h n s o n - c o r o navirus
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coronavirus restrictions with no target dateline, in a lockdown
exit strategy that diverges from that presented by UK prime minister Boris Johnson. Restrictions to remain until May 28 but no
start date set for first stage of exit plan

caution-urged-amid- Law Society Urges Caution
d i v e r g i n g - a p● Law Society urges solicitors’ firms to exercise caution amid the
proaches-todiverging messages from the different governments in England
covid-19
and Wales in the latest detailed guidance on working safely dur-

ing the pandemic.
80

50 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Tuesday 12th May 2020
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5104243.article

Potential Collapse of Chambers
● Bar Council members to contact MPs about new measures to
prevent chambers from collapsing in the wake of the pandemic.

12/5

5104240.article

Courts
Block Listing in Courts
● HMCTS announces block listing in Magistrates Courts in the
South East: cases prioritised and listed by the judiciary can be
heard back-to-back - streamlining court time for criminal law
firms.
● To include all custody cases, civil applications relating to public
health, safety and utility legislation, and urgent applications for
domestic violence protection orders.

12/5

h t t p s : / / Prisons
howardleague.org/ Prisoner Release
prisons-information/
● 81 prisoners have been freed early during lockdown. The Govt
prison-watch/
initially said up to 4000 would be eligible. Among the 81 are 55

on the temporary release scheme, 21 pregnant women & 5 on

https://twitter.com/
compassionate grounds.
DannyShawBBC/
s t a t u s /
1260228632573870 Response:
● Howard League - This week there are 80,348 people in prisons
080

and young offender institutions in England and Wales. Reducing
this number would help to protect people living and working in
prisons during the coronavirus pandemic.

12/5

343.pdf
https://news.sky.c o m / s t o r y / c o r o navirus-nhs-tracingapp-reveals-issuesin-isle-of-wight-trial11987752

Contact Tracing
● NHS tracing app reveals issues in Isle of Wight trial
● Downing Street revealed in nightly broadcast the trial of the NHS
contact tracing app on the Isle of Wight has unveiled some issues with the software. There is incompatibility with some older
Huawei phones
● The app uses a phone's bluetooth technology to register contact
when people come within 6ft of one another for at least 15 minutes.
● If a user develops symptoms of COVID-19, they inform the NHS
and an alert is sent to other users they have come in contact
with.
● A Joint Committee on Human Rights letter to the Secretary of
State for Health and Social Care expresses in a letter to Matt
Hancock their belief that legislation is necessary to ensure privacy in the Contact Tracing App; and sets out its draft Bill
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https://www.legalfu- Courts
tures.co.uk/latest- Old Bailey Jury Trials Restart
news/murder-trial● A jury trial resumed at the Old Bailey yesterday, with barristers in
resumes-with-counthe jury and press boxes, and jurors socially distancing in counsel-and-jury-swapsel’s rows after being told there were no face masks for them.
ping-places

51 Days Since
Lockdown Began
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Easing of Lockdown Day 1 - Wednesday 13th May 2020

h t t p s : / / Housing
www.lawgazette.- Housing Market to Start Up
co.uk/practice/con● Announced on 12th May, from 13th May, anyone in England can
veyancers-cautiousmove home as long as they follow amended guidance published
ly-welcome-housby the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government.
ing-market-reboot/
5104256.article?
clearcache=1
Gov.uk Guidance
https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/
new-guidance-onmoving-home
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https://cosmopolis- Changes to the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Engm i g r a t i o n . c o m / land) Regulations 2020
2020/05/12/
changes-to-the● Made - 12th May 2020
health-protection● Laid before Parliament at 9.30 a.m. on 13th May 2020
coronavirus-restric● Coming into force - 13th May 2020
tions-england-regulations-2020-inforce-from-13-may- In force from 13 May 2020
● A reasonable excuse now expressly includes to take exercise
2020/
https://www.bindmans.com/insight/
covid/returning-towork-duringcovid-19-employees-and-workerswith-health-andsafety-concerns

with any or all members of a person’s household, or with one
member of another household and visit a public open space it
must be ‘for the purposes of open-air recreation to promote their
physical or mental health or emotional wellbeing’.

●

Public open space defined to incl: land laid out as a public garden or used for the purpose of recreation by members of the
public land which is ‘open country’ as def in the National Parks
and Access to Countryside Act 1949 as read with Countryside
Act 1968 (may include woodlands, canals, mountain, moor,
heath, down, cliff or foreshore, etc.) land which is ‘access land’,
see Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

●

Only indoor sports courts that must be closed. To the list of
businesses that can continue to supply goods and services directly from their premises is added garden centres and outdoor
sports courts. Outdoor gyms must still remain closed.

●

Fixed Penalty Notice - The tariff for fixed penalties is increased.
First occasion is no longer £60 but £100. Such notice must
specify that if £50 (prior to amendment £30) is paid before the
end of the period of 14 days following the date of the notice, that
is the amount of the fixed penalty. However, if the person to
whom a notice is given has already received a fixed penalty notice the amount specified as the fixed penalty is in the case of
the second fixed penalty notice; no longer £120 but £200. The
tariff for subsequent fixed penalties is amended: third notice
£400 (previously £240), fourth notice £800 (previously £480),
fifth notice £1,600 (previously £960), sixth and subsequent notices £3,200 (previously £960)

●

Accommodation Businesses - The list of reasons where a
person may continue to carry on their business and keep any
premises used in that business open is added to provide accommodation for any person: who works in one of the critical
sectors listed in the guidance titled “Guidance for critical workers
who can access schools or educational settings” published by
the Cabinet Office and the Department for Education and updated on 5th May 2020, and whose need for accommodation is
connected to their work

●

Supplying Goods and Services Direct from Premises - Garden centres/outdoor sports courts added to those that can open

Legislation.co.uk
http://www.legislat i o n . g o v. u k / u k s i /
2020/500/made
Gov.uk Guidance
on spending time
outdoors
https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/
new-guidance-onspending-time-outdoor
s
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h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Remote Hearings
co.uk/news/lcj-no● The lord chief justice has made clear that the courts system will
going-back-to-prenever operate again in the same way as it did before the coroncovid-ways/
avirus pandemic, but considers more convenient
5104263.article#.Xr
v5S2rjC84.twitter
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h t t p s : / / Lockdown Lawyers publish poetry
www.lag.org.uk/?
● Lockdown Lawyers is an anthology of poetry on how the COVIDid=208156
19 crisis has hit legal aid lawyers and the provision of advice

●

13/5

and advocacy
Over 50 contributions from barristers, solicitors, advisers. The
poems touch upon crime, mental health, the lack of courts and
how practitioners are coping working from home (or not).

h t t p s : / / w w w. c o l- Police
l e g e . p o l i c e . u k / College of Police Guidance Issued
What-we-do/
● Guidance for England says: “Officers should only enforce the
COVID-19/underHealth Protection Regulations- government guidance is not enstanding-the-law/
forceable, for example 2-metre distancing, avoiding public transPages/default.aspx

port or the wearing of face coverings in enclosed spaces

https://twitter.com/
Metienne12/status/ Response:
● Criticism as to why police is putting out this guidance and not
1260597140046348
Home Office
288
h t t p s : / / w w w. t e l egraph.co.uk/news/
2020/05/13/policehave-no-powersenforce-two-metresocial-distancingsays/
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https://news.sky.- Police
com/story/police- Metropolitan Police offer persistent offenders a once in a lifetime
visit-violent-crimi- opportunity
nals-homes-to-per● The Metropolitan Police says a huge fall in crime in London
suade-them-not-tosince the pandemic has let officers concentrate on initiatives to
reoffend-11987663

●

●

●
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/busi- Lockdown hits the UK economy
ness/live/2020/may/
● The UK economy shrinks by 2%. UK GDP has suffered its big13/uk-economygest quarterly fall since 2009 as coronavirus lockdown hits the
gdp-q1-2020economy
march-covid-19● Clear link between UK GDP fall and the severity of the lockdown
recession-businessmeasures introduced to combat Covid-19.
live

●
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head off a possible resurgence of violence as lockdown restrictions are eased.
Assistant Commissioner Nick Ephgrave said: "All of us in society
are rethinking our lives and it's the same for criminals who we
hope are appreciating the positives of family interaction "We are
visiting each of them and offering them a chance to get involved
in diversion activities.
Police are visiting 1,000 violent criminals in their homes - twice to try to persuade them not to return to their bad old ways after
the coronavirus lockdown
They hope such persistent offenders may use renewed family
interaction to reconsider their lifestyle

France, Italy and Spain all moved before the UK, and their
economies have shrunk by more: UK: -2%, US: -1.2%, Eurozone: -3.8%, France: -5.8%, Spain: -5.2, Italy: -4.7%, China:
-9.8%

h t t p s : / / p a s s l e - Guide to Coronavirus Offences: Help for the public, police and
n e t . s 3 . a m a z o n- lawyers
aws.com/Passle/
● Issued by Doherty Street Chambers and Kirsty Brimelow QC
5b3f2cb9780ebf041
● V3. amendments effective from 13 May 2020
0d034b3/MediaLi● 6-step guide for non-lawyers, including basic questions if facing
brary/Document/
criminal charges or if you are being issued with a Fixed Penalty
2020-05-14-19-35-0
Notice and ‘quick-glance guide’ tables to the various offences
2-479-Coronaviruunder the two different pieces of legislation, including dates,
s O f f e n c e s M a y V.
powers of enforcement, potential defences and penalties for lay
3final.pdf

persons, police and lawyers at first appearances.
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https://www.equali- Courts
tyhumanrights.com/ A justice crisis to disabled people?
en/our-work/news/
● The use of video and phone hearings has been swiftly expanded
preventing-healthby the Ministry of Justice in response to COVID-19, the Equality
crisis-becomingand Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has published interim
justice-crisis

findings from its criminal justice inquiry, to help mitigate the risks
that these technologies pose to disabled people.
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https://www.itv.com/ BAME
news/2020-05-13/ Covid Discrimination?
discrimination-front● Frontline staff discrimination from coronavirus outbreak may be
line-coronavirusfactor in disproportionate BAME deaths among NHS staff
covid19-black-mi● ITV News' analysis found that the number of BAME NHS staff
nority-ethnic-bamewho died in England, was seven times higher than white workdeaths-nhs-racism/

●
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ers.
Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) medics and healthcare
workers say "systemic discrimination" on the frontline of the
coronavirus outbreak may be a factor in the disproportionate
number of their colleagues who have died after contracting the
virus.

https://twitter.com/i/ Covid Cases and Deaths
e v e n t s /
● As of 9am 13 May, there have been 2,094,209 tests
1239876088337059
● 1,522,258 people have been tested of which 229,705 tested
840
positive.

●

52 Days Since
Lockdown Began

As of 5pm on 12 May, of those tested positive for coronavirus,
across all settings, 33,186 have died.

Easing of Lockdown Day 2 - Thursday 14th May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Furlough Scheme
guardian.com/soci- Pregnant Worker refused Furlough
ety/2020/may/13/
● A pregnant healthcare assistant is taking legal action against
p r e g n a n t - h e a l t hNHS Professionals, for refusing to put her on furlough.
care-worker-sues● This has potential to be a landmark action for other vulnerable
nhs-agency-overworkers bearing the brunt of the lockdown
employment-rights

14/5

h t t p s : / / r e s o l u- Domestic Abuse
tion.org.uk/the-re● Refuge has reported an increase of online traffic to its National
view-issue-205/
Domestic Abuse Helpline of 700%.
c o v i d - 1 9 - a n d - d omestic-abuse-thepractical-steps/
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https://www.bind- Asylum Seekers
mans.com/insight/ Asylum seekers feel brunt of lockdown
covid/we-are-not● During March 2020, asylum seekers, including men, women and
all-in-this-togetherchildren were moved from self-contained flats in Glasgow into
vulnerable-asylumempty and run-down hotels.
seekers-feel-the● Their weekly financial support of £35.20 was stopped and they
brunt-of-lockdown

●

were all expected to rely on receiving 3 meals a day in the hotel.
Social distancing and self-isolation was impossible and no advice was given as to how they were expected to follow the government advice in these circumstances.
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https://twitter.com/ Courts
J a m e s Tu r n e r 3 7 / Administration of Justice/Trial by Jury
s t a t u s /
● Lord Burnett of Maldon, the lord chief justice, issued a stark re1260855393355468
minder of the effect Covid-19 has had on the administration of
800/photo/1
https://twitter.com/
J a m e s Tu r n e r 3 7 /
s t a t u s /
1260855393355468
800

●

justice - Every month of jury trial suspension has added 1,000
cases to the mountainous backlog in the crown courts.
The number of cases piled up before the lockdown was announced on March 23 stood at about 37,000 and, by the reckoning of the lord chief justice, that figure will be knocking on 40,000
even with the gradual resumption of jury trials.

h t t p s : / / Response:
www.linkedin.com/
● James Turner QC - Should people not be asking the government
pulse/wheels-justo explain why there was a backlog of 37,000 cases before the
tice-turning-what“lockdown” when courtrooms were sitting empty
cost-penelope● Penelope Gibbs, Director of Transform Justice - The wheels of
gibbs/
https://www.spotlightcorruption.org/
can-the-criminalcourts-by-safelyobserved-duringcovid-to-maintainopen-justice/

●
●

●

https://twitter.com/i/
s t a t u s /
1249964958219227
136
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/article/coronavirusand-suspendedjury-trials-resumingwont-solve-thebacklog-crisis-p7lhdwvxl

●

justice aren’t really turning if the processes and outcomes are
not just.
forced from the long term and well documented decline in the
system brought about by chronic underfunding over years
Spotlight On Corruption - As jury trials resume, how safe will the
public feel to travel to observe them and if they don't is open justice being upheld?
The Times - Lord Burnett of Maldon, the lord chief justice, issued
a stark reminder of the effect Covid-19 has had on the administration of justice. He told the Lords constitution committee that
the plans that were recently announced to kick-start some jury
trials from next week would make “a small impact” on the backlog. “If this goes on for more than another handful of months,
I’ve no doubt there’s going to have to be some imaginative thinking from the government and parliament because it will need
primary legislation to adjust the way, at least temporarily, that
jury trials are conducted.”
Garden Court - Fundamentally opposed to any dilution of or alternative to the right to trial by jury. The impact on the criminal
justice system of the current public health emergency cannot be
div

h t t p s : / / w w w. g a rdencourtchambers.co.uk/coronaviruslegal-news-views/
c o v i d - 1 9 - i n - d efence-of-trial-by-jury
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Courts
thetimes.co.uk/arti- Judge throws out ‘baseless’ lockdown challenge
cle/judge-throws● Mr Justice Charles Meenan has dismissed a legal challenge by
out-baseless-lockJohn Waters and Gemma O’Doherty against the lockdown, calld
o
w
n
ing their comparisons to Nazi Germany “absurd and offensive”.
c h a l l e n g e - 8 v g p● He said that Ms O’Doherty, a former journalist and conspiracy
k9v7l

●

14/5

theorist, and Mr Waters, a former journalist, had provided no expert evidence to support their view that parts of the state’s coronavirus response were disproportionate or unconstitutional.
Legislation challenged included the Health Preservation and
Protection and Other Emergency Measures in the Public Interest
Act, the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19)
Act and the 1947 Health Act (Affected Areas) Order.

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Public Enquiry
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Coronavirus Enquiry?
edition/law/calls-for● Calls for a public inquiry into Covid-19 are increasing
coronavirus-inquirywill-be-hard-to-ignore-9zqtjd7db

53 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 3 - Friday 15th May 2020
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https://www.gov.uk/ HMCTS Weekly operational summary for w/c Monday 17th May
g u i d a n c e / h m c t s - 2020
weekly-operationalsummary-on-courtsand-tribunals-during-coronavirusc o v i d - 1 9 outbreak#hmctsoperational-summar y - f o r - w e e k - c o mm e n c i n g m o n d a y - 11 may-2020
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https://news.npc- Police
c.police.uk/releas- NPCC update on fines given during Covid lockdown
es/npcc-issues-up● 13,445 Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) have been recorded by
date-on-fines-givenforces in England up to 11 May for breaches of government pubduring-covid-locklic health regulations.
down
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https://www.cps.- CPS Briefings
gov.uk/cps/news/ Wrongful Convictions - CPS findings for first 200 cases
● 175 out of 187 prosecution were charged correctly
cps-announces-review-findings● 7 cases were discontinued in court on the day of appearance
first-200-cases-un● 5 convictions were returned to be re-opened and withdrawn.
der-coronavirus● 44 cases under the Act were found to have been incorrectly
laws
charged because there was no evidence they covered potentialTwitter Thread:
https://twitter.com/
AdamWagner1/stat
u
s
/
1261267020533858
306

●
●
●
●

ly infectious people, which is what this law is intended for.
Health Protection Regulations: 187 cases, 7 withdrawn and 5
returned to
Coronavirus Act: 44 cases, 31 withdrawn, 13 returned to Court
A total of 38 had been charged alongside substantive offences,
including assaults on emergency workers, theft and burglary.
31 of the incorrect charges were stopped at the first court hearing and 13 were returned to be re-listed and withdrawn.
11 cases were substituted with Regulations offences instead.
Errors usually involved Welsh regulations being applied in England or vice versa.

h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
●
edition/news/all●
charges-under-newcoronavirus-act-unlawful-2czfpt79n
Examples of cases found to have been correctly charged under the
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/law/
2020/may/15/
rushed-uk-coronavirus-laws-led-tow r o n g f u l - c o n v i ctions-say-police

Regulations include:
●
●
●

Travelling from Leicester to London for a party;
Groups of young people in a park, drinking together, displaying
anti-social behaviour, and returning once moved on;
Refusing to stay at home despite being advised by the police on
several occasions and subsequently being found wandering
around the town centre;
Friends driving around town for fun.

https://twitter.com/
●
Kirsty_Brimelow/
s t a t u s / Response:
1261629525970083
841
● The Guardian - Rushed UK coronavirus laws led to wrongful

●

●

●

convictions, say police
Adam Wagner - Seems young men, and to a larger extent than
the population, young Asian and black men, are getting the bulk
of the fines. Asian & black people - 13% to Asian people (7.5%
of population) - 5% to black people (3.3% of population
16th May - Fariha Karim, The Times - The decision to launch the
review was made soon after The Times exposed the wrongful
conviction of Marie Dinou, the first person to be prosecuted on
the railways under coronavirus legislation. The newspaper has
since highlighted how Lewis Brown, a teenager in Oxford, was
wrongly convicted under Welsh legislation.
16th May - Kirsty Brimelow QC - Happily, my banging on over
the last few weeks now is supported by data in CPS review- all
prosecutions under this Act were “incorrectly charged”.
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https://www.gov.uk/ Prisons
government/news/ Ministry of Justice and Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service
secure-video-calls● Family video calls will be introduced at prisons and young ofto-help-prisonersfender institutions across England and Wales
maintain-family-ties

●

https://www.gov.uk/
g u i d a n c e / c o r o navirus-covid-19and-prisons

15/5

●
●

Maintaining #FamilyTies deemed vital for rehabilitating offenders, reducing reoffending & keeping the public safe.
HMP Berwyn and HMYOI Wetherby among first 10 to benefit
As a temporary measure, secure phone handsets will be given
to prisoners at 55 prisons allowing risk-assessed prisoners to
speak to a small number of pre-authorised contacts. All calls
recorded.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Prisons
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Prisoner Release
world/2020/may/15/
● Almost 2,000 tags bought for prisoner releases remain unused
only-55-of-2000● Justice ministry said up to 4,000 inmates would be freed but so
tags-bought-for-ukfar only 57 have been released
covid-19-prisoner● Responding to a parliamentary question from the shadow justice
release-used

secretary, David Lammy, the government said it had signed a
deal with two private providers, Buddi and Attenti, on 7 April and
22 April respectively.

54 Days Since
Lockdown Began
16/5

Easing of Lockdown Day 4 - Saturday 16th May 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Police
guardian.com/uk- Lockdown Stop and Search Racism
news/2020/may/16/
● London police accused of racial profiling in lockdown searches
london-police-ac● The Guardian - Handcuffed school worker says misuse of stop
cused-of-racial-proand search has worsened during pandemic
f i l i n g - i n - c o r o navirus-lockdownsearches
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BAME
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Pregnant BAME women
world/2020/may/16/
● Oxford University study found that 55% of pregnant women adbame-majoritymitted to hospital with coronavirus from 1 March to 14 April were
pregnant-womenfrom a BAME background. The findings show women from a
hospitalisedBAME background were four times more likely to be hospitalised
covid-19-troublingwith coronavirus than white women.
midwives

●

●

55 Days Since
Lockdown Began
17/5

The data prompted the Royal College of Midwives (RCM) to develop new guidance for midwives and maternity support workers
to ensure that they are aware of the increased risks for BAME
women and that there is a lower threshold for investigating
symptoms and advising them on whether they need to be seen
by a medical professional.
The study analysed data of 427 pregnant women and has not
yet been peer-reviewed.

Easing of Lockdown Day 5 - Sunday 17th May 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Public Enquiry
thetimes.co.uk/past- UK backs calls for international inquiry
s i x - d a y s /
● Britain is backing moves to establish an independent inquiry into
2020-05-17/news/
the international response to the coronavirus. Today’s resolution
coronavirus-ukat the World Health Assembly spares China an investigation into
backs-calls-for-inthe origin of the disease.
ternational-inquiry● The initial motion put forward by the EU and Australia called for
xwtrzxv38

the World Health Organisation and World Organisation for Animal Health to conduct “scientific and collaborative field missions”
and “identify the zoonotic source of the virus and the route of
introduction to the human population, including the possible role
of intermediate hosts”.
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https://www.inde- Hyde Park Coronavirus Protest
pendent.co.uk/
● A group called UK Freedom Movement had called for people to
news/uk/homejoin “mass gatherings” in at least 60 other locations across the
news/coronaviruscountry starting at 12pm on Saturday.
lockdown-protests● The Metropolitan Police said 19 people were arrested and 10
uk-london-hydegiven fines for breaking the Health Protection Regulations.
park-5g-conspiracyt h e o r i e s a9518506.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/
news/uk/crime/
coronavirusprotests-hyde-parklondon-jeremy-corbyn-piers-brotherl o c k d o w n a9518341.html

17/5

https://twitter.com/ Covid Cases and Deaths
DHSCgovuk/status/
● As of 9am 17 May, there have been 2,580,769 tests, with 91,206
1262124283817594
tests on 16 May.
882
● 1,818,712 people have been tested of which 243,695 tested
https://twitter.com/
RP131/status/
1262061618625753
089

56 Days Since
Lockdown Began

●

positive.
As of 5pm on 16 May, of those tested positive for coronavirus,
across all settings, 34,636 have died.

Easing of Lockdown Day 6 - Monday 18th May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Courts
thetimes.co.uk/arti- Administration of Justice/Trial by Jury/Open Justice
cle/coronavirus● Three courtrooms per trial - Court officials have agreed with pubthree-courtroomslic health authorities that it is safe to restart jury trials at three
per-trial-as-casescourts
restart-v50tlb39z

●

https://twitter.com/
kirkkorner/status/
1262352894831067
137
h t t p s : / / i n s i g h t s .d o u g h t y s t r e e t .co.uk/post/102g7j4/
resumption-of-jurytrials-an-open-justice-toolkit

●

●

●

To maintain social distancing, each trial will use three courtrooms.
At the Old Bailey, where adjourned trials restarted last week,
judges, jurors, witnesses and lawyers are in the main court, with
journalists and the public confined to a separate court and linked
to the proceedings via video. A third is used for jury deliberations.
Nightingale Courts - Justice Secretary Robert Buckland told Sky
News he had instructed officials to look at ways of adapting the
NHS model of commandeering additional buildings, to allow for
social distancing.
"I think we need to concentrate on the court estate first of all," he
said. But where it is possible perhaps to do hearings that don't
require custody, that can be done in buildings perhaps adjacent
to the court centres, then I think that needs to be looked into and
I've encouraged that to happen, in places like Cardiff.

h t t p s : / / w w w .google.co.uk/amp/s/
news.sky.com/story/
amp/coronavirusnightingale-courtsconsidered-as-jury- Response:
t r i a l s ● Twitter Tristan Kirk - At the Old Bailey's first new trial, Judge
return-11989887
Richard Marks QC used a microphone to talk to potential jurors

●

in the hallway outside the courtroom. He told them to raise any
concerns, explained social distancing measures, & said the
building had been thoroughly cleaned and inspected.
Doherty Street Chambers - produced a “toolkit” that may assist
journalists, trial observers and the public seeking to participate in
resumed criminal trials be that in person or from home.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Education
thetimes.co.uk/arti- Rising Tension in Battle to Open Schools
cle/unions-are-for● The National Education Union (NEU) with its 450,000 members,
getting-children-inchallenged the government’s assertion that there is no need for
the-battle-overpupils and staff to stay two metres apart when they return as
schools-stt5f6lxs

●

long as they stay in small groups.
It told members in a new planning guide that there was no evidence pupils did not transmit Covid-19 and until there was, twometre social distancing must be maintained, as in any other
workplace.

h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/coronavirus-unions-sayschools-must-stickto-2m-distancing- Response:
rule-w6b39xkcx
● The Times Unions are forgetting children in the battle over
https://twitter.com/
educationgovuk/
s t a t u s /
1261736503421612
033
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●

schools
Childcare.co.uk - 81.3% of parents will not send their children
back to school if they reopen in June - according to survey of
20,805 families

https://twitter.com/ Police
PoliceChiefs/status/ NPCC Launch New Speed Campaign
1262308864948666
● Today NPCC launched a new speeding enforcement operation;
368
deliberately timed as travel restrictions start to ease and the vol-

ume of traffic increases and particularly when so many people
have not been out on the roads for quite some time

18/5

https://www.daily- Police
m a i l . c o . u k / n e w s / Derbyshire Drone Police Chief Constable Announces Retirement
article-8329065/
● Derbyshire Police Chief Constable, Peter Goodman whose force
Derbyshire-Policecontroversially used drones to spy on walkers during lockdown
chief-constable-reannounced his retirement at the end of July after a police watchtires-probe-persondog probe into his personal conduct.
al-conduct-duty.html

●
●

He was referred to the Independent Office for Police Conduct
days after the ‘stay at home’ restrictions were introduced.
The complaint related to an off-duty personal conduct matter.
The IOPC carried out an investigation but ruled there was no
breach of professional standards.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Police
thetimes.co.uk/arti- Head of British Transport Police (BTP) in Scotland makes 470 mile
cle/scottish-police- round trip
chief-eddie-wylie-s● Eddie Wylie made the 470-mile round trip between his Glasgow
lockdown-tripsflat and his home in Yorkshire on two occasions between March
slammed-stb9n0wbt

●

●

21 and May 13
The BTP said both trips were work-related and did not breach
lockdown guidelines and that Wylie travelled alone and by car to
minimise any possible exposure to others.
Richard Leonard, the leader of the Scottish Labour Party said Mr
Wylie’s actions sent out the wrong message to the Scottish public. “Alongside the Scottish government and Police Scotland, the
BTP’s message to the people of Scotland has rightly been to
stay at home and avoid any unnecessary travel.
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https://www.thejus- Prisons
ticegap.com/unjust- Report Published and Detention of Unsentenced Children Guidepodcasts-prisons- lines
during-a-pandemic/
● HM Inspectorate of Prisons published report today on 3 large
https://twitter.com/
TheHowardLeague/
s t a t u s /
1262325753695395
850
h t t p s : / /
howardleague.org/
wp-content/uploads/
2020/05/Endingthe-detention-ofunsentenced-children-duringCovid-19-pandemic.pdf

●

●
●

and busy men's prisons during Covid crisis; communications key
to prisoner acceptance of severe restrictions which often meant
often only 30 minutes per day out of cell at HMP Altcourse in
Liverpool, HMP Elmley on the Isle of Sheppey and HMP
Wandsworth in south London.
Prisoners with coronavirus symptoms have been prevented from
showering or doing exercise for up to 14 days, a new report from
the prison watchdog has revealed.
This week there are 80,348 people in prisons and young offender institutions in England and Wales
Prison update - As of 17:00 on Sunday 17 May: 411 prisoners
have tested positive for COVID-19 across 74 prisons, 540 prison
staff have tested positive for COVID-19 across 71 prisons, 23
Prisoner Escort and Custody Services staff have tested positive
for COVID-19
The Howard League have worked in partnership with Garden
Law Court to produce guidelines for lawyers - called Children in
prison during the Covid-19 pandemic
Severely restricted prison regimes have led to the majority of
children being held in prolonged solitary confinement; no faceto-face visits; virtually no education or therapy; and difficulties in
contacting families and professionals making plans for release

●
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/
m e d i a / p r e s s - r e●
leases/2020/05/local-mens-prisonsduring-covid-19communicationskey-to-prisoner-acResponse:
ceptance-of-severe● The Secret Barrister - Yet again, a scandal in criminal justice
restrictions/
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/
inspections/localprisons-short-scrutiny-visit/

which should prompt immediate, across-the-board resignations
inside the Ministry of Justice is simply added to the list. Where is
the accountability? Officers have been told not to pursue criminal charges and instead apply out-of-court measures, such as a
caution or community resolution, to clear a backlog caused by
the coronavirus.

https://www.independent.co.uk/
news/uk/homenews/prisons-ukcoronavirus-shower-exercise-watchdog-inspector-report-a9520186.html
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h t t p s : / / Public Enquiry
www.lawgazette.● The Law Gazette writes the government is facing calls for a pubco.uk/features/
lic inquiry into its response to the coronavirus pandemic and
covid-19-public-inasks what form should such an inquiry take and what should it
quiry-asking-theinvestigate?
right-questions/
5104292.article

57 Days Since
Lockdown Began
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Easing of Lockdown Day 7 - Tuesday 19th May 2020

https://committees.- UK Parliament
p a r l i a m e n t . u k / COVID-19 response scrutinised to ensure human rights are upheld
committee/93/hu● Today the Joint Committee on Human Rights has announced
man-rights-jointthat it will scrutinise the Government’s COVID-19 response.
committee/news/
● This includes any legislation that the Government brings forward
145641/covid19to contain and control the COVID-19 outbreak, as well as how
r e s p o n s e - s c r u t ithose measures are then implemented, and how the response
nised-to-ensurecould be differently affecting different groups of people.
human-rights-are● The Chair of the Joint Committee on Human Rights, Harriet
upheld/

●

19/5

Harman MP "Times of national crisis call for strong and decisive
leadership. However, at this time, it is also vitally important that
checks and balances are in place to ensure that human rights
are not disregarded, and that people remain fully protected under the law.
The Committee will be thoroughly scrutinising the measures taken and any proposed legislation. "

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Police
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Officers Told Not to Pursue Criminal Charges
edition/news/crimi● The Times reported thousands of prosecutions for drug, public
nals-to-avoid-dayorder, theft and criminal damage offences are set to be dropped
in-court-while-legalas police chiefs try to alleviate pressure on the court system.
backlog-is-cleared● Sara Glen, of the National Police Chiefs’ Council has said forces
ffcnvbppz

should review cases and identify those that could be dealt with
outside court and dealt with instead by out of court measures
such as using cautions, placing curfews on suspects and others
to be resolved by offenders apologising or paying compensation
to victims.
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https://www.gov.uk/ ‘Sobriety tags’ come into Force Today
government/news/
● Criminals who commit alcohol-fuelled crime may be banned
sobriety-tags-comefrom drinking and made to wear ‘sobriety tags’ after new legislainto-force
tion comes into force today

●
●
19/5

https://www.gov.uk/ Domestic Abuse
guidance/covid-19- Ministry of Justice Issues Guidance for domestic abuse and sexual
funding-for-domes- violence
tic-abuse-and-sex● COVID-19 funding for domestic abuse and sexual violence supual-violence-support services
port-services

●

●

19/5

Ankle tags to monitor offenders’ alcohol intake, drinking could
see offenders returned to court for further sanctions
National rollout to begin later this year after successful pilots

£25 million as part of a £76 million government package of support to charities supporting vulnerable people including victims of
sexual violence and domestic abuse.
Will be distributed through two separate funds, one through Police and Crime Commissioners and one through the national
Rape and Sexual Abuse Support Fund. Separately from the
funding MOJ will also provide an extra £3 million to PCCs specifically to fund Independent Sexual Violence Advisers (ISVAs) until 2022.

h t t p s : / / d o c s .- Police
google.com/docu- Police Launch Campaigns - #MakeYourDifference – a new national
ment/d/1WZHvSr- #JoinThePolice
I 2 a F e n W r 3 B B● #JoinThePolice - national campaign to recruit 20,000 more pos c 6 l c S g g 2 olice officers launches today
P A y 7 U o z 7 g b y● #NationalSpecialsDay - Police campaign to say thank you to all
dt_XA/edit

Special Constables who have given up their free time during
covid 19.

19/5

https://twitter.com/ Housing
UKCivilService/sta- Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Govt
t
u
s
/
● Announced £3.2 billion of funding for councils to support their
1262674087761059
response to the pandemic and to help protect vital services.
840
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https://news.sky.- Universal Credit
c o m / s t o r y / c o r o n- Claims surge by record 856,500 in April to highest level since 1996
avirus-uk-jobless● Surge of 856,500 people submitting benefit claims last month as
claims-surgethe coronavirus crisis took its toll on jobs.
by-856-500-in-april● The update from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) showed
11990753

the so-called claimant count, measured through Universal Credit
applications, at its highest level since 1996 at 2.1 million in total.
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https://twitter.com/ Prisons
legalhackette/sta- Ministry of Justice - Prison Update
t
u
s
/
● 432 prisoners have tested positive for COVID-19 across 75 pris1263162604635242
ons
502

●
●
●
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555 prison staff have tested positive across 73 prisons
24 Prisoner Escort & Custody Services staff have tested positive
22 prisoners & 10 staff have died

Easing of Lockdown Day 8 - Wednesday 20th May 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Lord Sumption, former Supreme Court judge view on Lockdown
thetimes.co.uk/arti● Times article: Lord Sumption sharing his view on the easing of
cle/set-us-freethe lockdown plan is arbitrary and absurd. It discredits the law as
from-lockdown-minwell as those who make it.
isters-and-stop● He believes Professor Neil Ferguson’s “reasonable worst case”
covering-yourof 510,000 deaths pushed the government into making a decibacks-kvwrnk9ww
h t t p s : / /
www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentaryand-opinion/lordsumption-is-wrongon-lockdown-liberty/
5104325.article

sion that mocks our humanity and treats us all as mere tools of
government policy.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Leave to Remain Scheme
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / NHS care workers left out of leave-to-remain scheme BUT then
edition/news/nhs- overturned by Home Secretary
care-workers-left● The Home Office has provoked outrage after leaving NHS care
out-of-leave-to-reworkers and cleaners out of a bereavement scheme that will
main-schemesupport the families of workers who die of coronavirus.
jp8dzs9p0

●

https://twitter.com/
DannyShawBBC/
s t a t u s /
1263151247705677
824

●

Under the scheme announced last month, the families and dependents of migrant NHS workers killed by the virus will be offered indefinite leave to remain in the UK. Care workers, hospital
cleaners or porters were not included.
Original scheme was introduced by the Home Secretary in April
and had huge backlash. Campaign led by GMB.

https://twitter.com/ Response:
pritipatel/status/
● Decision overturned - Priti Patel, Home Secretary said ‘We are
1263153647791284
extending the bereavement scheme to NHS support staff & so224

cial care workers - effective immediately and retrospectively.
This is a very complex issue we have been working through at
pace. Rest assured, all families will have the support they need
during this tragic time.

20/5

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK scientists must not be blamed for giving advice, says Royal
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Society head
world/2020/may/20/
● Scientists must be allowed to take independent decisions withuk-scientists-mustout fear of recriminations, the Royal Society has warned after a
not-be-blamedcabinet minister, work and pensions secretary Thérèse Coffey
coronavirus-adviceappeared to blame “wrong” science for mistakes made in tacksays-royal-societyling the coronavirus pandemic.
h
e
a
d
?
●
She told Sky News: “If the science was wrong, advice at the time
C M P = t w t _ g u & u twas wrong, I’m not surprised if people will then think we then
m_source=Twitter&
made a wrong decision.”
utm_medium#Echo
● No 10 swiftly distanced itself from her comments but they raised
box=1589992017

concerns that members of the Scientific Advisory Group on
Emergencies (Sage) were being hung out to dry.
Covid Cases and Deaths
● Official coronavirus death toll rises by 363 to 35,704

20/5
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Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 9 - Thursday 21st May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Number of people with coronavirus in England remains stable
guardian.com/
● The number of people with coronavirus in England has remained
world/2020/may/21/
stable since the end of April, according to new data, with nearly
number-of-people140,000 people infected in the last two weeks.
with-coronavirus-in● The second snapshot of Covid-19 rates in the community, taken
england-remainsby the Office for National Statistics (ONS), found that 137,000
stable-says-ons?
people – 0.25% of the population – had coronavirus at any given
u t m _ t e r m = A u ttime during the two weeks from 4-17 May.
ofeed&CMP=twt_gu
&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#
Echobox=15900566
20
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
thetimes.co.uk/
● The number of new daily cases is critical to hopes that a conedition/news/contact-tracing system to spot and isolate new cases quickly will be
tact-tracing-to-goable to keep the epidemic under control.
ahead-amid-doubts● In its first report on the national Covid-19 outbreak last week, the
over-implementaONS estimated that 148,000 had coronavirus but the difference
tion-7mdq8wx23

●

●

21/5

is not statistically significant.
Only 35 of the 14,599 people randomly tested were positive for
coronavirus and the ONS said the true figure could be anywhere
between 85,000 and 208,000.
For the first time, the ONS estimates that 61,000 people caught
coronavirus in the week to Sunday, equivalent to 8,700 a day.
This is significantly higher than the 2,472 cases confirmed by
labs on Monday.

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Education
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / School Openings - 1st June
edition/news/head● Ministers are now thinking again about June 1 and say they
teachers-left-to-dewould listen to the concerns of teachers and their unions.
cide-if-and-when● Robert Buckland, the Justice Secretary, said the government
schools-will-reopenaccepted that there were likely to be issues for some schools
k9lkcp8jx

that meant they could not all reopen in a “uniform” way.

21/5

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Courts
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Virtual Sittings - House of Commons
edition/news/coron● Virtual sittings of the House of Commons have been scrapped
avirus-time-toafter less than a month as the government ordered MPs to recome-back-to-workturn to Westminster on June 2.
rees-mogg-tells● Despite opposition within the Conservative Party, Jacob Reesmps-jgfj8jk5g

Mogg, the Commons leader, confirmed yesterday that after the
half-term break MPs were expected to turn up in person. “In line
with government advice for those who cannot do their jobs from
home, I am asking members to return to their place of work after
Whitsun,” he said. “We will not be returning to the crowded,
bustling chamber of old, we will be observing social distancing.”
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Courts
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Virtual Courts and Virtual Pupillages
edition/law/trial-by● Times article by Penelope Gibbs, director of Transform Justice
video-leaves-jus● Robert Buckland, QC, the justice secretary and lord chancellor,
tice-waiting-to-berecently bemoaned the harm done to parliamentary business by
served-znrtn8772
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/law/virtualpupillages-becomereality-for-would-bebarristers-ldlkgldb0

●

●

●

21/5

remote working, describing virtual select committee hearings as
“deeply unsatisfying” and lacking in “personal interchange”.
Unfortunately, the newly reopened courts are suffering the same
fate. Few criminal cases are being heard, and nearly all are the
first appearances of those detained by the police.
Virtual pupillages become reality for would-be barristers - The
number of cases that pupils have been able to appear in has
been considerably reduced and some have been unable to do
any, prompting concern that they may be required to extend their
pupillage or undertake a “third six” before they are considered
for a tenancy, or full membership of chambers.
Most sets are providing advocacy exercises and holding virtual
social events and seminars in bids to recreate the pupillage experience — but many still feel they are missing out.

https://news.npc- Police
c.police.uk/releas- NPCC - Sustained falls in recorded crime reported throughout
es/sustained-falls- lockdown
in-recorded-crime● Provisional figures released today show that police recorded
reported-throughcrime from all 43 territorial police forces in England and Wales
out-lockdown

has fallen overall by 25 per cent – excluding fraud which is
recorded centrally by Action Fraud – in the four weeks to May
10, compared to the same period in 2019.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/busi- Business and Economy Headlines
ness/2020/may/21/
● RBS - More than 50,000 staff to work from home until at least
rbs-staff-work-fromSeptember
home-september● Rightmove - Tuesday 19th May was the busiest ever day with
bank-covid-19-safe5.3 million visits.
ty?utm_term=Aut●
Clarks - To cut nearly 1,000 head office jobs
ofeed&CMP=twt_gu
● Rolls-Royce - To cut 9,000 jobs as Covid-19 takes toll on airlines
&utm_medium&ut● Manchester United - Net debt increases by £127.4m to £429.1m
m_source=Twitter#
in a year. Financial results show impact of coronavirus pandemEchobox=15900670
ic
38

●
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/technology/2020/may/
21/dysons-uk-staffrevolt-against-order-to-return-towork-coronavirus?
u t m _ t e r m = A u tofeed&CMP=twt_gu
&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#
Echobox=15900566
13
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/business/2020/may/20/
rolls-royce-tocut-9000-jobsworldwide-as-covid19-takes-toll

21/5

●

●

●

Dyson - Dyson told staff who were able to work from home to
return to the office this week, in apparent contravention of government advice, then cancelled the plan after a mutiny among
dismayed employees, the Guardian understands.
Chancellor Rishi Sunak warned the economy may not “immediately bounce back” from the coronavirus crisis and could suffer
permanent scarring, as jobless claims soared at a record rate to
more than 2m.
The UK is facing a severe recession “the likes of which we have
not seen” due to the Covid-19 crisis, Rishi Sunak warned, as the
number of people claiming unemployment benefits soared by
nearly 70 per cent.
The Chancellor struck a sombre note on a day that saw the biggest month-on-month increase in out of work benefits claims
since records began in 1971. A further 10m are now precariously
relying on the state to pay their wages.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Covid-19: did the UK government prepare for the wrong kind of
g u a r d i a n . c o m / pandemic?
world/2020/may/21/
● A review of official documents and interviews with politicians,
did-the-uk-governnational security advisers and experts in risk management sugment-prepare-forgests one answer may be that ministers stuck closely to the recthe-wrong-kind-ofommendations of a well-honed plan for a different disease: the
p a n d e m i c ?
flu.
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tm_source=Twitter&
utm_medium#Echo
box=1590063539
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Work and Study Visas - Home Office reports falls in March, particug u a r d i a n . c o m / larly for Chinese people
world/2020/may/21/
● The coronavirus pandemic triggered a significant drop in apc o r o n a v i r u s - t r i gplications to the UK for asylum and visas in the first quarter of
gers-fall-in-uk-asythe year, as well as a fall in the number of people removed from
l u m - a n d - v i s a - a pthe country, official figures show.
p l i c a t i o n s ? u t●
There were significant falls for work and study visas in March, in
m_term=Autofeed&
particular for Chinese nationals, and this was likely to be related
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tto Covid-19, the Home Office said.
m_medium&utm_● Work visa applications were down 3% in the first three months of
source=Twitter#Ech
the year, compared with the first quarter of 2019, and, while
obox=1590061264

study visa applications were up 65% in the same period, they fell
significantly in March, the Home Office said.
21/5

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Lockdown
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Ramadan during lockdown
world/2020/may/21/
● The Guardian - With Ramdam ending on Sunday readers were
its-been-life-changasked how they have been observing Ramadan in lockdown. As
ing-ramadan-durplaces of worship remain closed and large gatherings continue
ing-uk-lockdown?
to be banned due to the coronavirus outbreak, Britain’s estimatu t m _ t e r m = A u ted 2.6 million Muslims are observing Ramadan in new ways.
ofeed&CMP=twt_gu
● Where people would pray together in mosques or join their
&utm_medium&utneighbours for the evening iftar meal, families now say the nightm_source=Twitter#
ly taraweeh prayers at home, or break their fasts alone.
Echobox=15900566
14
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS
guardian.com/soci- Stop the Clapping
ety/2020/may/21/
● The Guardian - NHS doctor. I don’t work “on the frontline” benhs-doctor-enoughcause there isn’t one; I’m not in the army and we aren’t engaged
people-clapping?
in military combat. But I do work as a consultant on a ward
u t m _ t e r m = A u twhere we have had Covid-19, and colleagues of mine have
ofeed&CMP=twt_gu
been very unwell. The requirement to be constantly vigilant and
&utm_medium&utto manage the infection risk makes work more difficult, more
m_source=Twitter#
stressful, and at times more tragic.
Echobox=15900510
● Obviously I carry on going to work – it is my job, one that I enjoy
97

●

and am being well paid for. I am pleased to have a reason to
leave the house. I have a very decent and secure income so
count myself extremely lucky.
What I don’t find nice, and I really don’t need, is people clapping.
I don’t need rainbows.
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https://www.stan- Mosque Leader’s Human Rights Breached
dard.co.uk/news/uk/
● Mosque leader mounts legal action against Government over
bradford-mosque'unlawful' lockdown restrictions on Friday prayers
leader-legal-action● Places of worship must remain closed under current emergency
lockdown-fridayrules to curb the spread of Covid-19, apart from a few excepp r a y e r s tions such as funerals, and for faith leaders to broadcast prayers
a4447781.html

●

60 Days Since
Lockdown Began
22/5

Easing of Lockdown Day 10 - Friday 22nd May 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w .- London Lockdown
thetimes.co.uk/
● London could exit lockdown sooner than other parts of the counedition/news/lontry, ministers have suggested, as it has the lowest rate of corondon-could-exit-lockavirus infection.
d
o
w
n
● Robert Jenrick, the communities secretary, said it was “right that
earlier-2rgvq6hl6

●

21/5

and acts of worship via the internet.
Tabassum Hussain, chairman of the executive committee of the
Jamiyat Tabligh-ul-Islam Mosque, one of the largest mosques in
Bradford, is pursuing legal action against the Department for
Health and Social Care.

we focus on safely reopening the capital”.
The R, or reproductive, rate of coronavirus nationally has remained steady at between 0.7 and 1 for the second week in a
row, according to figures published by the government’s scientific advisers.

Part 1 - https:// How work in Britain has been changed by coronavirus
w w w . t h e t i m e s .● The Times monthly instalments on how everyone’s life has been
co.uk/article/howchanged by the pandemic and follow how their work has
work-in-britain-haschanged under lockdown such as a doctor on the front line or a
been-changed-byTube driver serving empty platforms.
coronavirus-3xvfkf5ks
Part 2 - https://
w w w . t h e t i m e s .co.uk/edition/news/
how-work-in-britainhas-been-changedby-covid-19-parttwo-r2b07n72f

22/5

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
thetimes.co.uk/
● Coronavirus tracers will ask close contacts to isolate for a fortedition/news/coronnight
avirus-tracers-will● Everyone who has been in close contact with a person conask-close-contactsfirmed to have Covid-19 will be told to isolate for 14 days even if
to-isolate-for-a-fortthey have no symptoms, under government contact-tracing
night-xnj37k9nz

plans.
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h t t p s : / / Royal Commission
www.lawgazette.● The pandemic appears to have stalled progress on a Royal
co.uk/news/royalCommission announced in the Queen’s speech at the start of
commission-couldthe year to review and improve efficiency in the criminal justice
be-next-covid-19system.
victim/5104374.arti● Director of public prosecutions Max Hill QC told the committee
cle

that the commission has yet to start. The Crown Prosecution
Service has been asked to provide input. ‘But the timetable is
not for us. I think it has been Covid-affected like everything else.
We’re awaiting settlement of the terms of reference and then
identification of members of the commission.’

22/5

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Will sports halls and conference rooms be the new venues?
co.uk/news/hotels● Venues such as sports halls and hotel conference rooms are
and-sports-hallsbeing considered for court hearings to clear any backlog caused
being-consideredby the coronavirus lockdown, the lord chief justice revealed toas-makeshiftday.
courts/5104379.ar● Lord Burnett of Maldon told the House of Commons justice
ticle

●

22/5

committee today that such temporary court venues are most
likely to be used in civil, family and tribunal proceedings.
He said that ‘with a little bit of luck’ all courts could be open
again by the end of June, although the need for social distancing
will inevitably mean that the existing estate will struggle to meet
demand.

https://www.gov.uk/ HMCTS operational summary for week commencing Monday 25
g u i d a n c e / h m c t s - May 2020
weekly-operationalsummary-on-courtsand-tribunals-during-coronavirusc o v i d - 1 9 outbreak#hmctsoperational-summar y - f o r - w e e k - c o mm e n c i n g m o n d a y - 11 may-2020
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h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Remote hearing review
co.uk/news/remote● The Civil Justice Council commissioned a review led by Dr Nahearings-review-totalie Byrom, director of research at the Legal Education Foundareport-back-nexttion, to gather feedback on the impact of coronavirus measures
week/5104371.artion the civil justice system.
cle

●

The findings were due to be published today but will now be
published next Wednesday ‘in order to be able to properly consider and include the vast number of responses received’, the
council said. of an independent review into remote hearings
during the Covid-19 pandemic will be unveiled a few days later
than planned after more than 1,000 responses were received

22/5

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Coronavirus: Summary
guardian.com/
● 80 million infants may have missed out on routine vaccines
world/2020/may/22/
● UK orders quarantines for new arrivals
coronavirus-latest● Epidemic is now flat or declining, says top UK adviser
at-a-glance-22-may

22/5

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Social Distancing
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Physical Distancing Advice is Precautionary
world/2020/may/22/
● Britain’s physical distancing advice to stay 2 metres from other
distancing-advicepeople is a “precautionary approach” and could change to allow
in-england-couldcloser contact, top officials from Public Health England have
change-to-allowsaid.
closer-contact-2●
The guidance is out of line with advice in most other countries
metre

●

22/5

and with recommendations from the World Health Organization,
which says people should stay just one metre apart.
“We have taken a precautionary approach to say 2 metres apart,
full stop,” said Yvonne Doyle, medical director of PHE

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Dominic Cummings
guardian.com/poli● Police spoke to Dominic Cummings about breaching the govtics/2020/may/22/
ernment’s lockdown rules after he was seen in Durham, 264
dominic-cummingsmiles from his London home, despite having had symptoms of
durham-trip-coroncoronavirus, the Guardian can reveal.
avirus-lockdown

●

Officers approached Boris Johnson’s key adviser days after he
was seen rushing out of Downing Street when the prime minister
tested positive for the virus at the end of March, a joint investigation by the Guardian and the Mirror has found.

Response Twitter
thread:
https://twitter.com/
lewis_goodall/stat
u
s
/ Response:
1263924638599520
● Calls for his resignation.
257
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https://www.judicia- Courts
r y. u k / a n n o u n c e- Jury Trials - Message from the Chair of the Jury Trials Working
m e n t s / m e s s a g e - Group on resumption of jury trials
from-the-chair-of● Juries were sworn in at four courts – Manchester Minshull
the-jury-trials-workStreet, Bristol, Cardiff and The Old Bailey – and all proceeded
i n g - g r o u p - o n - r einto a second day with no reported problems.
sumption-of-jury●
The feedback received from participants, including court staff,
trials/

jurors, witnesses and legal professionals, has been positive.

22/5

https://committees.- Joint Committee on Human Rights Chair’s Second Briefing on The
parliament.uk/writ- Lockdown Regulations
tenevidence/5454/
● Briefing paper on the changes to the lockdown laws just pubdefault/
lished. Makes 3 recommendations:
Response:
https://twitter.com/
AdamWagner1/stat
u
s
/
1263940049382621
186

●
●

●

1. Any new regulations or amendments to regulations should be
announced to Parliament before they are laid.
2. Time should be allowed for debate and a vote held on any
amending. Regulations as soon as possible given the significant
implications for human rights.
3. The Regulations should be amended so as to require a proportionality review every 21 days, as required by the equivalent
Welsh regulations, and each review should be published

Response:
● Adam Wagner summarise the report, which he contributed to in
his role as specialist advisor to the committee, briefly:
● 1. There is a real concern over the legal clarity and confusing
public communications of the lockdown
● 2. There have already been a number of wrongful convictions
relating to the lockdown regulations. The recommendations are
● (a) to urgently review the 16,000 or so fixed penalty notices that
have been issued
● (b) introduce a right of review/or appeal for fixed penalty notices
● 3. The government lockdown reviews by the Health Secretary
have potentially been deficient as they appear to focus on necessity not proportionality - recommendation (c) to introduce a
mandatory proportionality review as in the Welsh regulations
● 4. The engagement with and scrutiny by parliament of these
draconian restrictions has been almost non-existent. Recommends (d) introduction of a more rigorous process for amending
the regulations which involves Parliament more meaningfully

62 and 63 Days Easing of Lockdown Day 11 & 12 - Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th
Since Lockdown May 2020
Began
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h t t p s : / / i n s i g h t s .- Dominic Cummings - Did he act "Responsibly and Legally"?
d o u g h t y s t r e e t .● Kirsty Brimelow, QC - It is important to separate the law from the
co.uk/post/102g80l/
guidance. The law is legally binding. Guidance can be ignored
did-dominic-cumbut the government expects it to be followed. Those in governmings-act-responment should be held to set an example. Otherwise, cooperation
sibly-and-legally

●

is likely to collapse.
Dominic Cummings is clear that he acted both legally and responsibly.

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Dominic Cummings
thetimes.co.uk/past● PM backs Dominic Cummings to media and public outrage and
s i x - d a y s /
uproar
2020-05-24/news/
johnson-gives-dominic-cummingsfull-support-overlockdown-breachclaims-rxwbgk5jr

63 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 13 - Bank Holiday Monday 25th May 2020

Dominic Cummings - Rose Garden Press Conference

25/5

https://www.gov- Prime Ministers Speech - Further Easing of Lockdown
.uk/government/
● Outdoor markets and car showrooms will be able to reopen from
news/prime-minis1 June
ter-sets-out-time● All other non-essential retail including shops selling clothes,
line-for-retail-toshoes, toys, furniture, books, and electronics, plus tailors, aucreopen-in-june
tion houses, photography studios, and indoor markets, will be
expected to be able to reopen from 15 June
● Businesses will only be able to open from these dates once they
have completed a risk assessment, in consultation with trade
union representatives or workers, and are confident they are
managing the risks. They must have taken the necessary steps
to become COVID-19 secure in line with the current Health and
Safety legislation.
George Floyd
● George, a 46-year-old black man, was killed in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, during an arrest for allegedly using a counterfeit bill.

25/5

64 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 14 - Tuesday 26th May 2020
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https://twitter.com/ Dominic Cummings: Extensive Press Articles included:
AdamWagner1/sta● Did Dominic Cummings break the law?
t
u
s
/
● PM Proves he's dependent Upon Cummings
1265234517125718
● Douglas Ross, MP for Sotland Resigns over Cummings
019

●
●

Cummings and goings: Did Dom break the law?
Police Officer tells LBC people use Dominic Cummings as lockdown excuse
Durham police admit giving misleading statement

h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
●
edition/news/borisjohnson-dependso n - d o m i n i c - c u m- Public opinion hardens against Dominic Cummings
● Boris Johnson is facing a widespread party revolt over his remings-politicallyand-psychologicalfusal to sack Dominic Cummings as public opinion hardens over
ly-z52xwcwnb
allegations that the prime minister’s senior adviser broke lockhttps://twitter.com/
Douglas4Moray/
s t a t u s /
1265196839231533
057/photo/1

●

down rules.
Downing Street’s attempts to draw a line under the controversy
failed today as a minister resigned and more than 20 Conservative MPs – including a former chief whip – called on Mr Johnson
to dismiss his aide.

h t t p s : / /
www.legalcheek.com/lc-journalposts/cummingsand-goings-diddom-break-the-law/
h t t p s : / / w w w. l b c .co.uk/radio/presenters/tom-swarbrick/
police-officer-tellslbc-people-dominiccumminngs/
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/publicopinion-hardensagainst-dominiccummings-fjz8jrxph
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
e d i t i o n / n e w s / d ominic-cummingsdurham-police-facequestions-over-misleading-statementqx6bv8thj
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https://www.inside- Rough Sleepers
h o u s i n g . c o . u k / Government pledges 6,000 new long-term homes for rough sleeph o m e / h o m e / g o v- ers housed during COVID-19 crisis
ernment-pledges● Housing Secretary Robert Jenrick unveiled a government pledge
to-create-6000to make 3,300 new homes available in the next 12 months.
new-long-term● The announcement comes as the government tussles with the
homes-for-roughquestion of where to place the thousands of rough sleepers who
sleepers-housedhave been placed in short-term accommodation such as hotels
during-covid-19during the coronavirus crisis.
crisis-66555?utm_● The money to fund the scheme will be accelerated from the
source=dlvr.it&ut£381m rough sleepers fund announced in March’s Budget. This
m_medium=twitter

●

was initially to fund rough sleepers’ accommodation over a fouryear period.
Mr Jenrick said this fund has now been extended to £433m, with
a total of £160m to be given in the next 12 months to help with
the scheme.

26/5

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Coronavirus tracker map UK: where the latest cases have spread
thetimes.co.uk/
● As of May 26, there were 265,227 recorded cases and 37,048
edition/news/trackdeaths in the UK — a daily increase of 2,004 confirmed cases
ing-coronavirus-inand 134 deaths.
the-uk-maps-showhow-the-diseaseh
a
s
spread-2w05d0rwl
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https://twitter.com/ Prisons
D a n n y S h a w B B C / More Robust Testing
s t a t u s /
● @DannyShawBBC The number of prison staff infected by
1265327229208334
Covid-19 has dramatically increased after @MoJGovUK
336

●
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Provided a “more robust way” of reporting cases: 873 staff have
tested positive across 104 jails in England & Wales

https://twitter.com/ FPN
tnewtondunn/status/
1265316731087728 Government to Review All Penalty Fines Issued to Families?
641
● Tom Newton Dunn, Political Editor of The Sun - at Daily No 10
https://twitter.com/
bbclaurak/status/
1265328468067311
616
https://twitter.com/
AdamWagner1/stat
u
s
/
1265325001101709
312

●

Press Conference Matt Hancock announces the Government
will review all penalty fines issued to families while travelling during the lockdown after the Cummings furore (after being asked
by a man of the cloth during the daily No10 press conference).
Laura Kuenssberg, BBC - Govt source says Hancock did not
announce a review of fines of people in lockdown - just meant
that he would pass concern raised by Martin the vicar on to his
colleagues - 2020 everyone

112

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BAME
g u a r d i a n . c o m / BAME people fined more than white population under coronavirus
world/2020/may/26/ laws
bame-people-fined● People of colour are paying the price of arbitrary policing
more-than-white● Reports Mirren Gidda, Liberty Investigates journalist, with addipopulation-undertional reporting by Mattha Busby, Guardian journalist.
coronavirus-laws?
●
Police in England issue at least 22% of fines for contravening
u t m _ t e r m = A u tlockdown to 15.5% of population
ofeed&CMP=twt_gu
&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#
Echobox=15905037
03
https://libertyinvestigates.org.uk/articles/bame-peopledisproportionatelytargeted-by-coronavirus-fines/

65 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 15 - Wednesday 27th May 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Test and Trace
edition/news/how● Hundreds of thousands of people face a tighter lockdown as
does-the-uk-coronthey are told it is their “civic duty” not to leave home for two
avirus-test-andweeks under a national contact tracing system.
trace-system-work● Calls will begin going out from tomorrow telling people they
mvls22dmn
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/ukscoronavirus-testand-trace-systemwont-be-reallyready-for-monthsxh736lk2x
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/
world/2020/may/27/
how-will-englandscoronavirus-testand-trace-systemw
o
r
k
?
u t m _ t e r m = A u tofeed&CMP=twt_gu
&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#
Echobox=15905989
85

●

●
●

“cannot escape the personal responsibility” of self-isolating for
14 days if they have been near someone with coronavirus, even
if they test negative themselves.
Boris Johnson said the system was “relying on people’s public
spiritedness” because the system was “our way out” of lockdown”
Matt Hancock, Health Secretary says it is public's 'civic duty' to
follow test-and-trace instructions in England
Government will enforce compliance if advice to stay at home for
14 days fails

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/
world/2020/may/27/
g o v e r n m e n t - u nveils-covid-19-testand-trace-strategyf o r - e n g l a n d ? u tm_term=Autofeed&
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#Ech
obox=1590598983
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Dominic Cummings Fallout
thetimes.co.uk/
● The Durham police investigation into Dominic Cummings will be
edition/news/
considered a “critical incident” because of the potential reputadurham-police-intional damage to the force and is to be overseen at the highest
vestigate-dominiclevels.
cummings-case-at● The Times understands the force will also examine whether he
highest-levelsbroke the highway code by driving when his eyesight may have
xsqltgtfh

●

been affected by the coronavirus.
The force’s most senior officers are meeting in gold group, a police version of the government’s emergency committee Cobra, to
discuss the case and the course it should take.
Boris Johnson appeared before a liaison committee of senior
MPs.
Lockdown violators using Cummings as excuse, say police
Police commissioner warns of public pushback over Covid-19
containment measures

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/politics/2020/may/27/
boris-johnsons-liai●
son-committee-appearance-what-did●
w e - l e a r n ? u t●
m_term=Autofeed&
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#Ech Response:
● The Secret Barrister - The Attorney General does not underobox=1590606634
https://twitter.com/
BarristerSecret/stat
u
s
/
1265707768322932
738
https://twitter.com/
G e o r g e F r e e m a nM P / s t a t u s /
1265697612390436
867
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/uknews/2020/may/27/
lockdown-violatorsusing-cummingsas-excuse-say-police

●

●

stand her constitutional function. Worse, she abuses her position
and then lies about it. There is something dangerously askew
with the government’s attitude towards the rule of law.
Beth Rigby, Sky News Political Editor - EW - now it’s 44!
Retweets - George Freeman MP After 48hrs & c1000 emails
from constituents expressing outage at the PM’s Chief of Staff
breaking the lockdown & not apologising, it’s clear that public
anger at the betrayal of their trust & compliance now risks a collapse of respect for HMG public health advice. DC has to go.
Kirsty Brimelow QC - My warning has been that the appearance
of 2 parallel systems of law application rule risks non-cooperation of the public. Evidence is now emerging to support this. #reviewFPNs
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/busi- Covid-19 Financial Recovery
ness/2020/may/27/
● Bank of England governor warns recovery will be tough
covid-19-recovery● Andrew Bailey, writing in the Guardian, hints a new round of
will-be-toughmoney creation will be needed
warns-bank-of-england-governor?utm_term=Autofeed&
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#Ech
obox=1590600915

Covid Cases and Deaths
● Tests - 3,798,490 tests
● 267,240 people have tested positive
● As of 5pm on 26 May - 37,460 have died

27/5

66 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 16 - Thursday 28th May 2020

Lockdown Review Date
28/5

https://news.sky.- PM Press Conference
c o m / s t o r y / c o r o n● Boris Johnson formally announces the country's Covid 'alert' staa v i r u s - p m - a ntus has reduced from four to three
nounces-lockdown● Further relaxation of lockdown was announced - some schools
changes-from-moncan reopen and groups of six people will be able to meet outside
d a y - i n as all five tests to lift the lockdown in England have been met.
england-11996373

●

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-8366431/
Boris-Johnsonsays-five-testsease-lockdownmet.html

Speaking at the daily coronavirus briefing, Boris Johnson said
people will also be allowed to meet in gardens and other private
outdoor spaces. He confirmed primary schools and nurseries
can reopen from Monday, and from 15 June, some secondary
school pupils will be able to return to provide "some face to face
contact time" for years 10 and 12.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Contact Tracing Commences
edition/news/con● Matt Hancock: ‘Civic duty’ to obey NHS test and trace orders
tact-tracing-could● New regimen means people in contact with sufferers must strictdetermine-whetherly self-isolate for 14 days, even if they are not sick.
we-get-a-second● It is estimated that every person who tests positive will have five
coronavirus-wavecontacts, but officials believe that this could increase to 15 to 30,
kws08gph8
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/article/uks-coronavirustest-and-trace-system-wont-be-reallyready-for-monthsxh736lk2x

●
●
●

potentially meaning up to two million isolated at any one time as
restrictions are eased.
Tracers will text, email or call people who test positive with coronavirus and ask who they have had contact with.
Those who have already had the virus will also be asked to selfisolate.
The aim of the system is to lift blanket lockdown restrictions and
move towards more localised, targeted measures.

https://www.bbc.Response:
co.uk/news/uk-poli● David McCoy - The Guardian - After PPE and testing, contact
tics-52835982?
tracing looks like the next UK shambles. The government’s zeal
a t _ m e d i u m = c u sfor outsourcing and centralisation has compromised its corontom7&at_custom3=
avirus strategy from the outset
%40BBCBreaking&
at_custom4=53D18
C92-A0DE-11EAB
0
C
B
E0223A982C1E&at
_custom2=twitter&a
t _ c u s t o m 1 = % 5 Bpost+type%5D&at_
campaign=64
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/
commentisfree/
2020/may/28/ppetesting-contact-tracing-shambles-outs o u r c i n g - c o r o na v i r u s ?
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tm_source=Twitter&
utm_medium#Echo
box=1590683917
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Police
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Police step back from action against breaches of lockdown
edition/news/police● Police are “retreating” from lockdown enforcement and will now
step-back-from-aconly break up large gatherings.
tion-against● The National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) and Association of
breaches-of-lockPolice and Crime Commissioners (APCC) have told ministers
down-6xwc2vwb8

●

28/5

that most lockdown issues are now a “personal and moral responsibility” rather than a policing issue.
Kathryn Holloway, the Conservative Bedfordshire police and
crime commissioner and APCC spokeswoman for civil contingencies, wrote to fellow commissioners on Tuesday and said the
government had accepted that police had “retreated” to engaging, explaining and encouraging rather than enforcing the lockdown.

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Dominic Cummings
thetimes.co.uk/
● May have broken lockdown, say Durham police but faces no fure d i t i o n / n e w s / d other action overdrive to Barnard Castle
minic-cummingsmay-have-brokenResponse:
lockdown-say● Twitter - David Allen Green - Power of police to direct a person
durham-policehome is under regulation 8(3)(a): http://legislation.gov.uk/uksi/
xz5s89bz8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-52835982?
a t _ m e d i u m = c u stom7&at_custom3=
%40BBCBreaking&
at_custom4=53D18
C92-A0DE-11EAB
0
C
B
E0223A982C1E&at
_custom2=twitter&a
t _ c u s t o m 1 = % 5 Bpost+type%5D&at_
campaign=64
https://twitter.com/
davidallengreen/
s t a t u s /
1265987139327725
573

●
●

●

●

2020/350/regulation/8/made
To exercise power, police must be consider there was a breach
of 6(1) - there was no reasonable excuse
Kirsty Brimelow QC - The Regs set out that someone could
have come to him. The police do state that it is not within their
remit to consider if he breached “stay at home” guidance. The
clue might be in the title!
Not to enforce, it is not the approach that has been applied to
people up and down the country. Enforcement has been used
quickly against members of the public when it should not have
been. All FPNs require review.
Right to add that police would have had to have formed a “reasonable belief” that Mr. Cummings broke the law in order to be
able to move to enforcement (they would likely have done so if
he ignored advice). This is a higher test than “reasonable suspicion” required to arrest.

https://twitter.com/
Kirsty_Brimelow/
s t a t u s /
1266029707021123
586
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- What is the R rate?
thetimes.co.uk/
● Predicting UK coronavirus infection levels - a tiny fluctuation in
edition/news/whatrates of transmission today could have a huge affect on how
is-the-r-rate-todaylong it takes for Covid-19 to die out.
uk-predicting-coronavirus-infectionsgcjnwx3hz

28/5

https://www.bbc.- NHS
c o . u k / n e w s / Clap for Carers - the final hurrah?
uk-52818869
● Founder Annemarie Plas has said the 10th week of clapping

would be a good time for it to end and for it to instead become
an annual event.
28/5

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Global Coronavirus: Summary
guardian.com/
world/2020/may/28/
coronavirus-at-aglance-may-29?utm_term=Autofeed&
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#Ech
obox=1590681443

28/5

https://twitter.com/ Premier League to Restart
danroan/status/
● Premier League statement - Provisional restart date of June 17
1266052992844926
confirmed.
982/photo/1
● Suggests some matches will be shown live on BBC for the 1st

time, with all remaining 92 fixtures shown live via existing broadcast partners
28/5

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Houses of Commons
thetimes.co.uk/arti- Speaker Warns Traditional Voting Unsafe
cle/commons-divi● The government has insisted that MPs must return to Westminsions-would-bester in person after their two-week recess ends on Tuesday but
safety-risk-speakerin a strongly worded letter Sir Lindsay Hoyle vowed to follow
warns-khkh6hp3t

●

●

public health guidelines and said it was “not good enough” for
parliament to return without a safe way to vote.
Sir Lindsay stressed that while the temporary orders that have
allowed MPs to vote remotely have lapsed, the traditional
method of voting — which involves MPs crowding into “yes” and
“no” lobbies — would breach health guidelines.
The Commons “simply cannot conduct divisions safely”, the
Speaker warned today as he gave the government until Monday
to come up with a plan for how MPs will vote.
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https://www.bbc.- Air Travel
c o . u k / n e w s / b u s i● The newly formed cross party group of MP’s Future of Aviation
ness-52819575
Group issued the call in a letter to Transport Secretary Grant

●
●
●

67 Days Since
Lockdown Began
29/5

Shapps has said urgent government action is needed to safeguard jobs in the aviation industry and ensure its survival.
The group of 40 MPs complained of "the lack of progress" in
providing wider support for the industry.
Twitter - @KatyAustinNews
And more difficult news for airline staff this morning. #EasyJet is
to cut up to 30% of its workforce. It expects demand for air travel
to take years to recover.

Easing of Lockdown Day 17 - Friday 29th May 2020

h t t p s : / / Furlough Scheme Changes
www.michelmores.● Chancellor announces changes to the scheme
com/news-views/
● The Scheme will close to new entrants from 30 June 2020.
news/covid-19-em● From 1 August 2020, employers will be required to pay employer
p l o y m e n t - l a w - d inational insurance and pension contributions. The Government
gest-1-june-2020

●

●

●

will continue to pay wages up to the cap of £2,500 for the hours
an employee does not work.
From 1 September 2020, the Government will pay 70% of
wages up to a cap of £2,187.50 for the hours an employee does
not work. Employers will have to contribute 10% of wages, to
make up 80% in total (subject to the cap of £2,500) and employer national insurance and pension contributions.
From 1 October 2020, the Government will pay 60% of wages
up to a cap of £1,875 for the hours an employee does not work.
Employers will have to contribute 20% of wages, to make up
80% in total (subject to the cap of £2,500), as well as employer
national insurance and pension contributions.
From 1 July 2020, "flexible furloughing" will be permitted.
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https://www.gov.uk/ HMCTS operational summary for week commencing Monday 25
g u i d a n c e / h m c t s - May 2020
weekly-operationalsummary-on-courtsand-tribunals-during-coronavirusc o v i d - 1 9 outbreak#hmctsoperational-summar y - f o r - w e e k - c o mm e n c i n g m o n d a y - 11 may-2020

29/5

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Jury Trials
● One of the first socially-distanced jury trials went ‘like a Swiss
co.uk/news/sociallydistanced-jury-trialwatch’ this week, according to counsel, with lawyers sitting in the
w e n t - l i k e - c l o c kjury box and court documents quarantined for 72 hours.
w o r k - s a y s - c h a m● A three-day assault case heard at Warwick Crown Court was
bers/5104454.artiamong the first criminal trials to re-start since restrictions were
cle

eased earlier this month. To facilitate social distancing, jurors sat
on the benches usually occupied by barristers and instructing
solicitors, while lawyers sat in the jury box. Hand sanitiser was
widely available; one-way systems were in place throughout the
building; and jurors arrived at staggered times to avoid queueing.

29/5

https://www.judicia- Courts
r y. u k / a n n o u n c e- New Memorandum published detailing the response of the World’s
ments/new-memo- Commercial Courts to COVID-19
randum-published● The memorandum entitled ‘Delivering justice during the
d e t a i l i n g - t h e - r eCovid-19 pandemic and the future use of technology’ was a colsponse-of-thelaborative effort of the members of the Standing International
worlds-commercialForum of Commercial Courts (SIFoCC), providing a concise
courts-to-covid-19/

snapshot of the different ways in which justice systems have
adapted in the current circumstances, and the future implications.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Police
thetimes.co.uk/past- Fixed Penalty Notices
s i x - d a y s /
● Police issue fewer fines as lockdown eases
2020-05-29/news/
● The number of fines for lockdown breaches has plummeted in
coronavirus-policethe fortnight since restrictions were eased, with only 841 handed
issue-fewer-finesout by police in England.
as-lockdown-eases●
Between 50 and 70 fines are being issued every day, compared
xhxrdvtd8
https://news.npcc.police.uk/release s / s t a t i s t i c a l - u pdate-on-number-oflockdown-fines-given-by-police

●

with as many as 700 a day at the height of the lockdown.
A total of 16,947 fixed penalty notices, including 15,552 in England and 1,395 in Wales, were recorded by forces up to May 25,
according to provisional data released by the National Police
Chiefs’ Council (NPCC).

68 and 69 Days Easing of Lockdown Day 18 and 19 - Saturday 30th May and SunSince Lockdown day 31st May 2020
Began

31/5

h t t p s : / / w w w .- US - George Floyd Riots
thetimes.co.uk/past● Derek Chauvin was arrested on charges of murder and mans i x - d a y s /
slaughter, Mike Freeman, the Hennepin county attorney, said.
2020-05-30/news/
The investigation was continuing regarding the actions of three
george-floyd-riotsother officers who were present at the scene. They, like Mr
murder-charge-forChauvin, have already been dismissed.
white-officer-as-ri● The killing of George Floyd, 46, on Monday was followed by a
ots-spread-acrosspeaceful protest on Tuesday in Minneapolis, but the gathering
us-tkfv3cjmz

quickly turned violent, with thousands of protesters venting their
fury against the police in the nights that followed.

31/5

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Lockdown changes 1st June
thetimes.co.uk/past● Article detailing the changes, what and when
s i x - d a y s /
2020-05-31/news/
how-the-lockdownchanges-will-affectyou-36b9x53fv
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Prisons
guardian.com/soci● Prison release schemes almost impossible to deliver, says
ety/2020/may/31/
watchdog
prison-release● Exclusive: plans to release thousands in England and Wales to
schemes-close-tostem Covid-19 have so far freed fewer than 100
impossible-to-deliv● The Independent Advisory Panel on Deaths in Custody (IAPDC)
er-says-watchdogconcluded the early release schemes were “hard to understand,
coronavirus

difficult to explain and close to impossible to deliver”, following a
review of hundreds of messages sent by inmates to prison radio.

31/5

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Shifting from R to K
thetimes.co.uk/past● Since the lockdown began, the government’s emphasis has
s i x - d a y s /
been on reducing the reproduction number (R), which shows
2020-05-31/news/khow many people on average are infected by someone with the
number-pins-downvirus.
h o w - t h e - c o r o n● Now the pandemic is subsiding, attention is shifting to another
avirus-spreads-lvkmore nuanced measure that tracks the extent to which new outtrpmfv

●

31/5

breaks are caused by a few “superspreading events”.
This “k” measure captures variation in the way a disease is
spread. If the figure is close to one, as with influenza, a virus will
move relatively evenly through the population. In the case of
Covid-19, however, it is thought to be 0.1%-0.5%.

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Vulnerable allowed out for first time in 10 weeks
thetimes.co.uk/past● More than two million people who are particularly vulnerable to
s i x - d a y s /
the coronavirus have been told they can go outside for the first
2020-05-31/news/
time in 10 weeks.
vulnerable-allowed● From today, those who are “shielding” will be told they can
out-for-first-time-inspend time outdoors as long as they continue to follow social1 0 - w e e k s - g mdistancing measures.
pdx3jq7

●

●

Those judged “clinically extremely vulnerable” will be allowed out
with other members of their household. Those who live alone will
be able to meet one other person from another household outside if they stay two metres apart.
The plans will be outlined today by Robert Jenrick, the communities secretary, who will also announce that the government’s
support package for people shielding — the delivery of food or
medicines, phone calls and support from volunteers — will continue.
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Easing of Lockdown Day 20 - Monday 1st June 2020

http://www.legisla- The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England)
t i o n . g o v. u k / u k s i / (Amendment) (No. 3) Regulations 2020
2020/558/pdfs/uk● Made - 31st May 2020, laid before Parliament at 11.30 a.m. on
si_20200558_en.pd
1st June 2020
f

●
●

Coming into force - 1st June 2020
Lockdown review moved to 28 days rather than 21 days

1/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
guardian.com/poli- Schools Re-Opening
tics/live/2020/jun/
● No 10 rejects claim lockdown being eased too soon as Eng01/uk-coronavirusland's schools begin to reopen
live-englandschools-reopenlockdown-easescovid-19-latest-updates

1/6

https://bylinetimes.- How the UK Government's COVID-19 Strategy Fell Apart
com/2020/06/01/
● Alex Andreou‘s forensic analysis shows how Boris Johnson’s
the-lost-march-howadministration underestimated the speed of the Coronavirus
t h e - u k - g o v e r npandemic and have been flying blind ever since
ments-covid-19strategy-fell-apart/

1/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Global Coronavirus: Summary
guardian.com/
● A summary by The Guardian of the biggest developments in the
world/2020/jun/01/
global coronavirus outbreak
coronavirus-latestat-a-glance
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
thetimes.co.uk/
● Contact tracers hired to run the government’s crucial test and
edition/news/contrace programme have raised concerns about its state of readitact-tracers-claimness as lockdown restrictions are relaxed today.
they-have-no-work● The tracing programme, which aims to identify and isolate all
in-shambolic-systhose who have come into contact with anyone testing positive
tem-mnc75nmjs

●

●

for Covid-19, is central to the government’s efforts to prevent a
second wave of cases.
The government insisted yesterday that the system was up and
running and had encountered no problems. However, contact
tracers say the programme remains “shambolic” and unfit for
purpose.
Some of the 25,000 people hired have been waiting weeks for
login details for key parts of the system, while others are unable
to complete required training because of technical problems.

1/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- US - George Floyd
guardian.com/us● Protests across US create greatest uprising since 1968
news/live/2020/jun/
01/george-floydprotests-donaldtrump-white-housewashington-policeb r u t a l i t y - m i nneapolis-latestnews-updates?utm_term=Autofeed&
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#Ech
obox=1591022052

1/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. c o l- Police
l e g e . p o l i c e . u k / New Police Guidance
What-we-do/
● Updated to reflect 1st June changes
COVID-19/understanding-the-law/
Pages/default.aspx
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h t t p s : / / w w w. c h i l- Prisons
drenscommission- Children in custody
er.gov.uk/wp-con● Lockdown has brought with it many challenges for us all, not
tent/uploads/
least restrictions on our freedoms. But for children in custody,
2020/05/cco-chilthis time has been particularly hard, as it has curtailed even the
dren-in-custody.pdf

●
●

1/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Cancer Screening
guardian.com/soci● Almost 2.5 million Britons have not been screened, tested or
ety/2020/jun/01/miltreated for cancer because the Covid-19 pandemic has led to
lions-in-uk-miss“enormous disruption” of NHS care for the disease, experts have
cancer-screeningswarned.
t e s t s - a n d - t r e a t● More than 24,000 cases of cancer have gone undiagnosed as a
ments-due-to-covidresult of the suspension of normal services while delays in
19?utm_term=Auttreatment mean some people’s disease is now inoperable, Canofeed&CMP=twt_gu
cer Research UK (CRUK) says.
&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#
Echobox=15910188
50

71 Days Since
Lockdown Began
2/6
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very limited freedoms they once had.
Some children in custody have been spending all but 40 minutes
of the day locked in their cells during lockdown.
Children in custody have been on restricted timetables for the
past ten weeks, with establishments striving to comply with Public Health England and Government guidance on social distancing.

Easing of Lockdown Day 21 - Tuesday 2nd June 2020

Lockdown review extended to 28 days
● Previously they were reviewed every 21 days, but now that will
be extended to every 28 days.
● In a written statement to MPs the Health Secretary said: "To ensure that we are making future decisions about the lockdown at
the right time, the maximum review period will change from 21
days to 28 days.
● "This will allow decisions to align more closely with the period of
time necessary to assess the impact of previous changes on key
data feeds, including the R rate.
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK coronavirus death toll passes 50,000
guardian.com/
● The UK reached a grim milestone in its battle with coronavirus
world/2020/jun/02/
on Tuesday, as the death toll passed 50,000 for the first time,
uk-coronavirusaccording to official figures.
d e a t h - t o l l ● The tally comes 10 weeks after the nation went into lockdown
nears-50000-latestand confirms Britain’s status as one of the countries worst hit by
official-figures-show

a pandemic that has claimed about 375,000 lives globally.
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h t t p s : / / Divorce - Social distancing causes delays at regional divorce cenwww.lawgazette.- tre
co.uk/practice/so● The country’s biggest regional divorce centre in Bury St Edcial-distancingmunds ( the main centre for divorces from London and the
causes-delays-atsouth-east) is taking 20 weeks to deal with consent orders, the
regional-divorceGazette has learned.
centre/5104473.ar●
HM Courts & Tribunals Service insists the delay is temporary,
ticle

caused by social distancing measures to curb the spread of
Covid-19.

2/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- The Public Health England (PHE) review confirms that the risk of
g u a r d i a n . c o m / dying among those diagnosed with Covid-19 is higher in those in
world/2020/jun/02/ BAME groups than in white ethnic groups
key-findings-from● The PHE review into disparities in the risk and outcomes of
public-health-engCovid-19 commissioned by the Department of Health identifies
lands-report-onmajor inequalities, confirming that – contrary to the popular recovid-19-deaths

frain – we are not all in this together.

h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/ethnicminorities-facehigher-virus-deathrisk-q8zpd3gsq

2/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Prisons
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Prison Visiting Resuming
world/2020/jun/02/
● Families and friends are expected to be able to visit prisoners
p r i s o n - v i s i t s - r efrom July as part of a wider Covid-19 recovery plan for jails in
sume-july-englandEngland and Wales, which have been placed under a severely
wales-coronavirus

●

●

2/6

restrictive regime for nearly three months.
Social visits, class-based education and offender behaviour programmes could be reintroduced from next month in line with the
wider alert system for the community.
Prisoners and their visitors could be required to wear personal
protective equipment (PPE), screens may be used and physical
distancing will be required. The government has warned this will
happen sooner at some prisons than others, depending on the
layout and design of the jail.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Prison
guardian.com/soci- Suicides
ety/2020/may/28/
● Five suicides have been recorded in prisons in England and
alarm-over-five-suiWales in just six days, the Guardian understands, fuelling fears
cides-in-six-days-atthat a highly restrictive regime in place to combat the spread of
prisons-in-englandthe coronavirus is having a devastating impact on inmates.
and-wales

●

There have been 16 self-inflicted deaths recorded behind bars
since the lockdown conditions were introduced on 23 March
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Houses of Commons
thetimes.co.uk/
● MPs back Commons return despite 1km queue to vote
edition/news/jacob● Karen Bradley, chairwoman of the procedure committee, said
rees-mogg-set-tothat the current arrangements for a physical parliament are “far
force-mps-backfrom optimal”.
despite-1km-votingqueue-t3ljgzxp3

2/6

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Matt Hancock is using test figures as PR, says watchdog
thetimes.co.uk/
● Sir David Norgrove, chairman of the UK Statistics Authority,
edition/news/
says that “many of the key numbers make little sense” in the
watchdog-accusesway they are presented and that the government’s figures fail to
matt-hancock-ofexplain the epidemic or help manage the testing programme.
using-figures-as-pre x e r c i s e - w v q td9hcm

Covid Cases and Deaths
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72 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 22 - Wednesday 3rd June 2020

https://www.cps.- CPS Briefings
g o v. u k / w e s s e x / CPS uses new technology
news/uses-new● Offender jailed for three months for attempting to deliberately
technology-offendinfect police officers with COVID-19
er-jailed-three● The CPS is using new technology to deliver justice. In one of the
months-attemptingfirst trials using remote video links, a man has been sentenced
deliberately-infect

●

●

for attempting to deliberately infect police officers.
Witnesses gave evidence from their homes and from Gablecross police station in Swindon. CCTV footage was also shown
using the video links.
Matthew Brown, 32, who faced three charges of assault and one
charge of harassment was sentenced at Swindon Magistrates'
Court on 14 May.
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https://www.cps.- CPS Briefings
g o v. u k / w e s t - m i d- Successful Covid Prosecutions
lands/news/west● CPS West Midlands Magistrates’ Court unit successfully prosemidlands-successcuted 78 COVID-19-related cases over the past three months
ful-covid-19-proseincluding incidents of emergency workers and key workers being
cutions-march-mayassaulted, threatened, coughed at and spat on by people claim2020
https://www.cps.gov.uk/cps/news/
313-prosecutionsa s s a u l t s - e m e rgency-workerscompleted-firstmonth-lockdown

●
●

●

ing to have COVID-19.
313 prosecutions for assaults on emergency workers completed
in first month of lockdown
More than 300 prosecutions for assaults on emergency workers
were completed in the first month of lockdown, CPS data reveals.
The 313 attacks followed a typical pattern of police officers and
other emergency workers being coughed at and spat on by
members of the public claiming to have the virus.

3/6

National Trust
● To reopen 29 sites, gardens and parklands in England and
Northern Ireland to those holding pre-booked tickets. About a
third of the usual number of visitors will be permitted.
● Trust properties in Wales will remain closed.

3/6

https://news.npc- George Flloyd - NPCC Racism Statement
c.police.uk/releas● UK police leaders have come together and published a statees/uk-police-standment about George Floyd’s death.
w i t h - t h o s e - a p● Chief constables from forces across the country, the chair of the
palled-by-georgeNational Police Chiefs’ Council, the chief executive of the Colfloyd-death

lege of Policing and the President of the Police Superintendents'
Association have spoken following the death of George Floyd
and the events that have followed in the United States.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Public Health
guardian.com/us- George Floyd - Social Unrest
news/2020/jun/03/
● Two public health emergencies have collided in the United
protests-policeStates: the Covid-19 pandemic, and the epidemic of police vioc o v i d - 1 9 - c o r o nlence against people of color, particularly black Americans
avirus-spread?ut● As social unrest spurred by the police killing of George Floyd
m_term=Autofeed&
sweeps America, public health officials and government departC M P = t w t _ g u & u tments are grappling with the fear that demonstrators and police
m_medium&utm_risk accelerating the spread of the coronavirus, which also dissource=Twitter#Ech
proportionately affects minority communities.
obox=1591181720
https://twitter.com/i/
s t a t u s /
1268120737572966
400
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https://www.huffing- Dominic Cummings
tonpost.co.uk/entry/ Human Rights Lawyers Call For Coronavirus Fines Review In Wake
coronavirus-fines- Of Dominic Cummings Saga
review-dominic● Daniel Brooks, 49, who lives in Oban on the West Coast of Scotc
u
mland, told HuffPost UK he was handcuffed and taken to a police
mings_uk_5ed5262
station on May 2 after he and his family were discovered at a
f c 5 b 6 9 d c b c cbeach by police officers.
c067a4?ncid=oth● Human rights barrister Kirsty Brimelow told HuffPost UK Durham
e r _ t w i t t e r _Police were correct to say Cummings would have been told to
cooo9wqtham&utgo home, not fined. “Enforcement should be used as a last rem_campaign=share
sort,” she said. “However, this approach has not been applied to
_ t w i t t e r & g u ccounter=1&guce_re
people up and down the country. Undoubtedly, people will conferrer=aHR0cHM6tinue to feel that it is one rule for those in powerful positions and
Ly90LmNvL0Rmaanother for those without that cover.
U N J Z k V 2 e T k _ YW1wPTE&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAA
M F I 2 1 P a j f E X Yo L v U f g 9 r E q dI_Jt5zjvcU4nmFoM2ZcfolX10130Fp _ 4 t T n L e P N g YLY Q U 6 i N S e T V nA a K g 5 m G E t E aC y 4 r e B I 4 H Td7IR8HSmlzpOpE y j Z C I 0 q j o 3 X n eZ O G 9 n s x zV 1 7 C b hmjua5F5h1ei1RukTeu_kvwVcQpH4hXJs
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h t t p s : / / y o u . 3 8 d e- The Adoption and Children (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulagrees.org.uk/peti- tions 2020.
tions/defend-chil● On 24 April 2020, Statutory Instrument 445* removed and weakdren-s-rights-inened legal protections from children in care (and children who
care-withdrawcould come into care) in England.
s t a t u t o r y - i n s t r u● There was no public consultation or Parliamentary debate. The
ment-445-2?
changes were brought in overnight.
share=4f7874aa-37
● Councils in England are now allowed to reduce social worker
63-4943-ab4dvisits to children in care (which can be by phone, video or other
dd33cc1fc84a&sour
electronic means). Even a six-weekly telephone call is no longer
ce=rawlink&utm_mandatory.
source=rawlink&sha
re=25ee36dd-28d6● The duty to have an independent six-monthly review for each
4061-97ae-4057fea
child has been removed.
8f8c2
● These changes weaken vital safeguards for vulnerable children

built up over 70 years. The government says the changes are

https://twitter.com/
temporary until 25 September 2020 “unless extended”.
h a s h t a g / S c r a pS I 4 4 5 ? s r c = h a s hResponse:
tag_click
h t t p s : / / w w w. c h i ldrenscommissione r . g o v . u k /
2020/04/30/statement-on-changesto-regulations-affecting-childrenssocial-care/

3/6

●
●

Campaign Just for Kids Law #ScrapSI445
Children's Commissioner for England, Anne Longfield - I do not
believe that the changes made in these regulations are necessary– except perhaps for some clarifications (in guidance) about
contact with children taking place remotely during the lockdown.

https://www.gov.uk/ Ministry of Justice - Specialist Youth Degree
government/news/
● The £4.9 million scheme will see each officer working in youth
specialist-youthcustody become a Youth Justice Specialist after completing dejustice-degree-forgree-level training. Specialist Youth Justice degree for all officers
all-officers-workingworking with children
with-children

●

Prison officers are being taught specialist skills to support their
vital work with children who are in custody having committed
serious offence
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
guardian.com/edu- University Education
cation/2020/jun/03/
● UK universities plan to create ‘social bubbles’ when campuses
uk-universities-crereopen
ate-social-bubbles● Students will live and study with others on their course or year to
campus-reopenreduce coronavirus risk
s t u d e n t s - c o r o n●
Liz Barnes, the vice-chancellor of Staffordshire University, said
a v i r u s ?
the bubbles would allow students to access campus facilities
u t m _ t e r m = A u twhile restricting the number of people they interact with. “It apofeed&CMP=twt_gu
plies wherever they are on a campus,” she said.
&utm_medium&ut● University leaders are anxious to assure prospective students
m_source=Twitter#
Echobox=15911787
that they will not receive an inferior education, amid fears of a
99
potential £760m shortfall in funding if an estimated one in five

students defer over coronavirus uncertainty.
3/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Prime Minister Question Time
guardian.com/poli● Boris Johnson takes PMQs after Keir Starmer accuses him of
tics/live/2020/jun/
'winging it' on lockdown easing
03/uk-coronavirus● Keir Starmer warns PM: get a grip or risk second wave of coronlive-keir-starmeravirus
boris-johnson-lock● Decade of progress in tackling pupil disadvantage ‘wiped out’
down-easing-pmqscovid-19-latest-updates-news?
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tm_source=Twitter&
utm_medium#Echo
box=1591177824
h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Magistrates Courts
co.uk/practice/mag● Magistrates deal with 13 cases on first day of 'block listing'
istrates-deal● Firms involved in the pilot will have their cases heard in one go,
with-13-cases-onminimising the number of people in court.
first-day-of-block● Testing began last Friday, when the Kent branch of Tuckers had
listing/5104482.arti13 cases heard at Medway Magistrates’ Court.
cle
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Police FPN
guardian.com/uk- Met police twice as likely to fine black people over lockdown
news/2020/jun/03/ breaches
met-police-twice-as● The Met issued 973 fines between 27 March 2and 14 May.
likely-to-fine-blackWhite people, who make up 59% of London’s population, repeople-over-lockceived 444 fines, or 46% of the total; black people, who make up
down-breaches-re12% of London’s population, received 253 fines, or 26%. Asian
search

people, who make up 18% of London’s population, received
23% of the fines.
Analysis for the Guardian by Dr Krisztián Pósch, a lecturer in
crime science at University College London

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e●
guardian.com/
world/2020/jun/02/
calls-mount-for-public-inquiry-into-uk- Response:
bame-covid-19● Ministers are under pressure to hold a public inquiry after an ofdeath-rate
ficial report confirmed that people from black, Asian and minority

●

3/6

ethnic groups are dying disproportionately from Covid-19.
Political leaders, medical groups and trade unions voiced deep
frustration and anger after the government failed to set out any
concrete steps to end the ongoing “scandal”.

http://www.prisonre- Prisons
f o r m t r u s t . o r g . u k / Lord Chancellors and Sec of State for Justice Letter
P o r t a l s / 0 / D o c u● Letter from Lord Chancellor & Secretary of State for Justice to
ments/Letters/
Howard Penal Reform and Prison Reform Trust on next phase
Lord%20Chancel● No early release for locked-down inmates
lor%20letter%20to
● Prisoners have spent more time in solitary confinement thanks
%20HL%20and%20
to Covid-19 but governors say it can’t go on much longer
PRT%2001062020.
pdf
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/artic l e / n o - e a r l y - r elease-for-lockedd
o
w
n
inmates-7rx3xbz9h
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https://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/
article-8381847/
Now-know-coronavirus-not-randomkiller-one-size-fitslockdown-comeend.html

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Test and Trace
edition/news/new● The NHS test-and-trace system is failing to trace the contacts of
figures-cast-doubtat least 60 percent of people who test positive for coronavirus,
on-coronavirus-testnew figures suggest.
and-trace-successrate-x6ggs8kp9

3/6

https://www.bbc.- Social Distancing
c o . u k / n e w s / George Floyd death: Thousands join London protest
uk-52907101
● Demonstrators gathered in London's Hyde Park for the protest

●

●

73 Days Since
Lockdown Began
4/6

organised by campaign group Black Lives Matter, before marching south through the city.
Organisers in the UK asked people to spread their arms out to
maintain a two-metre distance from each other and were seen
handing out gloves, as crowds chanted "the UK is not innocent".
Protesters marched to Victoria Station, where they hung a sign
reading "justice for Belly Mujinga" - referring to a railway worker
who died with Covid-19 after being spat at while at work. They
then continued towards Westminster.

Easing of Lockdown Day 23 - Thursday 4th June 2020

McDonald’s
● All 1,019 outlets across the UK will be open for delivery or drivethrough.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Face Coverings
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Compulsory on public transport in England
edition/news/face● New rules intended to avert second wave of coronavirus
coverings-to-be● Grant Shapps, the transport secretary, said today that all pascompulsory-on-uksengers using trains, trams, ferries, aircraft and buses in Engpublic-transportland would be required to cover their mouth and nose from June
m92tgzcwv
https://twitter.com/
sturdyAlex/status/
1268597679128535
040

●

15.
Clinical facemasks will not be mandated to avoid the risk of
shortages for NHS and care workers, with passengers instead
told to use a scarf or homemade covering. There will be exemptions for older people, young children and those with breathing
difficulties. Staff will also wear coverings at all times.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eg u a r d i a n . c o m / Response:
world/2020/jun/04/
● Fewer than four in 10 cover face on UK public transport –
fewer-than-fourGuardian survey
in-10-people-in-uk● Twitter - David Allen green Retweeted Alex Andreou - 4 March:
wear-a-face-coverFace masks do nothing. Don’t wear them. 17 April: Face masks
ing-guardian-survey?utm_term=Autdo more harm than good. 11 May: Wearing face masks is an
ofeed&CMP=twt_gu
added precaution. 4 June: Face masks compulsory. “Why
&utm_medium&utwouldn’t you want to do the right thing?” NB The ‘science’ on
m_source=Twitter#
masks has NOT changed one iota.
Echobox=15912955
96
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Coronavirus Deaths
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / UK declares more in one day than EU states combined
edition/news/uk● The number of people reported dying of coronavirus in the UK
declares-moreexceeds that in all of the EU countries combined, according to
deaths-in-one-daythe latest mortality figures.
than-all-eu-coun● In the most recent daily toll, 359 people were reported dead in
tries-combined-6sthe UK. According to the most recently reported figures elsef7bbcrs

where, that compares to 345 in the 27 EU countries. However,
statisticians have cautioned that we should be careful in interpreting those figures

4/6

h t t p s : / / w w w .- 14 Days Quarantine
thetimes.co.uk/
● Leading scientists warned last night that the two-week foreign
edition/news/coronquarantine plans made “no sense” as Downing Street’s own
avirus-scientists-hitchief scientific adviser distanced himself from the policy.
out-at-plans-for● The government’s Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies
quarantine-02x9s2v
(Sage) was not consulted on the decision to make all arrivals in
hh

●

Britain self-isolate for two weeks.
There is frustration among some members that introducing the
restrictions on Monday is “not following the science”.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Contact Tracing
guardian.com/soci- Not Expected to Work until September
ety/2020/jun/04/
● The NHS coronavirus test-and-trace system designed to prevent
nhs-track-anda second deadly wave is not expected to work at full speed until
trace-system-notSeptember or October, the Guardian has learned.
expected-to-be-op● Tony Prestedge, the chief operating officer of the NHS scheme,
erating-fully-untiladmitted in a webinar to staff that the programme would be “imseptember-coronperfect” at launch, adding that he hoped it would be operational
avirus

●

at a world-class level within three to four months.
It comes as a leaked email from the chief executive of Serco –
one of the main companies contracted to deliver the service –
revealed how he doubted the scheme would evolve smoothly
but said he wanted it to “cement the position of the private sector” in the NHS supply chain.
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https://beta.lawso- The Law Society - Safe return to the office: Toolkit for firms
ciety.org.uk/topics/
coronavirus/safereturn-to-the-officetoolkit-for-firms

4/6

https://twitter.com/ Prisons
legalhackette/stat
u
s
/ Ministry of Justice - Covid in Prisons
1268595024767397 Catherine Baksi @legalhackette
889

As of 5pm on 3rd June:
● 479 prisoners have tested positive for COVID-19 across 79 prisons
● 944 prison staff have tested positive across 105 prisons 26 Prisoner Escort and Custody Services staff have tested positive

137

74 Days Since
Lockdown Began
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Easing of Lockdown Day 24 - Friday 5th June 2020

https://www.gov.uk/ HMCTS operational summary for week commencing Monday 8
g u i d a n c e / h m c t s - June 2020
weekly-operationalsummary-on-courtsand-tribunals-during-coronavirusc o v i d - 1 9 outbreak#hmctsoperational-summar y - f o r - w e e k - c o mm e n c i n g m o n d a y - 11 may-2020

Covid Deaths
● 40,261 people have died with coronavirus in the UK

●
5/6

h t t p s : / / p a s s l e - Updated Emergency Laws Guide to add in the 1 June 2020 amendn e t . s 3 . a m a z o na w s . c o m / P a s s l e / ments to the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England)
5b3f2cb9780ebf041 Regulations 2020 Guide to Coronavirus Offences
0d034b3/MediaLibrary/Document/
2020-06-05-15-31-5
4-810-CoronavirusOffencesJunev4.p
df
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https://twitter.com/ Prisons
TheHowardLeague/ Prisoners in England and Wales
s t a t u s /
● The Howard League @TheHowardLeague
1268841114913701
● There are 79,812 men, women and children in prison in England
889

and Wales. There are 146 fewer people in prison than there
were a week ago and 2,534 fewer than this time last year.

5/6

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Civil Trials in Manchester to Resume
co.uk/news/civil● HM Courts & Tribunals Service will open seven courts at the
t r i a l s - i n - m a nManchester Civil Justice Centre, with three dedicated to civil
chester-to-resumehearings and four to family from 15 June.
as-backlog-mounts/
● In detailed guidance issued ahead of the re-opening, Greater
5104521.article#.Xt
Manchester designated judge His Honour Judge Bird said that
oT6AfFjGk.twitter

●
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BAME
guardian.com/us- Covid Deaths
news/2020/jun/05/
● UK's minority ethnic MPs views about Covid-19 death toll
reeks-of-hypocrisy● Lack of response to BAME Covid-19 toll risks fuelling tensions,
what-uks-minoritysay MPs
ethnic-mps-say● The Guardian attempted to contact more than 40 BAME MPs
about-covid-19and peers, including every BAME Conservative MP.
death-toll

●

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/politics/2020/jun/05/
lack-of-response-tobame-covid-19-tollrisks-fuelling-tensions-say-mps

5/6

by the middle of May the backlog stood at 511 small claims trials, 200 fast track trials, 25 multi-track trials and 311 possession
claims.
Between mid-May and 28 August, a further 752 fast-track trials
and 50 multi-track trials were listed, with a further 256 claims
awaiting allocation to track.

●

None of the Tories agreed to speak about the Public Health England (PHE) review.
The 13 Labour MPs who responded expressed concern that its
lack of an action plan added to BAME people’s frustrations at a
time of protests against racism, prompted by the US police
killing of George Floyd.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Tenant eviction ban extended in UK by two months
guardian.com/soci● The government has extended its ban on evictions by a further
ety/2020/jun/05/
two months, prolonging the breathing space for thousands of
e v i c t i o n - b a n - e xtenants who have struggled to pay the rent during lockdown.
tended-in-uk-by● “Eviction hearings will not be heard in courts until the end of Aufurther-two-months

gust and no one will be evicted from their home this summer due
to coronavirus,” the housing secretary, Robert Jenrick, tweeted
on Friday evening.
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https://news.sky.- Face Coverings
c o m / s t o r y / c o r o n● All hospital visitors and outpatients will have to wear face coveravirus-health-secreings
tary-matt-hancockleads-governmentbriefing-as-ukd e a t h s pass-40-000-12001
191
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h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Virtual justice is working - but should not become permanent
co.uk/practice/virtu● Lawyers forced to litigate through remote hearings say they are
al-justice-is-worksatisfied with the experience – but most still want to return to the
ing-but-should-notphysical courtroom, according to the first official assessment of
become-permanent/
the emergency arrangements.
5104530.article

●

●
●
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The ‘rapid review’, by a team headed by Dr Natalie Byrom of the
Legal Education Foundation and published today by the Civil
Justice Council, examined the impact of 'significant and rapid'
changes introduced in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. It attracted an ‘exceptional’ response. Overall 71.5% of lawyers responding described their experience as positive or very positive
This was despite almost half of them experiencing technical
problems.
Positive feedback included the ability to see the judge’s reaction
and overwhelming confidence that the judge had understood the
arguments presented.

https://news.sky.- Coronavirus-related deaths of 91 NHS workers could be investic o m / s t o r y / c o r o n- gated
avirus-related● The deaths of more than 90 health and care workers could be
deaths-of-91-nhsinvestigated by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE), Sky
workers-could-beNews has learned.
investigated-12000
● The HSE has received a growing number of reports of work937

●

place deaths related to COVID-19.
The reports have been formally submitted under RIDDOR, the
"Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences".

75 and 76 Days Easing of Lockdown Day 25 and 26 - Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th
Since Lockdown June 2020
Began
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- George Floyd protest: Britons marched, united, against a virus
thetimes.co.uk/past- greater than Covid
s i x - d a y s /
● Anti-racism protests in solidarity with the Black Lives Matter
2020-06-06/news/
movement took place in London, Manchester, Newcastle,
protests-britainSheffield, Glasgow and Cardiff. But it was the bronze figure of
defy-coronavirusMandela, motionless in mid-oratory, that acted as a magnet for
w a r n i n g s - t o - s u ppeople to take turns to speak.
port-black-lives● The London event began in Parliament Square, with protesters
m a t t e r bending one knee and observing a minute’s silence before
movement-222tq9bmarching across the capital chanting, “No justice, no peace”, “I
tr

●

●

can’t breathe” and “Black lives matter”. Some carried placards
that alluded to the coronavirus, including one that said: “There is
a virus greater than Covid-19 and it’s called racism.”
After a government-commissioned report published earlier this
week by Public Health England revealed the disproportionate
effects of Covid-19 on BAME people, one of the world’s top
health experts at the Imperial College London took the opportunity to warn that the outrage over George Floyd’s death might be
fuelled by how black communities have been more severely affected by the pandemic.
As the rally began, one organiser had used a megaphone to tell
the crowds: “We are not here for violence. Today is sheer positivity, today is sheer love.”

https://www.gov.uk/ Rough Sleepers
government/news/ Charities to benefit from support for rough sleepers during pancharities-to-benefit- demic
from-support-for● Over 130 charities are set to benefit from £6 million of governrough-sleepers-durment funding to allow them to continue their work supporting
ing-pandemic

●

rough sleepers during the pandemic.
Charities supporting vulnerable rough sleepers will be able to
continue their vital work, backed by £6 million of government
funding, Homelessness Minister Luke Hall has announced today.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BAME
g u a r d i a n . c o m / BAME and single-parent families worst hit financially by Covid-19
world/2020/jun/07/
● Single parents and workers from black, Asian and minority ethbame-and-singlenic groups have experienced the hardest economic shocks as a
parent-familiesresult of the Covid-19 crisis, new analysis reveals.
worst-hit-financially● Research by the Institute for Social and Economic Research at
by-covid-19

●

●

●

●

●
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the University of Essex confirms that the earnings of households
across the UK have fallen, with lowest earners suffering disproportionately.
Approaching half – 44% - of non-BAME individuals whose working hours have declined during the crisis have been furloughed,
while 7% have found themselves unemployed.
By contrast, only 31% of BAME workers who have experienced
a drop in the hours they are working have been furloughed,
while more than 20% have lost their jobs.
BAME household earnings have fallen from an average £441 a
week to £404 over the course of the crisis. Non-BAME groups
saw their average weekly earnings fall from £547 to £503.
Across the UK population as a whole, the highest 20% of earners saw their average earnings fall by £48 a week, from £832 in
February to £784 in April.
Those in the lowest income bracket saw their weekly earnings
fall £43 over the same period, from an average of £297 to £254.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Health experts on the psychological cost of Covid-19
guardian.com/
● In Britain, 37,000 people have lost their lives to the Covid-19
world/2020/jun/07/
virus, while 267,000 have experienced and survived the terrible
health-experts-onuncertainty of infection. As a fragile normality slowly returns,
the-psychologicalmany mental health experts are asking the inevitable questions:
cost-of-covid-19

what will be the long-term emotional and psychological cost of
such a sudden and seismic disruption of our way of life
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Care Homes
guardian.com/soci- More than half of England’s coronavirus-related deaths will be
e t y / 2 0 2 0 / j u n / 0 7 / people from care homes
more-than-half-of● Care home residents are on course to make up more than half
e n g l a n d s - c o r o nthe deaths caused directly or indirectly by the coronavirus crisis
avirus-relatedin England, according to a new analysis.
deaths-will-be-peo●
The study warns that the death toll by the end of June from
ple-from-careCovid-19 infections and other excess deaths is “likely to aphomes

●

7/6

proach 59,000 across the entire English population, of which
about 34,000 (57%) will have been care home residents”.
The estimate, produced by the major healthcare business consultancy LaingBuisson, includes people who list a care home as
their primary residence, wherever they died – including those
who died in hospital.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Black Lives Matter
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Protests risk spreading Covid-19, says Hancock
world/2020/jun/07/
● The UK health secretary has said there is undoubtedly a risk
black-lives-matterthere will be an increase in coronavirus cases following the
protests-riskBlack Lives Matter protests this weekend, while denying Britain
spreading-covid19is a racist country.
says-matt-hancock?
●
Matt Hancock repeated his calls for people not to attend protests
u t m _ t e r m = A u tif physical distancing cannot be observed, as further demonstraofeed&CMP=twt_gu
tions were planned for Sunday.
&utm_medium&ut●
He said about one in 1,000 people have the virus so when
m_source=Twitter#
groups of thousands come together that risks spreading the disEchobox=15915245
69
ease, which could then risk lives.

●

77 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Asked whether he thought the UK was a racist country, Hancock
insisted it was not. He said: “I don’t, but I do think there’s injustice that needs to be tackled and I’ve spent my political life fighting for equality

Easing of Lockdown Day 27 - Monday 8th June 2020
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https://twitter.com/ Social Distancing
AdamWagner1/sta- Black Lives Matter Protests
t
u
s
/
1269731346232086
534

●

●

●

Adam Wagner - Leaving aside the criticism here of protesters, it is actually unlawful under lockdown regulations to gather in groups of more
than 6 except in a limited number of scenarios which don't mention
peaceful protest or social distancing. Quite extraordinary for the PM to
tweet this...
Boris Johnson #StayAlert - People have a right to protest peacefully &
while observing social distancing but they have no right to attack the
police. These demonstrations have been subverted by thuggery - and
they are a betrayal of the cause they purport to serve. Those responsible will be held to account.
Adam Wagner - It would be quite something if a police officer attempted to give a fixed penalty notice to a protester or a person was prosecuted for gathering without a "reasonable excuse" under regulation 9
when the PRIME MINISTER HIMSELF has said that people have a
right to protest
-

8/6

Dentists
● Dental practices in England will be allowed to reopen.
● Face-to-face care can resume but practices will need to have
infection prevention and control requirements in place, as well
as personal protective equipment.
● Patients with urgent needs and those from vulnerable groups will
be prioritised in the early days.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK arrivals - Quarantine for 14 days
guardian.com/
● People arriving in the UK must self-isolate for 14 days. Travworld/2020/jun/08/
ellers must tell the government where they will be in quarantine,
first-arrivals-underwith enforcement through random spot checks and £1,000 fines.
uk-quarantine-rules● All international arrivals into the UK, including returning British
coronavirus
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/
world/2020/jun/02/
how-will-the-uknew-14-day-coronavirus-quarantinework

●

●

residents, will be required to self-isolate for 14 days.
They will be required to fill in a contact locator form with contact
and travel information so they can be reached if they, or someone they may have been in contact with, develops coronavirus.
The exemptions list includes road haulage workers, a registered
health or care professional travelling to the UK to provide essential healthcare and Eurotunnel drivers.

Response:
● First arrivals under UK quarantine rules: 'They didn't even check
my temperature'

8/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK airlines launch legal battle over Covid-19 quarantine ruling
guardian.com/busi● Britain’s three biggest airlines have started legal proceedings
ness/2020/jun/07/
against the government in a bid to overturn quarantine rules due
ba-launches-legalto take effect in the UK from Monday.
battle-over● BA’s owner, IAG, along with Ryanair and EasyJet, have sent a
c o v i d - 1 9 - q u a r a npre-action protocol letter setting out why they believe the moves,
tine-ruling

which will force air passengers arriving from abroad to self-isolate for 14 days, are illogical and unfair.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- UK reports lowest daily deaths since March
guardian.com/
● A further 59 people have died in hospital in England after testing
world/live/2020/jun/
positive for coronavirus, bringing the total to 27,490.
08/uk-coronavirus● The patients were aged between 34 and 100, with three aged
live-latest-updatesbetween 54 and 68 known to have had underlying health condicovid-19

●
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- NHS
thetimes.co.uk/
●
edition/news/coron●
avirus-can-spreadthrough-hospital●
ward-in-ten-hoursnhhw6bnjs

●

●

tions.
No deaths were reported in London hospitals for the second day
in a row but NHS England said a “small number” of people had
died and these would be included in figures in the next few days.

Coronavirus can spread through hospital ward in ten hours
Coronavirus can spread through a hospital ward in ten hours
and linger for at least five days, a study has found.
Researchers from University College London and Great Ormond
Street Hospital left a millilitre of water containing a section of
DNA from a virus which cannot infect humans on a hospital bed
in an isolation room, which is used for higher-risk or infected patients.
After ten hours it was detected in 41 per cent of samples taken
across the hospital ward, including bed rails, door handles, arm
rests in a waiting room and children’s toys and books.
After three days this had risen to 59 percent of sites and the
virus was still present after five days, by which time it was detected at 41 percent of sites.
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h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- More courts reopen this week for socially-distanced business.
co.uk/news/more● HM Courts & Tribunals Service is reopening another 16 courts
courts-reopen-thisthis week after they were assessed to be suitable to hold socialweek-for-sociallyly-distanced hearings.
distanced-business/
● Lord chancellor Robert Buckland QC said the latest develop5104554.article

●
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h t t p s : / / Government refusing to disclose civil case backlog, says Bar
www.lawgazette.- Council
c o . u k / n e w s / g o v● The government is refusing to hand over data about an expecternment-refusinged backlog of civil cases, according to the Bar Council, which
to-disclose-civilsaid the figures are likely to make 'uncomfortable reading'.
case-backlog-says● Amanda Pinto QC, chair of the Bar Council, told barristers she
bar-council/
had been ‘fobbed off’ by the government after repeatedly asking
5104549.article#.Xt
for listing data.
4NidL3S2c.twitter

78 Days Since
Lockdown Began
9/6

ment will give people confidence justice can continue to be done
safely
The 16 courts are: Romford Magistrates’ Court, Barnet Civil and
Family Centre, Derby Combined Court, Chesterfield Justice
Centre, Mansfield Magistrates and County Court, Bolton Combined Court (Crown only), Southend County Court, Horsham
Law Courts, Canterbury Combined Court, Aylesbury Crown
Court, Portsmouth Magistrates’ Court, Salisbury Law Courts,
Swindon Magistrates’ Court, Newport Crown Court, Merthyr Tydfil Combined Court, and Llandudno Magistrates’ Court.

Easing of Lockdown Day 28 - Tuesday 9th June 2020

https://www.gov.uk/ Retail
government/news/
● All non-essential retail shops to reopen in England from Monday
thousands-of-high15 June, provided they follow government guidelines to keep
s t r e e t - s h o p s - d estaff and customers as safe as possible
partment-stores● High street retailers and department stores, including book
and-shopping-censhops, electronics retailers, tailors, auction houses, photography
tres-to-reopen-safestudios, indoor markets, and shops selling clothes, shoes and
ly-in-england

●

toys, will be allowed to open their doors again provided they follow the COVID-19 secure guidelines set out by the government
in May.
Businesses should display a downloadable notice to inform customers and staff they have followed COVID-secure guidance
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https://www.gov.uk/ London’s COVID-19 Transition Board meets for the first time
government/news/
● The Board will provide strategic direction for the next phase of
london-s-covid-19the response to COVID-19 as London begins to reopen its
transition-boardeconomy while still controlling the virus.
meets-for-the-first● The London Transition Board, to coordinate London’s transition
time

●
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https://www.gov.uk/ Furlough Scheme - Parents returning to work after extended leave
government/news/ eligible
parents-returning● People on paternity and maternity leave who return to work in
t o - w o r k - a f t e r - e xthe coming months will be eligible for the government’s furlough
tended-leave-eligischeme, HM Treasury announced today.
ble-for-furlough

●

9/6

from lockdown to recovery from Covid-19, met for the first time
today (9 June 2020) - jointly chaired by the Secretary of State for
Housing, Communities and Local Government and the Mayor of
London.
The Board, made up of senior leaders from across the capital
working with central government, will provide strategic direction
for the next phase of the response to COVID-19 as London begins to reopen its economy while still controlling the virus.

However, the government today confirmed that parents on statutory maternity and paternity leave who return to work in the coming months after a long period of absence will be permitted to be
furloughed

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Courts must double capacity to stay afloat, warns criminal bar
co.uk/news/courts● The criminal court system will need to run at more than twice its
must-double-capacnormal capacity over the next three years to deal with the coroity-to-stay-afloatnavirus backlog and workload created by a growing police force,
warns-criminal-bar/
the Criminal Bar Association has predicted.
5104564.article

●

●

●

Citing figures from the Institute for Government, the CBA said if
there are 20,000 more police officers by 2023 – as currently
planned – the criminal justice system will have to deal with
66,000 more cases per year, a 16% increase.
Combined with an expected build up of cases as a result of the
pandemic, courts will have to run at 125% of 2019/20 levels for
the next three years to keep on top of the workload, the CBA
said.
In her weekly message to members, chair of the CBA Caroline
Goodwin QC writes that lawyers face a ‘toxic scenario’ where
‘the strain on the court system as we know it is going to literally
cripple us and unless something is done it is only going to get
worse’.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Education
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Childhood is ‘being furloughed’ by failure to reopen schools
edition/news/coron● The government has been accused of “furloughing childhood”
avirus-childhood-isafter announcing it was scrapping plans to get all primary pupils
being-furloughedin England back to school before the summer holidays.
b y - f a i l u r e - t o - r e● Anne Longfield, the children’s commissioner for England, said
open-schoolsthe economy was being prioritised over education and she was
x83v83kfl

“incredibly concerned” that shops, theme parks and restaurants
would be open before children were back in school.

h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/educa- Education has come a poor third in the coronavirus crisis
tion-has-come-a● Schools closed on March 20 and Sats, GCSEs and A levels
poor-third-in-thewere cancelled. However education has had precious little attencoronavirus-crisistion at the top table since
s2lt5n6cl
● Gavin Williamson, a relatively young and inexperienced educa-

tion secretary, has been left alone to battle the teaching unions

https://www.gov.uk/
and persuade parents that it is safe to reopen primaries, with
government/news/
mixed results.
study-launched-tomonitor-prevalenceo f - c o v i d - 1 9 - i n - Study launched to monitor prevalence of COVID-19 in schools
● Teachers and pupils to be voluntarily swab tested as part of new
schools

●

●

●

●

COVID-19 surveillance study
A new voluntary COVID-19 study to assess and monitor the
prevalence of COVID-19 among pre-school, primary and secondary school pupils and teachers has been launched by the
government.
Public Health England’s (PHE) study will add to data on antibody
and virus prevalence already being collected through national
surveillance programmes and other nationwide studies, which
report weekly.
The initial phase will collect data from up to 100 schools from
across England, including 15 schools in London, with results
available over the summer. We are targeting around 200 staff
and children at each school.
Data will be fed back to inform a potential second phase study in
September.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Black Lives Matter Protest
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Home Secretary’s Firm Conversation with Avon and Somerset
edition/news/black- Chief Constable
l i v e s - m a t t e r - c o l● Priti Patel has told a police chief that he must uphold the law afston-statue-thugster his officers failed to stop anti-racism protesters from toppling
must-face-justicethe statue of a slave trader and throwing it into a harbour.
priti-patel-tells-po●
The home secretary had a “firm” conversation yesterday with
lice-gftrcvj6f
https://twitter.com/
BarristerSecret/stat
u
s
/
1270258996620824
576

●

Andy Marsh, the chief constable of Avon and Somerset, and
demanded an explanation for what had happened in Bristol on
Sunday. She made clear that she expected those who pulled the
statue down to face criminal prosecution. There have been no
arrests so far.
Her intervention came after the statue of Edward Colston, who
made a fortune from the slave trade in the 17th century, was
thrown into the city’s harbour during a Black Lives Matter
protest.

Response:
● The Secret Barrister @BarristerSecret - Another day, another
story demonstrating that the Home Secretary doesn’t understand the basics of criminal law.
● It is not for politicians to dictate that individuals “face criminal
prosecution”. A decision to prosecute is taken independently by
the CPS or police.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / App ready in weeks
edition/news/coron● The NHS smartphone app designed to track and reduce the
avirus-contact-tracspread of Covid-19 will be ready for launch in time for the next
ing-app-is-nearlylifting of lockdown restrictions at the start of next month.
ready-xhmg0s7dh

●

●
●
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Whitehall sources suggested that an upgrade on the one used
on the Isle of Wight was nearly done and would be finished in
time to be rolled out nationally within a fortnight.
Decision on when to launch rested with ministers and that no
final decision on timings had been taken.
The app had been due to launch as part of the wider test and
trace system that went live at the end of last month. It was delayed because developers needed to update the software to
take into account feedback from the trial and changes to the
government’s advice around coronavirus symptoms.

https://www.gov.uk/ Care Homes
government/news/ Whole home testing rolled out to all care homes in England
whole-home-test● The government is extending whole care home testing to all
ing-rolled-out-to-alladult care homes to continue providing support for the sector
care-homes-in-engand to tackle the further spread of the virus in social care the
land

●

79 Days Since
Lockdown Began

government has set up a new taskforce, with representatives
from across government and the care sector.
The new taskforce will help oversee the implementation of the
government’s social care action plan and care home support
package to help end transmission in the community and advise
on a plan to support the sector through the next year.

Easing of Lockdown Day 29 - Wednesday 10th June 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Prime Minister Announcement
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Support Bubbles
world/2020/jun/10/
● 'Support bubble' plan lets people living alone in England comsupport-bubblebine households
plan-lets-single● Boris Johnson announced easing of restrictions for single parparents-in-englandents and people living alone
c o m b i n e - h o u s e●
About 11 million people living alone or as single parents will be
holds
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/polit i c s / 2 0 2 0 / j u n / 11 /
support-bubbleswhat-is-new-policyin-england-andhow-does-it-work

10/6

●

●

allowed to combine with another household to form a “support
bubble” in England.
The prime minister announced the new easing of social restrictions at his daily press conference in a move to alleviate loneliness among adults struggling on their own.
The guidelines will apply from midnight on Saturday, meaning
some grandparents will be able to hug their grandchildren for the
first time and some couples can be reunited

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Education
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / 700,000 children ‘doing no school work’
edition/news/coron● Robert Halfon, chairman of the education select committee, told
avirus-700-000the Commons that about 700,000 disadvantaged children were
children-doing-nonot doing homework and did not have proper access to computschool-workers or the internet.
qprsc9z23

●

He asked Gavin Williamson, the education secretary: “Why is
that we can turn a blind eye to thousands of demonstrators and
campaign for pubs and garden centres to reopen yet it is so hard
to reopen our schools?”
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Retail
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / All shops can reopen from Monday if ‘Covid-secure’
edition/news/coron● At the daily Downing Street press conference yesterday, Alok
avirus-all-shopsSharma, the business secretary, confirmed that from June 15
can-reopen-fromnon-essential retailers, such as clothes stores and bookshops,
monday-if-covidwould be able to welcome customers for the first time since
secure-j88z982kj

●
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March 23 — but only if they had made their premises “Covid-secure”.
Mr Sharma said that other businesses, including pubs, restaurants, hairdressers and gyms, would remain shut until July 4 at
the earliest. The announcement appeared to remove the idea
that pubs with beer gardens would be allowed to open on June
22.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS
guardian.com/soci- Cancer Delays
e t y / 2 0 2 0 / j u n / 0 9 / Man 'fighting for life' after Covid-19 crisis delays NHS cancer scan
man-fighting-for-life● Suspension of many NHS services meant Sherwin Hall, 27, only
after-covid-19-crihad scan last week
sis-delays-nhs-can● The scan revealed Hall had a tumour measuring 14cm in his
cer-scan
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/society/2020/jun/10/
nhs-hospital-waiting-lists-couldhit-10-million-inengland-this-year

●

pelvis and 30 small tumours in his lungs, which he believes developed during the time he could not get a scan. Doctors say the
27-year-old delivery driver’s cancer is particularly aggressive
and fast-growing.
The scan revealed Hall had a tumour measuring 14cm in his
pelvis and 30 small tumours in his lungs, which he believes developed during the time he could not get a scan. Doctors say the
27-year-old delivery driver’s cancer is particularly aggressive
and fast-growing.

NHS hospital waiting lists could hit 10 million in England this year
● Officials say coronavirus has caused treatment backlog and
health workers are exhausted
● However, the NHS Confederation estimates that it is likely to
reach 9.8 million by the end of the year as a result of staff shortages and hospitals having to cap the number of patients they
can treat at any one time because of strict physical distancing
rules that reduce the number of beds available.

10/6

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Covid 19 Immunity - ‘Are you immune?’ The new class system that
guardian.com/us- could shape the Covid-19 world
news/2020/jun/10/
● Experts suspect – but there is no proof – that antibodies will conare-you-immunefer immunity. The implications could be wide-ranging
the-new-class-system-that-couldshape-the-covid-19world
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https://news.sky.- Lockdown - Public loses faith as the road map out of lockdown is
c o m / s t o r y / c o r o n- constantly redrawn
avirus-public-losesfaith-as-the-roadm a p - o u t - o f - l o c kdown-is-constantlyredrawn-12003845

10/6

https://twitter.com/ NPCC - The #SilentSolutions service
PoliceChiefs/status/
● There may come a time when you need to call 999 but talking
1270430514122567
may put you in more danger.
683
● If you can't talk, you can still #MakeYourselfHeard. The #Silent-

Solutions service allows a 999 mobile caller to press 55 when
prompted – to inform police you are in an emergency.
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https://twitter.com/ Prisons
HMPStocken/sta- Prison Visiting
t
u
s
/
● HMP Stocken have launched @PurpleVisits
1270619020757213
● So far have reunited 32 men with their families (including one in
184

●

80 Days Since
Lockdown Began

a different country) and have 258 families registered so far.
Working up to be able to facilitate 80 video visits a day .

Easing of Lockdown Day 30 - Thursday 11th June 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Social Distancing
g u a r d i a n . c o m / 2 metre distance rule
world/2020/jun/11/
● MPs pile pressure on Boris Johnson to cut 2-metre distancing
mps-pressure-borisrule. Tories renew calls to relax Covid-19 measures in England
johnson-cut-2-meamid fears for UK economy
tre-distancing-rule● With industry bodies saying only a third of pubs will be able to
tories-covid-19-engreopen with the requisite distance between customers to prevent
land-uk-economy

●
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https://www.gov.uk/ Contact Tracing
government/news/ Local authorities across England receive funding to support new
local-authorities- Test and Trace service
across-england-re● Government confirms the allocations of £300 million for local
ceive-funding-toauthorities across England to support test and trace services
support-new-test● Funding will help local communities develop and action plans to
and-trace-service

●

11/6

the spread of coronavirus, government scientific advisers have
stressed that the decision is ultimately a political one.
Speaking at Wednesday’s Downing Street briefing, Sir Patrick
Vallance, the chief scientific adviser, said the choice of 2 metres
was not a rule but “a risk-based assessment on when risk reduces”. He added: “It is wrong to portray this as a scientific rule
that says it is 2 metres or nothing.”

reduce the spread of coronavirus in their area
Work will build on the continued efforts of communities to respond to the pandemic locally

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Care case proceeds despite mother’s QC shielding at home
co.uk/law/care● A fact-finding hearing in care proceedings can continue even
case-proceeds-dewith the mother’s QC not being physically present, the Court of
spite-mothers-qcAppeal has ruled.
shielding-at-home/
● In C(Children: Covid-19: Representation) Lord Justice Peter
5104591.article

●

Jackson said that the ‘hybrid’ hearing proposed did not threaten
any breach of the mother’s right to a fair hearing. He stressed
that ‘perfection’ in how complex trials were handled was not always possible, and a difference in the way parties were represented did not amount to an inequality of arms.
The decision followed an appeal by the mother because her QC,
Elizabeth Isaacs, was required to shield until 30 June, following
government advice. The mother said she could not contemplate
attending court without Isaacs but High Court judge Mr Justice
Williams ruled the personal attendance of leading counsel was
desirable but not essential to the provision of a fair hearing.
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https://www.gov.uk/ Furlough
government/news/ Coronavirus Jobs Retention (CJRS) and Self-Employment Income
f i g u r e s - s h o w - u k - Support Schemes (SEISS) across the UK’s regions and nations
g o v e r n m e n t - s u p● Under the CJRS, up until 31 May more than 6.4 million jobs
porting-incomeswere furloughed in England, with more than 628,000 jobs furacross-all-nationsloughed in Scotland, 316,500 in Wales and nearly 212,000 in
during-coronavirus

●
●

●
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Northern Ireland.
Under the SEISS, self-employed individuals in Scotland have
made 146,000 claims totalling £425 million; 102,000 claims for £
273 million made in Wales; 69,000 claims for £198 million in
Northern Ireland. From just over 2 million claims in England, the
total is nearly £6 billion.
Across the whole of the UK, 70% of those potentially eligible for
support through the self-employment scheme made a claim, with
the average value of claim amounting to £2,900.

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Public Inquiry
thetimes.co.uk/arti● A Covid-19 inquiry is not inevitable
cle/a-covid-19-in● There are worrying signs that Westminster will try to deprive the
q u i r y - i s - n o t - i npublic of answers
evitable-tkt6np7kl

●

●

The main way in which Westminster may seek to avoid an inquiry is by claiming it would needlessly replicate investigations
being done elsewhere.
For example, it could point to parliament’s health and social care
committee, which has already heard witness evidence in its investigation into the UK’s coronavirus response. It may highlight
a similar House of Lords committee investigation into the impact
of Covid-19 on public services, or Public Health England’s recently completed review of the disproportionate impact of the
virus on ethnic minorities.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Economy
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / One in ten may lose job as coronavirus recession bites UK hardest
edition/news/one-in● Britain will suffer the worst recession of the world’s 37 rich nation
ten-may-lose-jobeconomies as GDP shrinks by up to 14 per cent this year and
as-recession-bitesone in ten workers is left unemployed.
uk-hardest● In its latest global forecasts, the Organisation for Economic Cod6btbmwf7

operation and Development ranks Britain alongside France, Italy
and Spain as one of four countries that will lose more than a
tenth of national output to the pandemic in 2020.
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https://twitter.com/ Contact Tracing
BethRigby/status/
● More than 31,000 close contacts were identified during the first
1271049487310561
week of the test and trace system in England, figures show.
280
● Of those, 85% were reached and asked to self-isolate for 14
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
health-53006938

●

●

days.
This was from 8,000 people testing positive for coronavirus two-thirds of whom provided details of who they had been close
to.
Around 25,000 contact tracers were recruited in England and
started work at the end of May.

Response:
● Twitter @BethRigby NEW: Test and trace stats are out. 8,117
people had cases referred to contact tracers between May 28June 3. Two thirds of those reached provided contacts (5,407)
but *one third did not*
● Breakdown of the number of contacts identified (May 28-

June 3) 31,794 identified; 26,985 reached and asked to self
isolate (85%)
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https://www.bbc.- About 7% have had coronavirus, says ONS survey
co.uk/news/
● About 7% of people in England have been infected with coronhealth-52837593
avirus, antibody tests on a random sample of households sug-

●
●
●
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gest.
"Herd immunity is not worth worrying about" at that level, say
experts involved in the Office for National Statistics study.
The results are based on blood samples taken from 885 people
from private households after 26 April.
The number of people who have had the virus has never been
clear.

https://www.bbc.- NHS Cancer
c o . u k / n e w s / Coronavirus: Major disruption to cancer care revealed
health-52985446
● Cancer care in England has faced major disruption during the

●

●
●

81 Days Since
Lockdown Began

pandemic with big drops in numbers being seen following urgent
referrals by GPs, figures show.
The number of people being assessed by a cancer doctor after
referral fell to 79,500 in April - a drop of 60% compared to the
same month last year.
Meanwhile, patients starting treatment dropped to 10,800 - 20%
below 2019.
The NHS said it had tried to protect services - and some of the
impact was due to people not seeking treatment.

Easing of Lockdown Day 31 - Friday 12th June 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/busi- Britain's GDP falls 20.4% in April
ness/2020/jun/12/
● Economy is paralysed by lockdown
britains-gdp● Britain’s economy shrank by a record 20.4% in April as the first
falls-204-in-april-asfull month of the coronavirus lockdown triggered an economic
economy-is-paralcrash three times greater than the 2008 financial crisis.
ysed-by-lockdown

●

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/business/2020/jun/12/
calamitous-gdp-figures-show-ukeconomy-has-fallen-off-a-cliff

Revealing the scale of the downturn, the official figures for gross
domestic product (GDP) from the Office for National Statistics
showed no area of the economy was left unscathed as the government imposed tight controls on business and social life to
limit the spread of the disease

158

12/6

h t t p s : / / New Association of Pandemic Lawyers launches
www.lawgazette.● PanLaw, spearheaded by Thomas More Chambers in London’s
co.uk/news/newLincoln’s Inn Fields, aims to provide a ’forum for lawyers and
association-of-panlegal academics with an interest in all laws relating to the
demic-lawyersCOVID-19 pandemic and lockdown’.
l a u n c h e s /
● One of its principal aims is to provide a coordinated response to
5104623.article

the legal issues arising from the pandemic.
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h t t p s : / / Dominic Cummings
www.lawgazette.- Merseyside lawyers plan private prosecution
co.uk/news/
● James Parry and Kate Welch of Parry & Welch Solicitors laid out
merseysideinformation to begin the process at Peterlee Magistrates’ Court
l a w y e r s - p l a n - p r iin County Durham.
vate-prosecution-of● The charges state that the prime minister’s adviser drove with
c u m m i n g s /
defective eyesight and ‘without reasonable consideration to oth5104622.article

er road users in circumstances where he knew or believed his
eyesight was impaired’ and ‘where he was unsure he was capable of driving safely’.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Care Homes
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Matt Hancock faces legal action from daughter of Covid-19 care
world/2020/jun/12/ home victim
matt-hancock● Dr Cathy Gardner launched a high court claim on Friday after
faces-legal-actionher father, Michael Gibson, a retired superintendent of births,
from-daughter-ofmarriages and deaths, died in an Oxfordshire care home in early
covid-19-careApril.
home-victim

●
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He became infected after a patient who tested positive for the
virus was discharged from hospital into the home.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BA, easyJet and Ryanair begin court action over UK quarantine
guardian.com/busi- rules
ness/2020/jun/12/
● Britain’s three biggest airlines have filed papers in the high court
ba-easyjet-andto seek an urgent judicial review of the government’s quarantine
ryanair-begin-courtlaws, which they say are having a devastating effect on tourism
action-over-ukand the wider economy.
quarantine-rules

●

h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/article/airlines-takegovernment-tocourt-over-quarantine-policy-t38ns3plf

British Airways, easyJet and Ryanair say the rules, which came
into effect on Monday and require passengers arriving from
abroad to self-isolate at a single address for 14 days, are flawed
and will cost thousands of jobs.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
thetimes.co.uk/
● Coronavirus contact tracing system is not yet up to speed
edition/news/coron● The NHS contact tracing system designed to ease lockdown
avirus-contact-tracneeds to speed up to reach “gold standard”, its head acknowling-system-is-notedged yesterday.
yet-up-to-speed● Baroness Harding of Winscombe said “the vast majority of peox3bvcjc9b

ple that we contact are participating and playing their part” as
the first figures showed that 85 percent of those contacted
agreed to self-isolate for 14 days.

https://www.independent.co.uk/
news/uk/politics/
c o r o n a v i r u s - n h s - NHS contact-tracing app cannot be used in crowded tower blocks
test-trace-app-matt● The troubled contact-tracing phone app to curb coronavirus will
hancock-londonnot be ready for use in crowded tower blocks until at least the
assembly-towerautumn, a local authority leader has warned.
b l o c k ● Now London’s deputy mayor for fire has suggested it will not be
a9560451.html

●
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ready for the capital’s dense housing until later in the year at the
earliest, because of the risk of the wrong people being ordered
to isolate themselves.
“We can all imagine what will happen if you have a tower block
where you are reliant on Bluetooth,” Fiona Twycross told a London Assembly meeting. “You might get inaccurate readings from
people who haven’t actually been in contact with people.”

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Care Homes
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / They were ‘afterthought’ with devastating coronavirus conseedition/news/care- quences
● The National Audit Office report into the work done to prepare
h o m e s - w e r e - a fterthought-withservices showed that care home residents were “an afdevastating-coronterthought”, Meg Hillier, the chairwoman of the Commons public
a v i r u s - c o n s eaccounts committee, said last night.
q u e n c e s - h s 9 p● The report said that 25,000 hospital patients had been disb053k
charged to care homes at the height of the pandemic. It said:

●

“Due to government policy at the time, not all patients were tested for Covid-19 before discharge, with priority given to patients
with symptoms.”
Ms Hillier said: “Care homes were at the back of the queue for
both PPE and testing so only got a small fraction of what they
needed from the central government. Residents and staff were
an afterthought yet again: out of sight and out of mind, with devastating consequences.”
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h t t p s : / / g c n c h a m- Public Inquiry
b e r s . c o . u k / 6 2 0 - The Covid-19 Bereaved Families for Justice
people-bereaved● Garden Court Chambers - 620 people bereaved due to Covid-19
due-to-covid-19call on the government to hold an immediate public inquiry to
call-on-the-governprevent further deaths
ment-to-hold-an● Pete Weatherby QC, assisted by Mira Hammad and Christian
immediate-publicWeaver of Garden Court North Chambers, is instructed by
inquiry-to-preventBroudie Jackson Canter solicitors on behalf of 620 relatives of
further-deaths/

●

people who have died due to Covid-19.
The Covid-19 Bereaved Families for Justice group have issued
a petition which highlights the “compelling need to set up the
inquiry immediately”, to consider the “life and death” measures
necessary to “minimise the ongoing effects of the virus.”
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Covid Cases and Deaths
● As of 9am 12 June, there have been 6,434,713 tests, with
193,253 tests on 11 June.
● 292,950 people have tested positive.
● As of 5pm on 11 June, of those tested positive for coronavirus,
across all settings, 41,481 have died.

12/6

https://www.bbc.- Coronavirus came to UK 'on at least 1,300 separate occasions'
co.uk/news/
● The study, by the Covid-19 Genomics UK consortium (Cog-UK),
health-52993734
completely quashes the idea that a single "patient zero' ' started

the whole UK outbreak.
● The study estimates 80% of those initial cases arrived in

the country between 28 Feb and 29 March - the time the
UK was debating whether to lockdown.
●

●

The analysis also finds China, where the pandemic started, had
a negligible impact on cases in the UK. Instead those initial cases came mostly from European countries.
The researchers analysed the genetic code of viral samples taken from more than 20,000 people infected with coronavirus in
the UK.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Black Lives Matter protests
guardian.com/uk● Protesters clashed with police in central London – and at points,
news/2020/jun/13/
with each other – as they rallied against perceived slights to
r i g h t w i n g - p r oBritish national heritage.
testers-clash-with● At one point, the demonstrators, who included far-right activists,
police-in-centraltook over Parliament Square and pelted mounted police with
london

bottles, cans and a smoke canister. Later on, as police in riot
gear formed lines to contain protesters in the square, they also
came under attack from a hail of bottles and cans.

13/6

https://www.daily- Boris Johnson scrapped Cabinet ministers' pandemic team six
m a i l . c o . u k / n e w s / months before coronavirus hit Britain
article-8416075/
● Boris Johnson scrapped a team of Cabinet ministers tasked with
Boris-Johnsonprotecting the UK from a pandemic six months before coronscrapped-Cabinetavirus arrived, a Mail investigation has found.
Ministers-pandem● The Government’s ‘anti-pandemic committee’, which included
ic-team-six-monthssenior ministers Michael Gove, Matt Hancock and Gavin
coronavirus-hitWilliamson, was disbanded without discussing virus control
Britain.html

●

14/6

plans.
The group, officially known as the Threats, Hazards, Resilience
and Contingency Committee (THRCC), was supposed to ensure
the UK was ready to cope with a pandemic.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BAME
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Racism contributed to disproportionate UK BAME coronavirus
world/2020/jun/14/ deaths, inquiry finds
racism-dispropor● Racism and discrimination suffered by Britain’s black, Asian and
tionate-uk-bameminority ethnic people has contributed to the high death rates
coronavirus-deathsfrom Covid-19 in those communities, an official inquiry has
report

●

●

found.
The conclusion is contained in a section of a government-commissioned report that ministers have refused to publish, apparently for fear of stoking tensions around race and racism after
protests in response to George Floyd’s killing by a white police
officer in Minneapolis.
Sky News has obtained a previously unpublished section of the
review of the disease’s disproportionate impact on BAME people, which was undertaken by Public Health England (PHE).
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Social Distancing
g u a r d i a n . c o m / 2 metre rule
world/2020/jun/14/
● Johnson looking at 'margin for manoeuvre' on 2-metre rule in
rishi-sunak-signalsEngland as PM says people should be able to shop with confitwo-metre-distancdence as non-essential stores reopen
ing-rule-could-soon● The government has dropped its strongest hints yet that it could
be-reduced

●

3rd Anniversary of Grenfell Disaster

14/6
14/6

https://www.bbc.- Child psychologists highlight mental health risks of lockdown
co.uk/news/
● In the letter, signed by more than 100 specialists in psychology,
health-53037702
mental health and neuroscience, and published in The Sunday

●

14/6

overrule the concerns of some scientific advisers and reduce the
2-metre physical distancing guidelines, with Boris Johnson saying there was now “more margin for manoeuvre” over coronavirus.
With many thousands of non-essential shops permitted to open
on Monday, the prime minister visited the Westfield Stratford
City shopping centre in east London to urge consumers to bring
some life back to the slumping economy.

Times, they write: "As experts working across disciplines, we are
united as we urge you to reconsider your decision and to release
children and young people from lockdown.
"Allow them to play together and continue their education by returning to preschool, school, college and university, and enjoy
extra-curricular activities including sport and music as normally,
and as soon, as possible."

http://www.legisla- The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Wearing of Face Coverings on
t i o n . g o v. u k / u k s i / Public Transport) (England) Regulations 2020
2020/592/pdfs/uk● Made Today, In Force tomorrow
si_20200592_en.pd
● Bans travelling on public transport without a “face covering” unf

less you have a “reasonable excuse

https://twitter.com/
AdamWagner1/sta- Response:
● Adam Wagner @AdamWagner1
t
u
s
/
● Recommendation: If you are using public transport tomorrow
1272189077669007
print these new Regulations/just Regulation 3 or keep them as a
363
https://twitter.com/
AdamWagner1/stat
u
s
/
1272180518960934
912

●

PDF on your phone. Police will be learning about them right
about now too so don't assume they know the complex exceptions either
Just published (because it’s Sunday afternoon so why not!) - the
criminal law which bans travelling on public transport without a
“face covering” unless you have a “reasonable excuse“
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Easing of Lockdown Day 34 - Monday 15th June 2020

https://assets.pub- Retail
lishing.service.gov- Non Essential Shops Opening
.uk/government/up● Shops selling clothes, shoes, furniture, electronics, tailors, aucl o a d s / s y s t e m / u ption houses, photography studios and indoor markets can open
loads/attachment_subject to risk assessment.. They were given 3 weeks notice.
data/file/892352/
John Lewis will be opening stores in Kingston, Southwest LonLetter_to_Retail_don and Dorset with more to follow on 18th June and thereafter.
S
e
c●
Letter from the Minister for Small Business, Consumers &
t o r _ 1 5 _ J u n e _ r eLabour Markets, Paul Scully, to those working in retail.
opening.pdf

●

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/business/2020/jun/15/
long-queues-onhigh-streets-as-nonessential-shopsreopen-in-england

●

Queues on high streets as non-essential shops reopen in England
High street footfall up over 50% on same period last week, but
34% down on last year
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
guardian.com/edu- Secondary Schools
cation/2020/jun/
● will provide some face to face contact for years 10 and we but
15/2m-children-inonly a quarter of the year group can attend at the same time.
u k - h a v e - d o n e - a l● 2m children in UK 'have done almost no school work in lockmost-no-schooldown'
work-in-lockdown

●

Private school pupils five times as likely to get near-full-time
teaching during crisis, study finds

https://twitter.com/
tnewtondunn/status/
1272438028284432 Footballer Marcus Rashford's plea for free school meals over
summer
384

●
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/football/2020/jun/15/
boris-johnson-rejects-marcus-rashfords-plea-for-freeschool-meals-oversummer

●

Boris Johnson has rejected a plea from Marcus Rashford to reconsider the government’s decision not to extend its free school
meals voucher system for low-income families over the summer
holiday period.
The Manchester United and England striker has urged politicians to perform a U-turn and ensure that vulnerable pupils can
continue to access the national voucher scheme, which was introduced in March to help poorer families feed their children
when schools were closed under lockdown measures.

Response:
● Tom Newton Dunn @tnewtondunn - Three months into the pandemic, a UCL study finds 20% of all school children (2 million)
are still doing less than an hour of schoolwork a day at home, or
none at all. The average is 2.5 hours. Many well-funded private
school kids are doing 6 hours. A generation in regression.
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https://www.cps.- CPS review of completed prosecutions under coronavirus laws
gov.uk/cps/news/
● Found the legislation was correctly applied in almost 85% of
cps-review-findscases.
improvements● Out of 93 prosecutions finalised under the Coronavirus Act and
coronavirus-chargHealth Protection Regulations in May, 76 were charged correcting-compliance

●

●

●

●

15/6

ly. All but one of the 17 erroneous prosecutions was stopped at
the first court appearance.
Of 84 prosecutions brought under the Regulations, 76 were
found to be correct. Prosecutors withdrew the remaining eight
charges in court - four of which related to homeless people, two
because Welsh regulations had been used in England and two
on evidential grounds.
All nine prosecutions under the Act were discontinued because
there was no evidence they applied to potentially infectious people, which is what this law covers.
Eight cases were withdrawn in court, with Regulations charges
imposed for two offences. One conviction was returned to be
relisted and set aside.
All but one Act case was charged alongside substantive offences including burglary and assaulting an emergency worker.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- EasyJet flights
guardian.com/busi● First plane for 11 weeks leaves Gatwick as passengers express
ness/2020/jun/15/
fears about coronavirus
easyjet-flights-re● EasyJet’s first flight in 11 weeks took off on Monday morning,
turn-amid-concernsboosting the airline’s hopes for survival but leaving some pasover-physical-dissengers concerned at a lack of physical distancing at 35,000
tancing

●

feet.
The airline, which is cutting 4,500 jobs and has borrowed £600m
from the government’s emergency coronavirus fund, returned to
the skies with a flight from London Gatwick to Glasgow. The carrier will operate just over 300 flights this week, mainly domestic
departures from eight UK airports, and a total of 22 within the
EU. The total represents a fraction of its previous schedules before coronavirus grounded most flying in late March.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Social Distancing
guardian.com/sci- 2 metre rule
ence/2020/jun/14/
● Senior scientists have reported flaws in an influential World
scientists-reportHealth Organization-commissioned study into the risks of coronflaws-in-who-studyavirus infection and say it should not be used as evidence for
on-two-metre-disrelaxing the UK’s 2-metre physical distancing rule.
tancing

●

15/6

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Face Masks
thetimes.co.uk/
● More than 3,000 extra police officers and transport workers will
edition/news/forcebe deployed at main railway stations from today to ensure that
of-3-000-to-ensureall passengers wear face coverings while travelling.
passengers-wear● Passengers could be prevented from travelling or fined £100 for
facemasks-6d0vz8q
failing to cover their mouth and nose as part of new measures to
2r

●

15/6

Critics of the distancing advice, which states that people should
keep at least 2 metres apart, believe it is too cautious. They
seized on the research commissioned by the WHO, which suggested a reduction from 2 metres to 1 would raise infection risk
only marginally, from 1.3% to 2.6%.

combat the spread of coronavirus.
For the first time, face coverings will become compulsory on all
public transport in England, including trains, trams, buses, ferries and aircraft.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Police
guardian.com/soci- Released Prisoners
ety/2020/jun/15/
● Over 1,000 prison leavers left homeless amid pandemic, MoJ
over-1000-prisonfigures show
leavers-left-home● More than 1,000 prisoners were released into homelessness at
less-amid-pandemthe height of the coronavirus pandemic in England and Wales,
ic-moj-figuresfigures show, prompting the government to increase funding for
s
h
o
w
?
accommodation for prison leavers.
u t m _ t e r m = A u t●
Figures released to the Labour MP Lyn Brown show 840 men,
ofeed&CMP=twt_gu
89 women and 85 young adults aged 18 to 24 were released
&utm_medium&utinto rough sleeping or other forms of homelessness between 23
m_source=Twitter#
Echobox=15922378
March, when the lockdown was imposed, and 30 April.
39
● A further 1,209 men, women and young adults were released

with unknown circumstances for accommodation in the same
period.

85 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 35 - Tuesday 16th June 2020
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https://twitter.com/i/ Child Poverty
e v e n t s / Free School meals Campaign by Marcus Rashford
1272862665832988
● UK government to continue free school meals scheme over
676
summer after Marcus Rashford's national campaign which in-

spired the nation

https://www.bbc.● Boris Johnson's government has U-turned on providing school
co.uk/news/
meals to children over the summer after Manchester United
uk-53065806?at_striker repeated calls.
custom4=591B9DE
●
An extra £120m will also be spent on vouchers for the 1.3 million
C - A F C 9 - 11 E A children affected
A 1 E 4 - 9 D F CC28169F1&at_medi
um=custom7&at_- Response:
custom2=twitter&at
● Marcus Rashford: Ending child poverty is a bigger trophy than
_campaign=64&at_
any in football
c u s t o m 3 = % 4 0 BBCBreaking&at_custom1=%5Bpost+
type%5D
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/article/ending-childpoverty-is-a-biggertrophy-than-any-infootball-vz7z3brpp
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h t t p s : / / Police
www.lawgazette.- Coronavirus and police drone use
co.uk/legal-updates/
● The police have an important role to play at the time of a pancoronavirus-anddemic when social distancing and self-isolation are so important.
police-drone-use/
However, any action they take must be proportionate, transpar5104590.article

●

16/6

ent and, above all, lawful.
Anything else will erode public confidence in the police and
make their job more difficult.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Coronavirus vaccine trial by Imperial College London begins
guardian.com/
● Researchers at Imperial College London will this week begin
world/2020/jun/16/
clinical trials of a possible coronavirus vaccine in 300 people.
c o r o n a v i r u s - v a c● The healthy participants, aged between 18 and 70, will all recine-trial-by-impericeive two doses of the vaccine over the coming weeks, and the
al-college-londonhope is that tests could then move on to 6,000 volunteers if
begins

●

●

there is an effective immune response.
Rather than giving people a weakened form of the illness, the
Imperial vaccine instead uses synthetic strands of genetic code
based on the genetic material of Sars-CoV-2, the “novel coronavirus” responsible for the pandemic.
Professor says early vaccines may not stop virus being contracted but prevent recipients developing severe Covid-19 illness
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Care Homes
guardian.com/
● More than 16,000 people in UK care homes have died from
world/2020/jun/16/
coronavirus
more-than-16000● Official figures show almost a third of Covid-19 fatalities have
people-in-uk-carehappened in care homes
homes-have-diedfrom-coronavirus

16/6

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Remote Justice
● ‘I can see you but can’t hear you’ - Remote justice crawls on
co.uk/obiter/i-cansee-you-but-cant● Obiter has nothing but admiration and sympathy for the judges
hear-you-remoteand advocates trying to navigate the logistical and technological
justice-crawls-on/
issues which crop up with virtual hearings.
5104655.article
● Take this morning’s case of Banerjee v Royal Bank of Canada in
h t t p s : / /
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/unionmakes-court-safetyd e m a n d s /
5104648.article

●

the Employment Appeal Tribunal, beamed in through Skype for
Business. Sadly, for the first half-hour of proceedings, whatever
business Skype was aiming for was not the business of the tribunal. Presiding judge Lord Summers joined the conversation
on time but could not hear anyone. The QC about to speak
could hear the judge but not see him, while the clerk could see
the judge but not hear him. (bizarrely, Obiter was able to see
and hear everyone the whole time)
The clerk then tried to call the judge, who was not picking up.

Union makes court safety demands
● A civil service union has added its voice to court safety concerns
as HM Courts & Tribunals Service continues to reopen more
buildings.
● Criminal practitioners have been chasing HMCTS for risk assessments for their local courts to help them decide whether or
not it is safe to attend court. The FDA, formerly known as the
Association of First Division Civil Servants, has now written to
HMCTS chief executive Susan Acland-Hood demanding its
members, which include prosecutors and managers, be allowed
to conduct their own risk assessments.

16/6

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Covid Cases and Deaths
thetimes.co.uk/arti- London deaths back to normal levels for first time since Covid-19
cle/london-deaths- outbreak
● London has recorded fewer deaths than it would in a normal
back-to-normal-levweek, suggesting that it is the first region to emerge from the
els-for-first-timesince-covid-19-outcoronavirus outbreak.
break-cvsrrpz05
● The figures, from the Office for National Statistics, reveal that for

●

the first time since March the capital has seen fewer deaths than
it did before the pandemic.
There were almost 3 per cent fewer people dying in London in
the week up to June 5, compared with the five-year average.
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h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Limits on jury trials may be needed says Lord Chief Justice
● The Lord Chief Justice has said that ministers should consider
co.uk/law/limits-onjury-trials-may-belimiting the availability of jury trials if court delays become unneeded-says-lcj/
manageable.
5104649.article
● Lord Burnett of Maldon expected no change to the way that sehttps://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
m000k2m4

●

●

rious charges — such as rape and murder — were tried in England and Wales. The least serious offences would continue to be
decided by magistrates.
But between those extremes were cases — such as assault,
theft and burglary — that could be tried either by magistrates or
by a judge and jury. At present, a defendant charged with one of
these so-called ‘either-way’ offences can insist on jury trial.
Lord Burnett told the BBC Radio 4 programme Law in Action: ‘A
possibility that I believe is worthy of consideration by policymakers is to legislate to enable, for a short time, the disposal of either-way trials in the Crown court by a judge sitting with two
magistrates.

Podcast - Law in Action - Reinventing the law
● How can the courts cope with the constraints of Coronavirus?
That’s the challenge facing Lord Burnett of Maldon, head of the
judiciary in England and Wales.
● Joshua Rozenberg asks the Lord Chief Justice whether new
ways of working can deliver justice at a time of crisis.

86 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 36 - Wednesday 17th June 2020

Covid Cases and Deaths
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Premier League
● The Premier League is set to restart with Aston Villa v Sheffield
United and Manchester City v Arsenal, subject to government
approval.
● A full round of fixtures would then be played on the weekend of
June 19 to 21.
● All matches will take place behind closed doors and be broadcast live on Sky Sports, BT Sport, BBC Sport or Amazon Prime.

17/6

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Social Distancing
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Ministers ponder when and how to replace 2m rule
edition/news/watch● Ministers must decide on a replacement for the two-metre rule
this-space-on-2mbefore making a change, the health secretary said this morning.
rule-says-johnson● Matt Hancock said that the guidance was “just another social
as-clamour-risesdistancing rule” that could be relaxed as part of a wider easing
htp08cxv5

●

but that a new rule needed to be agreed on first.
As well as a simple cut to one metre, options being considered
by the government include requiring people to wear face-masks
or be back-to-back if coming closer than two metres. Scientists
advising the government have argued for a “nuanced” rule that
adjusts distance according to setting, although there are concerns that this would lack the clarity of one simple rule.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Dexamethasone declared first drug to save lives of coronavirus
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / patients
edition/news/nhs● Steroid costing 50p a day cuts death toll by third
hospitals-urged-to● The world’s first coronavirus treatment proven to save lives is
start-using-dexambeing given to NHS patients after a “huge breakthrough” by
ethasone-afterBritish scientists.
d r a m a t i c - b r e a k●
Dexamethasone, a decades-old steroid that costs about 50p per
t h r o u g h - v p 2 m nday, was found to reduce Covid-19 deaths by up to one third for
w29b

●

17/6

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Shielding to Stop?
thetimes.co.uk/
● Coronavirus shielding scheme could stop in July
edition/news/coron● Ministers hope to drop the shielding programme for the most
avirus-shieldingvulnerable people at the end of next month, as levels of the virus
scheme-could-stopin circulation fall.
in-july-tdc52q0qh

●

●
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the sickest patients. NHS hospitals were advised to begin using
it immediately amid hopes for a new era of treatment for the disease.
Oxford University researchers said that up to 5,000 deaths could
have been prevented in Britain if doctors had been aware of its
potential and it had been used from the start of the pandemic.

Some 2.2 million people with pre-existing health conditions that
make them particularly susceptible to Covid-19 were sent letters
in late March or early April telling them they should not leave
their homes for at least 12 weeks.
Whitehall sources said last night that lifting the restrictions was
“under active consideration”, with a decision expected in the
coming weeks.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BAME and Care Homes
guardian.com/
● BAME care home residents in England more likely to die of
world/2020/jun/17/
Covid-19
bame-care-home● Figures show 538 people from BAME backgrounds died from
residents-in-ukCovid-19 in care settings in one month
more-likely-to-die● Black and Asian care home residents are more likely to die of
of-covid-19

●

●

●

Covid-19 than their white counterparts in England, according to
official figures that will fuel concern about the unequal impacts of
the pandemic.
Covid-19 was responsible for 54% of deaths among black people living in care homes compared with 44% among white people, according to data released by the Care Quality Commission
following a request by the Guardian.
Asian people were also more vulnerable to dying from the disease in care homes, with 49% of deaths among that population
caused by the coronavirus from 10 April to 15 May 2020.
Kate Terroni, the chief inspector of adult social care at CQC,
said the figures showed a “disproportionate impact” on people
from black and minority ethnic backgrounds and that urgent action was needed to fully understand the impact of Covid-19 on
those people in adult social care settings.
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Easing of Lockdown Day 37 - Thursday 18th June 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Contact Tracing
guardian.com/
● Contact tracers in England get no data from 26% of people with
world/2020/jun/18/
coronavirus
contact-tracers-in● Data for 4 to 10 June shows contact tracers were unable to get
england-get-nodetails from 1,435 who tested positive
data-from-26-of● The data for 4 to 10 June shows that fewer people with positive
people-with-corontests – just under 6,000 – were transferred to the contact tracing
avirus

●

call centre teams and 4,366 of those were actually reached and
asked for details of people they had spent time with in the past
two days.
That means that 73.4% of people with Covid-19 infection were
reached – much the same proportion (72%) that the Department
of Health and Social Care now says were reached in the first
week, rather than two-thirds as it originally appeared in the first
week of data, because some call centres succeeded in making
contact late.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Covid-19: excess death rates more than twice UK average for 19
g u a r d i a n . c o m / English councils
world/2020/jun/18/
● Nineteen local authorities in England have recorded excess
covid-19-excessdeath rates of more than twice the UK average during the Coviddeath-rates-more19 crisis.
than-twice-uk-aver● Local authorities in London have been hardest hit, with 16 of the
age-for-19-english20 local authorities with the highest excess death rates located
councils

●

●
●
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in the capital. Excess deaths in Harrow and Brent are three
times that of the national average, at 64% and 63% respectively.
Poorer boroughs including Newham and Haringey were also
among the worst affected. Data from the ONS has previously
shown that people living in the poorest parts of England and
Wales were dying at twice the rate of those in the richest areas.
The death toll across the UK in the year to date shows that the
excess death rate stands at 20.5%
Excess deaths are calculated by taking the total number of people whose deaths were registered in 2020 and comparing it with
the average number of deaths in the five years prior. The difference represents the excess.

h t t p s : / / Covid-19 has 'significantly reduced' value of criminal legal aid ofwww.lawgazette.- fer
co.uk/practice/
● The government must do more than it has proposed to save the
covid-19-has-signifcriminal legal aid market from collapse, the Law Society has
icantly-reduced-valsaid.
ue-of-criminal-legal● The Ministry of Justice is currently reviewing criminal legal aid
a i d - o f f e r /
fees and unveiled the first tranche of proposals in February.
5104674.article

●

●

The Society said at the time that the £50m offer was woefully
inadequate. It now says the landscape has changed dramatically
because of the coronavirus and the February package is unlikely
to provide anything close to what is necessary to save firms from
unrecoverable financial difficulties.
Since lockdown measures were imposed, the Society says the
number of arrests and cases going through the courts has
plummeted. The backlog of outstanding cases has risen dramatically. Crime firms have reported up to an 80% drop in income.
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https://www.gov.uk/ World first coronavirus treatment approved for NHS use by govgovernment/news/ ernment
world-first-coron● The government has immediately authorised the NHS to use the
avirus-treatmentworld’s first coronavirus treatment proven to reduce the risk of
approved-for-nhsdeath.
use-by-government

●

●

●

18/6

Dexamethasone, an anti-inflammatory drug, has been immediately approved to treat all UK hospitalised COVID-19 patients
requiring oxygen, including those on ventilators, from today.
The drug has been proven to reduce the risk of death significantly in COVID-19 patients on ventilation by as much as 35% and
patients on oxygen by 20%, reducing the total 28-day mortality
rate by 17%.
Funded by the UK government, via the National Institute for
Health Research (NIHR) and UK Research and Innovation
(UKRI), the Oxford University UK RECOVERY trial is the first
clinical trial anywhere in the world to show a treatment provides
significant impact in reducing patient mortality.

h t t p s : / / w w w .- NHS
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / No coronavirus deaths at one in three hospital trusts
edition/news/no● A third of hospital trusts have recorded no Covid-19 deaths for a
coronavirus-deathsweek, according to analysts from the University of Oxford,
at-one-in-threeadding weight to predictions that there will be zero excess
hospital-trusts-tgmdeaths by the end of the month.
sz2frm

●

●

●

Figures from the Office for National Statistics published yesterday showed that in London the number of deaths from any
cause had dropped below the five-year average in the first week
of June.
Research by Carl Heneghan and Jason Oke from Oxford’s Centre for Evidence-Based Medicine, also published yesterday,
found there had been no deaths in the past seven days at 49
trusts — 37 per cent of those included in the analysis.
In the past 48 hours, they said, 50 percent of trusts had reported
no deaths.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Police
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Liberty - Police accused of targeting minorities in lockdown
edition/news/coron● Liberty released its research before the home affairs committee
a v i r u s - p o l i c e - a cyesterday.
cused-of-targeting● Ben Bowling, a criminal justice professor at King’s College Lonminorities-in-lockdon, told the committee that Liberty’s figures “support evidence
down-dnkcfkcj7
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/
world/2020/jun/17/
police-in-englandand-wales-sixtimes-more-likelyto-fine-bame-people-in-lockdown

●

●

of a pattern of disproportionate policing against black and ethnic
minorities which has persisted over time”.
Professor Bowling said that “21 years after the Lawrence inquiry,
there seems to be a continuing pattern of the targeting — intentionally or through indirect means — of BME communities”. He
accused rural police forces of harbouring stereotypes that result
in officers viewing ethnic minorities with suspicion when they visit the countryside.
Nick Glynn, of the Open Society Foundations, said the figures
were evidence of “structural racism”.

Police in England and Wales far more likely to fine BAME people in
lockdown
● Police enforcing the coronavirus lockdown in England and
Wales were almost up to seven times more likely to issue fines
to black, Asian and minority ethnic people than white people,
figures show.
● Data from police forces shows 17 were more likely to issue a
penalty notice to BAME people than to white people. Two forces,
Northumbria and Merseyside, were not.
● Dave Thompson, the chief constable of the West Midlands, told
the Guardian: “I can’t rule out as a service we do have biases
and discrimination. Our interactions based on the four Es may
be less successful if trust is already low with certain communities.”
● Officers had discretion on when to issue fines, and police said
they followed an approach of trying to avoid enforcement, known
as the four Es – engaging, explaining and encouraging, before
considering enforcement.
● Figures obtained by Liberty Investigates, part of the civil liberties
group Liberty, and the Guardian, give a force-by-force breakdown. The figures are yet to be officially released and had been
requested by the home affairs committee investigation into race
and policing, which met on Wednesday.
● The mainly rural Cumbria force was 6.8 times more likely to fine
someone who was a BAME background than a white person. In
Lincolnshire, and Avon and Somerset, which includes Bristol,
people from a BAME background were 4.4 times more likely to
be fined by police.

88 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Easing of Lockdown Day 38 - Friday 19th June 2020 - Lockdown
Review
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
thetimes.co.uk/arti- Coronavirus app failure leaves tracing plan in disarray
cle/d334d452-b179● A smartphone app to track the spread of Covid-19 may never be
11ea-839f-3d38a5c
released, ministers admitted yesterday, as they abandoned a
c49e9
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/whyhas-the-nhs-tracinga p p - b e e n - a b a ndoned-w8tp3q5qx

19/6

●

●

three-month attempt to create their own version of the technology.
Matt Hancock, the health secretary, announced that the government was scrapping its coronavirus contact-tracing app to
focus on one developed with Apple and Google technology.
Mr Hancock said that head-to-head testing of the NHS app
against the version developed with Apple and Google technology had revealed flaws in both versions. The NHS software registered about 75 percent of nearby Android handsets but only 4
percent of iPhones. By contrast, the Apple-Google model logged
99 percent of both Android mobiles and iPhones but its distance
calculations were weaker. Mr Hancock blamed Apple for the failure to make the government’s app more accurate, claiming that
the company “won’t change their system”. He pledged to “join
forces'' with the two tech giants and “bring the best bits of both
systems together”.

Covid Cases and Deaths
● Confirmed UK cases - 301,815
● New cases - 1,346
● UK deaths - 42,461
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https://www.bbc.- The COVID alert level in the UK has moved from 4 to 3
co.uk/news/
● Covid-19 is "in general circulation" but without high transmission
uk-53106673?
a t _ m e d i u m = c u st o m 7 & a t _ c a mpaign=64&at_cust o m 3 = % 4 0 BBCBreaking&at_custom1=%5Bpost+
type%5D&at_custom4=3D3B16D6B210-11EA-A6D7EEB2FCA12A29&at
_custom2=twitter
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-53107109?
x t o r = A L - 7 2 - % 5 Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D
-%5Bheadline%5D%5Bnews%5D%5Bbizdev%5D%5Bisapi%5D&at_custom1=%5Bpost+
type%5D&at_custom4=twitter&at_me
dium=custom7&at_
custom2=twitter&at
_custom3=%40BB C P o l i t i c s & a t _campaign=64
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/article/innovation-andlegislation-to-cleartrial-backlog-saysmost-seniorjudge-6qnnflk3x

Courts
Lord Chancellor Robert Buckland warns over court case backlog
● Robert Buckland said juries with fewer members and using public buildings as courtrooms could reduce the caseload.
● He also said a proposal for judge-only trials in less serious
crown court cases had "clear merit".
● Speaking to BBC Radio 4's Political Thinking with Nick Robinson
podcast, Mr Buckland said ministers needed to "do more" to
help deliver "swift justice". He added: "I'm going to have to use
every tool in the book."
Innovation and legislation to clear trial backlog, says most senior
judge
● The country’s most senior judge has said legislation will be required to help clear a backlog of thousands of high court and
sheriff court cases caused by Covid-19 pandemic.
● Lord Carloway the Lord President of the Court of Session, said it
was time to stop “tinkering at the margins” and radically change
procedures to meet the demands of social distancing, without
compromising the basic principles of a fair trial.
● The backlog of solemn (jury) cases in the High Court and sheriff
courts could exceed 3,000 by March, with social distancing regulations likely to reduce the capacity of the courts to 30 percent of
normal.
● In a statement Lord Carloway acknowledged successful innovations within the courts and tribunals service of the last three
months including summary trials by videolink and the simple use
of telephones to conduct some procedural hearings but warned
“the task in relation to jury trials is a problem of a quite different
magnitude”.

h t t p s : / /
www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/virtualhearings-with-physical-jury-hubshailed-a-success/
5104700.article#.Xu Virtual hearings with physical jury hubs hailed a success
x22WQ5hyY.twitter
● Justice has been conducting mock jury trials since April as part

●

●

●

of an experiment to see if it is possible to hold virtual trials that
meet the principles of fairness, accuracy of evidence and certainty during the pandemic.
In the first two trials, participants were in separate locations. In
the third trial, the jury remained dispersed. In the final trial, jurors
were assembled together in a physical ‘jury hub’ and the other
participants appeared remotely. The defendant appeared via a
video link from prison.
An evaluation report published yesterday says the most serious
concerns raised by participants in the first three trials related to
IT problems and internet connectivity. Participants in the fourth
trial considered the creation of a physical justice hub a success
and it dealt with many issues that arose in the earlier experiments.
The hub was a South London facility which had a reception
area, large hall with lots of natural light, kitchen and three unisex
toilets. Each juror had two screens on their socially distanced
desks, one for viewing the virtual courtroom and the other for
viewing trial documents. A four-strong technical team were on
site in a separate room.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Economy
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / National debt exceeds GDP for first time in almost 60 years
e d i t i o n / n e w s / n a● Public sector borrowing hit £55.2 billion in May, almost nine
t i o n a l - d e b t - e xtimes as much as the country borrowed in the same month last
ceeds-gdp-for-firstyear and the highest monthly borrowing figure since records betime-in-60-yearsgan in 1993.
g6lgcbzp9

●

●

●
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The national debt climbed as a result. At 100.9 per cent, the
debt-to-GDP ratio rose above 100 per cent for the first time
since 1963. The debt has grown by a fifth over the past year and
now stands at £1.95 trillion.
The latest figures from the Office for National Statistics underscore the toll that the coronavirus has taken on the public finances.
In early March the Office for Budget Responsibility was forecasting annual borrowing of £55 billion. That was before the government was forced to unleash a huge rescue package to support businesses and workers through the lockdown.

https://twitter.com/ Prisons
TheHowardLeague/
● There are 79,540 men, women and children in prison in England
s t a t u s /
and Wales today.
1273910255106297
● There are 105 fewer people in prison than there were a week
856
ago and 2,884 fewer than this time last year.

Most overcrowded prisons in England and Wales at end of May
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Education
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / ‘National tutor’ scheme to help struggling pupils in England
edition/news/john● Johnson announces £1bn boost to get all children back in class
sons-1bn-boost-toby autumn
get-all-pupils-back● Those most affected by the school closures enforced as part of
in-class-by-autumnthe lockdown in March will benefit from a £350 million “national
fl32wclb3

●

●

19/6

tutoring programme”, equivalent to about £14,000 per school.
Head teachers will be able to apply for grants worth a further
£650 million to spend on initiatives such as extra teaching, technology or summer schools for all pupils. Mr Johnson said: “This
£1 billion catch-up package will help head teachers to provide
extra support to children who have fallen behind while out of
school.”
Nick Gibb, the schools minister, told Sky News it was the government’s “clear intention” to have all children back at school
across England in September

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- BAME
guardian.com/soci- Black men in England three times more likely to die of Covid-19
e t y / 2 0 2 0 / j u n / 1 9 / than white men
black-men-england● Black men in England and Wales are three times more likely to
wales-three-timesdie from Covid-19 than white men, the Office for National Stamore-likely-dietistics has found.
c o v i d - 1 9 - c o r o n●
The study, which covered deaths in hospitals and in the commuavirus

●

nity between 2 March and 15 May, found black men had the
highest mortality rate from the disease. Among black men of all
ages the death rate was 256 per 100,000 people, compared with
87 deaths per 100,000 for white men.
When comparing death rates for younger males between nine
and 64 years of age, the discrepancy was even starker, with
black males more than four times more likely to die than their
white counterparts.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Covid Cases and Deaths
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Over 1,000 deaths a day: UK ministers accused of downplaying
world/2020/jun/19/ Covid-19 peak
over-1000-deaths● Ministers have been accused of playing down the gravity of the
day-uk-ministerscoronavirus pandemic after it emerged that more than 1,000
accused-downplaypeople died every day in the UK for 22 consecutive days – in
ing-covid-19-peak

●

●
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stark contrast with daily tolls announced by the government.
According to an analysis of official figures, the darkest day came
on 8 April as the country prepared for Easter under lockdown,
when a record 1,445 people died from Covid-19 in 24 hours.
The figures – encompassing deaths in hospitals, care homes
and private residences – are far higher than the numbers announced by ministers during that period at the daily Downing
Street briefings, as the pandemic peaked faster than forecast.

https://www.gov.uk/ HMCTS operational summary for week commencing Monday 22
g u i d a n c e / h m c t s - June 2020
weekly-operationalsummary-on-courtsand-tribunals-during-coronaviruscovid-19-outbreak

89 and 90 Days Easing of Lockdown Day 39 and 40 - Saturday 20th and Sunday
Since Lockdown 21st June 2020
Began

182

20/6

https://www.bbc.- Social Distancing
c o . u k / n e w s / Result of 2m social distancing review 'to come next week'
uk-53117853
● The government has been reviewing the advice, amid warnings
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/
leaked-rules-showhow-pubs-restaurants-and-hotelswill-reopen-in-england-bbb39pfdr

●
●
●

many businesses will not survive under current rules.
Mr Sunak said the outcome of the review will "make an enormous difference" to businesses "keen to see a change".
The government has said it hopes to reopen pubs, restaurants
and hotels from the beginning of July, if safe.
It has yet to give a definitive date for the hospitality sector, but
ministers are preparing to ease more coronavirus lockdown restrictions on 4 July.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Al fresco revolution - Leaked rules show how pubs, restaurants
g u a r d i a n . c o m / and hotels will reopen in England
world/2020/jun/20/
● Boris Johnson will announce next week that the two-metre rule
r e v i e w - i n t o - e n gwill be relaxed from July 4 and that pubs, restaurants, cafés and
lands-2-metre-disattractions can reopen as he attempts to revive the economy.
tance-rule-due-withGuidance drawn up by the government and the hospitality indusin-days

●

●
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try will also be published as Britain embarks on a “new normal”.
Separately, ministers will publish legislation next week to encourage an “al fresco revolution”. Every pub, bar and restaurant
will be automatically entitled to serve alcohol for people to drink
on the pavement and in the street.
The prime minister said yesterday that coronavirus was now
“diminishing among us all” and social-distancing measures
would be eased imminently. Britain’s “Covid-alert” level was
downgraded from four to three in light of the “steady decrease”
in cases. It means that while the virus is still “in general circulation” there can be a “gradual relaxation of restrictions and socialdistancing measures”.

h t t p s : / / w w w .- Education
t h e t i m e s . c o . u k / Double bubble could get all pupils back to school
edition/news/coron● Every child will return after summer holidays, Johnson vows
avirus-double-bub● Schools could double the size of teaching “bubbles” to 30 to get
ble-could-get-allevery child back to full-time education in September, Gavin
pupils-back-toWilliamson said yesterday.
school-gch7f52dk

●

●

The education secretary’s comments came hours after Boris
Johnson pledged that every child would go back to school after
the summer holidays.
Asked if the school plan would see children return full-time from
the autumn, Mr Johnson said: “Absolutely. Provided we can
make the classroom safe, and I think we can, I want every child,
every student, every pupil back in September and I’m sure we
can get it done.”
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Lockdown Rules
thetimes.co.uk/
● As the UK begins to lift coronavirus restrictions we examine the
edition/news/newlatest government guidelines and what you can and can’t do
lockdown-rules-ukwhat-you-can-andcant-do-now-coronavirus-v7g55bscg
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Contact Tracing
thetimes.co.uk/
● Matt Hancock is underestimating tracking app’s importance, say
edition/news/scienscientists
tists-deny-matt● Claims by ministers that Britain does not need a smartphone
hancock-s-corontracking app to control the spread of Covid-19 were challenged
avirus-tracking-appby scientists yesterday.
claim-9x60s3r5s

●

●
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/global/2020/jun/20/ukcare-homes-maybe-forced-to-closeunless-councils-release-covid-19-cash

Matt Hancock, the health secretary, has downplayed the significance of the app of late as project failures repeatedly delayed its
introduction. Epidemiologists said that he was underestimating
how difficult the virus was to control.
Documents released by the government’s scientific advisory
group (Sage) showed that manual contact tracing was only likely
to reduce infections by between five per cent and 15 per cent.

Care Homes
The £3.2bn promised for frontline carers is not being passed on by
local authorities struggling to fund their own services, sector leaders warn
● Care homes are under severe financial strain because local authorities are using red tape to deny them government bailout
money, according to a leading social care organisation.
● The National Care Forum, which represents non-profit care
homes, said some members had not received any of the £3.2bn
emergency funding that the government has promised social
care since the pandemic began.
● Some care providers are facing “layers of bureaucracy” before
receiving payments, according to a letter from NCF executive
director Vic Rayner to David Pearson, the chairman of the new
national Covid-19 social care taskforce. The taskforce was set
up to oversee distribution of support funds and met for the first
time last week.
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https://www.crimi- Judicial Office Statement – Remote Working
n a l b a r . c o m / r e● We are now not at the same crisis levels and therefore the law
sources/news/judiand Criminal Procedure Rules should be followed with the exc i a l - o f f i c e - s t a t epectation that advocates will attend in person unless they have
ment-remote-workmade an application to the court to attend remotely. Such aping-20-06-20/

●

plications do not have to be in writing.
Therefore, if an advocate has a Magistrates’ court hearing on
Monday 22nd June and has not applied formally to appear remotely they must either attend court or contact the court applying for leave to attend remotely. This can be done by a phone
call or in writing (email).”

20/6

https://www.stan- Jeremy Corbyn's brother Piers charged with breaching corondard.co.uk/news/ avirus lockdown rules
crime/piers-corbynjeremy-brotherc h a r g e d - c o r o navirus-protestsa4474866.html
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https://www.bbc.- What is a second wave and is one coming?
co.uk/news/
● Coronavirus is far from over. Some countries are still dealing
health-53113785
with large epidemics, but even those currently controlling the

●
●
21/6

virus fear "the second wave".
The second phase of Spanish flu a century ago was deadlier
than the first
So, is a second wave inevitable? And how bad could it be?

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- September reshuffle expected in effort to stem faltering Tory poll
guardian.com/poli- ratings
tics/2020/jun/21/
● Ministers are expecting a wide-ranging government reshuffle in
september-reshufSeptember in which Boris Johnson will sack key figures who are
fle-expected-in-efjudged to have underperformed in the Covid-19 crisis.
fort-to-stem-falter● Cabinet sources said the move was now seen as inevitable.
ing-tory-poll-ratings

●

●

●

They believe sweeping changes will be made in an attempt to
defuse mounting discontent on the Tory backbenchers following
a stream of U-turns and a fall in the party’s poll ratings.
Among those seen as vulnerable are education secretary Gavin
Williamson, communities secretary Robert Jenrick and work and
pensions secretary Thérèse Coffey.
Senior backbenchers and former ministers have become increasingly frustrated after a week in which Johnson’s government performed two further U-turns over free school meals for
children from poorer families, and the much vaunted Covid-19
tracing app
There is also growing anger among Tory MPs at the way Downing Street is centralising control and refusing to listen to ministers or backbenchers.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Education
guardian.com/edu● School closures 'will trigger UK child mental health crisis'
cation/2020/jun/20/
● Many schoolchildren will need urgent support from psychologists
school-closureswhen the lockdown eases because their lives and education will
will-trigger-uk-childhave been so badly disrupted by school closures, experts have
mental-health-crisis

●

●

●

warned.
Dr Gavin Morgan, who sits on the government’s Scientific Pandemic Influenza Group – which feeds into the advisory group
Sage – said: “There is going to be a hell of a lot of work to be
done from teachers and educational psychologists. We are going to have to pick up a lot of broken pieces and put things back
together.”
Morgan, of University College London, made it clear that while
the problems were likely to be more serious for those from underprivileged families, other children would also face adverse
effects from missing their normal routines, their teachers, and
playing with friends. “One of the things that concerns me most
is that for some children, school is one of the key focal points in
their lives, giving them stability, meaning, self-worth, esteem. It
is school that gives them a purpose.
“For some children, they are perhaps not getting that from home.
What they get from schools is secure relationships and secure
attachments and for some kids that is with their teacher. For
psychologists that is vitally important.” But all would be affected
by the disruption to the normal patterns of their lives and lack of
social interaction with peer groups. “When children are not with
each other, not with friends, they are not learning how to interact. Much of this is done in the playground,” he said.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Contact Tracing
guardian.com/tech● NHS Covid app developers 'tried to block rival symptom tracknology/2020/jun/20/
ers'. Developers claim government technology unit was hostile
nhs-covid-app-deto other groups, hampering the fight against the disease
velopers-tried-to● NHSX, the health service technology unit responsible for the
block-rival-sympgovernment’s failed contact-tracing app, attempted to block rival
tom-trackers

●

●

●

91 Days Since
Lockdown Began

apps to protect its own, hampering efforts to track the early
spread of the coronavirus.
Developers of several apps were urged to stop work by either
NHSX or the Ministry of Defence, who told them their apps might
distract attention from NHSX’s app when it was launched. Last
week the app was abandoned after three months, with work beginning on an alternative design without any deadline.
Prof Tim Spector, of King’s College London, said that NHSX had
treated his Covid symptom tracker research team as “the enemy”. “We were hampered from the beginning, in March when we
first contacted NHSX,” he told the Observer. “They were very
worried about our app taking attention away from theirs and confusing the public.
“Lots of signals went to places like the universities, my university, the medical charities and the royal colleges not to back our
app because that would interfere with their one.”

Easing of Lockdown Day 40 - Monday 22nd June 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Shielding
guardian.com/poli- Shielding to End
tics/live/2020/jun/
● Death toll rises by 15, lowest daily increase since mid-March, as
22/uk-politics-livehealth secretary says one person in 1,700 has virus, down from
latest-news-readone in 400
ing-terror-attack● Shielding scheme to be eased in England from 6 July
coronavirus

●
●
●

Next year’s GCSE and A-level exams in England may be delayed
Why doctors say UK is better prepared for a second wave of
coronavirus
Shopper numbers surged 45% in week England shops reopened
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h t t p s : / / Care case proceeds despite mother’s QC shielding at home
www.lawgazette.● A fact-finding hearing in care proceedings can continue even
co.uk/law/carewith the mother’s QC not being physically present, the Court of
case-proceeds-deAppeal has ruled.
spite-mothers-qc● In C(Children: Covid-19: Representation) Lord Justice Peter
shielding-at-home/
Jackson said that the ‘hybrid’ hearing proposed did not threaten
5104591.article

●

●

22/6

any breach of the mother’s right to a fair hearing. He stressed
that ‘perfection’ in how complex trials were handled was not always possible, and a difference in the way parties were represented did not amount to an inequality of arms.
The decision followed an appeal by the mother because her QC,
Elizabeth Isaacs, was required to shield until 30 June, following
government advice. The mother said she could not contemplate
attending court without Isaacs but High Court judge Mr Justice
Williams ruled the personal attendance of leading counsel was
desirable but not essential to the provision of a fair hearing.
On appeal, the mother argued the judge had failed to carry out
any proper assessment of whether the hybrid hearing breached
her right to a fair trial. It was submitted he did not account for the
seriousness of what was at stake, failed to satisfy the mother’s
right to an adversarial trial and failed to account for the importance of the principle of equality of arms.

h t t p s : / / Anger as solicitors told over the weekend to attend court in person
www.lawgazette.● Criminal practitioners were angry after being informed over the
weekend that they must attend magistrates' courts in person
co.uk/practice/
rather than remotely from today.
anger-as-solicitors● The Judicial Office issued a statement on Saturday in response
told-over-the-weekto concerns about remote working. It stated that coronavirus legend-to-attend-courtislation permits the court to make a direction allowing a person
i n - p e r s o n - /
to take part in a hearing remotely if the court is satisfied that it is
5104720.article

●

in the ‘interests of justice’ in the particular case.
Referring to guidance issued on 14 April encouraging participation by video or audio links, the statement says: 'It is understood
that over the subsequent weeks some latitude was given to appearing remotely by default.'
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Covid Cases and Deaths
● Confirmed UK cases - 304,331
● New cases - 1,221
● UK deaths - 42,632

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- WHO reports record daily global case increase as known infecg u a r d i a n . c o m / tions pass 8.9m
world/live/2020/jun/
22/coronavirus-livenews-covid-19-update-china-us-ukb r a z i l - l a t e s t - u pdates
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/society/2020/jun/22/
stephen-timms-universal-credits-fiveweek-delay-is-indefensible
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/society/2020/jun/11/universal-credit-waitfirst-payment-reals h o c k - n e w claimants

Universal Credit
Waiting for the first payment is a 'real shock' to new claimants.
More than half claiming during lockdown suffer hardship in fiveweek wait, says Citizens Advice
● More than half of people claiming universal credit for the first
time during the coronavirus lockdown experienced hardship
while waiting for a first payment, with many “too scared” to take
out a government loan to tide them over, according to a Citizens
Advice survey.
● The charity said its advisers had helped claimants who had reported skipping meals, relying on hot water bottles for warmth,
and selling personal possessions to bring in cash to help them
stay afloat during the built-in five-week wait for the payment.
● About 3 million people have claimed universal credit since
March as businesses shed jobs during the lockdown. Citizens
Advice estimates that a fifth of UK adults have applied or expect
to apply for benefits as a result of coronavirus.
● Although 1 million recent claimants took out an advance loan
from the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) to see them
through the five-week wait, many had refused it, said Citizens
Advice, because they would rather “scrape by” than go into debt.
Universal credit's five-week delay is indefensible'
● The coronavirus pandemic has shone a harsh spotlight on the
UK’s social security system. Lockdown, followed by an economic crash, has propelled more than 3 million new claimants on to
universal credit, in three months, exposing the system’s
strengths – and its limitations – on a scale that has not been
seen before.
● Whether the system is comprehensive enough, and sufficiently
flexible and generous enough to cope with that scrutiny and responsibility, is the subject of the first report of the new parliament
published this week by the Commons work and pensions’ select
committee under its new chair, the Labour MP Stephen Timms
● The cross-party MPs’ report is unanimous: for all the sterling efforts of the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) staff to
keep universal credit up and running, millions of people have still
struggled to get the support they needed to pay for essential living costs during the pandemic. “It’s done a decent job,” Timms
says, “but universal credit is a very basic safety net.”
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Support Bubbles to be expanded?
thetimes.co.uk/
● Boris Johnson is considering plans to announce that two houseedition/news/coronholds can come together without any limit on numbers. The
avirus-support-bubmembers of the households will be able to mix freely without the
bles-to-be-expandneed to observe social distancing.
ed-lw9pcx6b9

●

●
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- The Observer view on a manifesto for change as a generation of
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Britain's children faces crisis
commentisfree/
● Research suggests that children have on average suffered a de2020/jun/20/thecline in their mental health, with parents reporting increased
observer-view-on-aemotional and behavioural difficulties over the course of the
manifesto-forlockdown.
change-as-a-gen●
Child mental health specialists are worried about the impact of
eration-of-britainsthe transition back to school on some children after so long
children-faces-crisis

●

●

22/6

At present only single-adult households can form support bubbles with one other household without social distancing. Groups
of up to six people from different households can meet outdoors
or in a garden, but they have to observe social distancing.
The proposed changes, which are due to be signed off by cabinet ministers today, will enable more grandparents to see their
grandchildren.

away.
Long school closures will have widened the gap in educational
attainment between children from low-income backgrounds and
their more affluent peers, with children from disadvantaged
backgrounds far less likely to be living in environments conducive to home learning.
Without intervention, this widening gap will blight the physical,
mental and economic wellbeing of a whole generation of children for the rest of their lives.

https://www.gov.uk/ New saliva test for coronavirus piloted in Southampton
government/news/
new-saliva-test-forcoronavirus-pilotedin-southampton
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Why doctors say UK is better prepared for a second wave of corog u a r d i a n . c o m / navirus
world/2020/jun/22/
● Next time round, if, as everyone supposes, there is a next time,
why-doctors-sayit will be different. In a second wave, or even localised spikes
uk-better-preparedacross the nation, the health service will know more about what
for-second-waveit is dealing with, and will be better able to help people recover
c o r o n a v i r u s ? u tand send them home, say doctors.
m_term=Autofeed&
● First, two drugs have been shown to work to some extent, even
C M P = t w t _ g u & u tthough neither is a cure. Most exciting is the revelation that a 60m_medium&utm_year-old steroid, dexamethasone, reduces deaths among those
source=Twitter#Ech
who are most sick – saving one in eight lives among those on
obox=1592824485

●

92 Days Since
Lockdown Began

ventilators and one in 25 of those on other oxygen support.
Remdesivir is also useful, reducing the length of the illness.
Mervyn Singer, a professor of intensive care medicine at University College London, is delighted with the dexamethasone result.
Covid-19 causes inflammation in the lungs and steroids are already used to reduce inflammation, but he said “medicine is
conservative with a small ‘c’”, and some clinicians worried that
they suppress the immune system, “so they have generally been
used later rather than earlier”. However, the Recovery trial, a
global trial into possible treatments, showed how well low-dose
dexamethasone works in Covid-19 and it will now become standard of care.

Easing of Lockdown Day 41 - Tuesday 23rd June 2020
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- The beginning of the end of “our long national hibernation”
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Boris Johnson ditches 2-metre rule for '1-metre-plus' in England
world/live/2020/jun/
● Pubs, restaurants, hotels and hairdressers can open from 4 July
23/uk-coronavirusin England, when social distancing rules will be eased.
live-latest-news● Households will be able to host visitors in their home, including
updates-pubsovernight, and to meet with members of different households, on
restaurants-cinedifferent occasions, including in a restaurant or hotel, for exammas-and-museums
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
uk-53152416

●

●
h t t p s : / / w w w. t h eguardian.com/
world/2020/jun/23/
boris-johnsonditches-2-metrerule-in-england-for1-metre-plus-coronavirus

●

●

ple.
Places of worship will be able to reopen for prayer and services
including weddings with a maximum of 30 people, all subject to
social distancing
The 2-metre rule has been central to the government’s battle
against the spread of Covid-19 – but with infections declining,
the cabinet has rubber-stamped new, less stringent guidance.
A “1-metre-plus” approach will mean members of the public can
be 1 metre away from each other as long as other measures are
put in place to limit the transmission of the virus.
Art galleries, museums and cinemas will reopen

h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/coronavirus-art-galleriesmuseums-and-cinemas-will-reopengr9570v3v
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/busi- Coronavirus job support scheme costs hit £30bn
ness/2020/jun/23/
● Nearly 12 million people are now being supported by the govbritons-local-foodernment’s coronavirus job support schemes at a cost of more
shops-onlinethan £30 billion.
stores-covid-19-su● Official figures published today reveal that 9.2 million people
permarket
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/coronavirus-bob-supportscheme-could-cost80bn-ktmjx6hdb

●

●

have been furloughed at a cost of £22.9 billion. A further 2.6 million people are on the self-employed support scheme, which has
cost £7.6 billion so far.
However, the figures suggest that the furlough scheme may be
peaking, with just 100,000 new roles added in the past week,
although the cost has risen by another £2 billion over that period.
The Office for Budget Responsibility, the fiscal watchdog, has
suggested that the job retention scheme — in which the government pays 80 percent of furloughed employees’ salaries,
capped at £2,500 a month, could eventually end up costing the
exchequer a total of £80 billion.

UK shoppers choose local grocers and online stores in Covid-19
crisis
● UK shoppers are continuing to turn to local shops and online
grocers amid concerns about visiting supermarkets during the
coronavirus pandemic. The change in habits comes as only just
over half of those questioned by Kantar said they felt safe when
visiting a supermarket or a convenience store, prompting a clear
shift towards shopping closer to home.
● One in five British households bought groceries online in the
past month, pumping up sales for home delivery by 91%, while
small independent stores rang up 69% more sales in the three
months to 20 June, according to the latest market data from analysts Kantar.
● Chains with stores on local high streets also did well, with Iceland and the Co-op both recording sales increases of more than
30%, taking the frozen food specialist to a 2.5% share of the
market, its highest level since 2000.
● Separate research from analysts at Nielsen found a quarter of
consumers saying they were visiting local stores than they did
before the pandemic.
● Fraser McKevitt at Kantar said shoppers were continuing to prefer big weekly or monthly shops so that they didn’t have to go
out so often, but there were signs of a return to more normal
shopping patterns. “Households made 77m fewer trips to the
grocers in the latest four weeks compared with last year, but
that’s still 19m more than in May, reflecting the slight easing of
government restrictions.”
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https://justforkid- Hundreds of children facing endless delays in the criminal justice
slaw.org/news/hun- system to be convicted as adults
dreds-children-fac● A new report by the Youth Justice Legal Centre (YJLC), part of
ing-endless-delaysJust for Kids Law, reveals that severe delays in the criminal juscriminal-justice-systice system are leaving children, families and victims in limbo,
tem-be-convictedresulting in serious consequences for those who turn 18.
adults

●

●

Covid Cases and Deaths

23/6

●
●
●
93 Days Since
Lockdown Began
24/6

System delay is the main reason children turn 18 years old between the commission of an offence and prosecution. The coronavirus crisis has exacerbated delays throughout the criminal
justice system and the impact on children approaching their 18th
birthday will be grave.
The most recent official data shows that 1,400 offences a year
are committed by children who turn 18 prior to conviction but this
is a significant underestimate and the number is expected to
rise. Turning 18 prior to prosecution means the young people
have their cases heard in adult courts and lose the opportunity
to benefit from the youth justice system. This often happens because it can take months or sometimes years for the police or
the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) to make a charging decision. There are currently no fast-track options for children, including those approaching their 18th birthday.

Confirmed UK cases - 305,289
New cases - 958
UK deaths - 42,647

Easing of Lockdown Day 42 - Wednesday 24th June 2020

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Chris Whitty has diverged from the government line on Covid-19
guardian.com/uk● England’s chief medical officer own judgment now under scrunews/2020/jun/24/
tiny
c h r i s - w h i t t y - d i● His remarks have often jarred with the optimistic tone adopted
verged-from-ukby ministers
government-line● On Tuesday, Whitty repeatedly cautioned the crisis is not over –
covid-19

the latest in a series of sobering interventions.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Economy
guardian.com/busi- UK jobless figures climbing but most dangerous moment may
ness/2020/jun/24/ have passed
uk-jobless-figures● Unemployment in Britain is beginning to climb despite a modest
climbing-but-mostrebound in economic activity in the past month as coronavirus
d a n g e r o u s - m olockdown restrictions are lifted
ment-may-have●
As the government eases restrictions on business and social life
passed

●

●

24/6

after three months of lockdown, the Guardian’s monthly tracker
of economic news paints a mixed picture of an economy slowly
recovering from the deepest recession in living memory.
Britain’s economy shrank by a record 20.4%, according to the
latest figures for April, and job losses appeared to be mounting,
with thousands of businesses forced to close.
However, closely watched surveys of business activity suggest
the moment of maximum damage for the economy may have
passed, while consumer spending and road trips are starting to
rise as lockdown is eased.

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Legislation to abolish some jury trials could be passed within
co.uk/news/legisla- weeks
● Lord Chancellor Robert Buckland QC indicated today that legistion-to-abolishsome-jury-trialslation to allow trial without jury could be passed within weeks –
could-be-passedbut the changes would only be temporary.
within-weeks/
● Buckland told MPs on the justice select committee that operating
5104739.article
either-way cases without juries is now under serious discussion,
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/article/jury-trials-maybe-suspended-totackle-build-up-ofcases-h0qvwfdsf

●

●

as the backlog of cases forces radical change to the criminal
justice system.
He confirmed that 200 extra sites were required to deal with the
rising number of cases waiting to be heard, with 10 alternative
venues signed off this week. Buckland described trials with just
a judge and two magistrates as a ‘last resort’ but said this option
would provide an extra 40% capacity. His preferred option,
which is to reduce the number of jurors to seven, would increase capacity by only 5-10%. Buckland suggested that a one
judge-two magistrates option would apply only to cases where
the maximum sentence is two years’ imprisonment
He confirmed that the government wants to implement one of
the two options by September, which would require primary legislation to be brought forward before parliament goes into recess
on 21 July.
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Safety first, Boris Johnson promises as scientists keep watch
thetimes.co.uk/
● Boris Johnson has been told that next month’s reopening risks
edition/news/coronputting Britain back where it was in early March as his scientific
avirus-safety-firstadvisers prepared people for the return of restrictions if cases
boris-johnsonrise.
promises-as-scien● The Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (Sage) has sigtists-keep-watchnificant “concern” about whether all pupils can return to schools
lvxwhlvdj

●

24/6

in September given plans for restarting the economy, amid dissatisfaction that hospitality has been prioritised over education.
Chris Whitty, the chief medical officer for England, suggested
that social distancing measures would be in place at least until
next spring, saying that the government’s changes were “absolutely not” risk-free but would “allow us to operate in a reasonably normal way for a prolonged period”.

https://www.wired.- Courts
co.uk/article/coron- How video hearings broke justice and stripped people of their
avirus-courts-uk
rights. Technology was meant to save the UK’s courts as they were

forced to shut during lockdown. It hasn’t.
● Research from justice watchdog Fair Trials surveyed defence
solicitors during the pandemic and found “drastic deviations”
from ordinary procedures has left people’s rights being “overlooked” and questioned whether defendants’ rights were being
protected.
● Despite remote hearings keeping the system functioning, the
report suggests defendants are receiving less effective legal assistance, less effective participation in hearings and less ability
to challenge information presented.
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https://www.gov.uk/ Rough Sleepers
government/news/
● New funding from the Treasury to provide interim support for
105-million-to-keep15,000 vulnerable people accommodated during the pandemic
rough-sleepers● Announced by Robert Jenrick, Secretary of State for Housing,
s a f e - a n d - o ff - t h e Communities & Local Government
streets-during-coro● Money to help rough sleepers secure their own tenancies as
navirus-pandemic

well as provide short-term housing while delivery of long-term
homes continue at pace
Additional investment takes total spent on rough sleeping and
homelessness this year to over half a billion pounds

https://www.gov.uk/
●
government/news/
6-000-new-supported-homes-as-partof-landmark-com- 6,000 new supported homes as part of landmark commitment to
m i t m e n t - t o - e n d - end rough sleeping
rough-sleeping
● Plans to provide thousands of long-term, safe homes for vulner-

●
●

●
●

94 Days Since
Lockdown Began

able rough sleepers taken off the streets during the pandemic.
Thousands more homes to be made available for vulnerable
rough sleepers
Commitment is unprecedented and most ambitious of its kind
with single biggest injection of specialist accommodation since
the Rough Sleeping Initiative began
It will be backed by £433 million of government funding with
3,300 homes to be made available in next 12 months
Dame Louise Casey highlights ’extraordinary opportunity’ to end
rough sleeping for good

Easing of Lockdown Day 43 - Thursday 25th June 2020
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h t t p s : / / Young Adults in prison during the Covid-19 pandemic
howardleague.org/ A briefing from the Howard League
publications/young- for Penal Reform
adults-in-prison-dur● In response to Covid-19, the regime in prisons has been seing-the-covid-19verely restricted. Young adults are in prolonged solitary confinepandemic/
h t t p s : / /
howardleague.org/
wp-content/uploads/
2020/06/YACovid-19-BriefingFINAL.pdf

●
●
●
●
●

ment. There are no face-to-face visits, no face-to-face education
and most support services have withdrawn
Young adults are experiencing mental health problems as a direct result of the restrictions
Young adults in the criminal justice system require a specific approach
Young adults are still maturing, their brains are still developing
and they have distinct characteristics and needs
The terrible conditions in prison should be factored in when making decisions about sending young adults to custody
Young adults in prison must have access to a decent regime that
meets their needs.
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Outdoor Markets and Pedestrian Friendly Streets
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government announced that more outdoor markets and pedestrian-friendly
streets will be created, helping to boost our high streets in a way
that is safe
● New laws will help businesses get back on their feet and get
people back in their jobs safely
● Simpler licensing process for outdoor seating for pubs, restaurants and cafes
● Councils encouraged to reduce red-tape and create more outdoor markets
● Government plans to support outdoor dining as part of efforts to
help the economy bounce back from coronavirus
● Part of comprehensive plan to revive high streets, support the
hospitality industry and help get people back to work

25/6

https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/
g o v e r n m e n t - o u tlines-support-forpubs-cafes-andrestaurants

25/6

h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Top health expert calls for face masks in court
co.uk/news/top● A professor of primary care health sciences at the University of
health-expert-callsOxford has strongly recommended that face coverings be worn
for-face-masks-inin court - an environment she said was 'risky' for transmitting
court/5104763.artiCovid-19.
cle

●
●

●

Trish Greenhalgh strongly recommended face coverings in court
for several reasons.
Warning that a 'full on' second coronavirus wave should be expected as lockdown restrictions ease, the professor said court
happens indoors. 'Indoor environments are much more dangerous in terms of airborne transmission. This is especially true
when the ventilation level is poor, which is often the case in old
buildings,' she said.
'The best kind of environment is one with negative pressure ventilation, as happens in some operating theatres. Opening the
windows helps a lot. Sitting in court will of course greatly increase the risk. Finally, court involves speaking, and often rather
loudly in order to be heard in a large room. Speaking loudly for
many hours will of course greatly increase risk.'
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h t t p s : / / w w w .- Discretion and fairness should be the beating heart of enforcement
thetimes.co.uk/
● There is law and there is guidance. The Health Protection
edition/law/discre(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020 are the
tion-and-fairnessregulations that came into force from March 26 and which comshould-be-the-beatprise the restrictions on movement, family life, worship and busii n g - h e a r t - o f - e nness. There are similar regulations in Wales, Scotland and
f o r c e m e n t - 2 6 rNorthern Ireland.
pxzx03

●

●

95 Days Since
Lockdown Began

Enforcement of the emergency law should be a last resort and,
when there is an interference with a human right, such as freedom of expression, it must be the minimal interference necessary with the right to peaceful protest.
However, it may seem out of touch with reality that the emergency laws keep on coming and being enacted under emergency powers without debate or vote. They are posted online
with eyes wide shut.

Easing of Lockdown Day 44 - Friday 26th June 2020
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h t t p s : / / Courts
www.lawgazette.- Magistrates’ court backlog reaches 484,000
co.uk/news/magis● Magistrates’ courts face a backlog of over 480,000 cases, actrates-court-backcording to new figures laying bare the devastating impact of
l
o
g
coronavirus on criminal justice.
reaches-484000/51
● According to preliminary government data, the number of out04780.article
h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/article/nightingalecourts-will-tacklebacklog-of-half-am i l l i o n - c a s e s - t bv5zwhk0

●
●

●

●

●

standing cases in the magistrates’ courts increased by 22% to
484,000 between the week ending 8 March and 17 May. Outstanding cases had already risen by 11% between January and
March, reaching levels last seen in 2015.
Meanwhile, the backlog in the Crown court stands at around
41,000 cases, up from 37,434 in December.
The number of vacated trials has also increased sharply, with
around 250 trials vacated per week between January and 22nd
March. This figure rose to around 400 between 29th March and
31st May 2020, with a peak in the week ending 29th March
2020.
The Ministry of Justice report said that ‘although courts have
continued to carry out urgent business and made more use of
remote audio and video technology, the impact of COVID-19 is
clear to see’.
According to press reports today 10 sites for emergency courts expected to be dubbed 'Blackstone courts' by the lord chancellor
- have been identified after officials searched the country for
suitable accommodation, including in town halls and university
lecture theatres. Ministers are expected to announce the first
tranche of venues next week.
However 200 extra sites are believed to be required to deal with
the rising number of cases waiting to be heard.

‘Nightingale’ courts will tackle backlog of half a million cases
● Emergency Nightingale-style courts are to be opened to help
tackle a backlog of more than half a million criminal cases that
have built up as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.
● Ten sites have been identified after officials from the Ministry of
Justice searched the country for suitable accommodation, including in town halls and university lecture theatres where cases
could be held within social distancing guidelines.
● Ministers are expected next week to announce the first tranche
of venues where justice will be dispensed outside the usual
court setting, with more to be identified in the next few weeks.
● It is hoped that some of the new sites will be able to start hearing cases by August.
● Although the proposed venues have become known as so-called
Nightingale courts, after the name used for the emergency coronavirus hospitals, Robert Buckland, the lord chancellor, would
like them to be called Blackstone courts after William Blackstone, the 18th-century jurist.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Social Care
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Social care workers at increased risk of death from coronavirus,
world/2020/jun/26/ ONS finds
social-care-work● Those in sector in England and Wales are significantly more
ers-increased-risklikely to die from Covid-19 than working-age people as a whole
death-coronavirus

●

●

●
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Bike Boom
guardian.com/busi- UK sales up 60% in April as Covid-19 changes lifestyles
ness/2020/jun/26/
● Britons bought 60% more bikes in April as the nation turned to
bike-boom-uktwo-wheeled transport during the coronavirus lockdown.
sales-up-60-per● Government advice to avoid public transport led to a complete
cent-in-april-asturnaround in the cycle market. In the first three months of the
covid-19-changesyear, 8% fewer bikes were bought in the UK, according to the
lifestyles

●

●

26/6

Men working in social care in England and Wales are 2.5 times
more likely to die from Covid-19 than working-age men as a
whole, the Office for National Statistics has found.
The ONS analysis, which also shows women in social care with
a mortality rate twice that of working age women generally, will
increase pressure on the government over the heavy death toll
suffered by care homes.
Suzie Bailey, director of leadership and organisational development at health thinktank the King’s Fund, said: “Hard-working
care staff have been on the frontline in this crisis, but have been
let down by government promises of support that have not been
delivered. It is increasingly clear that social care has been neglected during the pandemic, with disastrous consequences.

Bicycle Association.
However, in April, the number of bikes sold rose 60%. The biggest change was in more affordable bikes valued at £400 to
£1,000, sales of which doubled in April. Sales of bikes costing
more than £3,000 fell.
Almost 50% more electric bikes were sold in April, a big step up
in the pace of growth from the 29% seen in the first quarter of
the year. However, the Bicycle Association said the increase in
electric bike sales was disappointing because it was only in line
with long-term growth patterns that could be expected for the as
yet small market.

h t t p s : / / Prisons
howardleague.org/ The Howard League
prisons-information/
● There are 79,393 men, women and children in prison in England
prison-watch/
and Wales today.

●

There are 147 fewer people in prison than there were a week
ago and 3,029 fewer than this time last year.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Poverty
guardian.com/soci- Millions went hungry during first months of UK lockdown, figures
ety/2020/jun/26/mil- show
lions-went-hungry● Government data reveals up to 7.7m adults reduced or missed
during-first-monthsmeals and 3.7 used food banks
of-uk-lockdown-fig● Households with children, people with health issues and people
ures-show-coronaged 16-24 were most likely to either to skip meals or use food
a v i r u s ?
charities to feed themselves or their family in April and May, the
CMP=Share_iOSFood Standards Agency (FSA) data showed.
App_Other

●

●

26/6

The FSA said this meant between 6.3 million and 7.7 million
adults had reduced meal portion sizes or missed meals because
of lack of money, and between 2.7 million and 3.7 million adults
sought charity food or used a food bank.
Despite rising public concern in recent weeks over pandemicrelated hunger and poverty issues – most notably in the government’s U-turn over holiday support for children on free school
meals – these are the first official figures showing the scale of
the problem.

https://www.wired.- Courts
co.uk/article/coron- How video hearings broke justice and stripped people of their
avirus-courts-uk
rights

●
●

Technology was meant to save the UK’s courts as they were
forced to shut during lockdown.
Research from justice watchdog Fair Trials surveyed defence
solicitors during the pandemic and found “drastic deviations”
from ordinary procedures has left people’s rights being “overlooked” and questioned whether defendants’ rights were being
protected. Despite remote hearings keeping the system functioning, the report suggests defendants are receiving less effective
legal assistance, less effective participation in hearings and less
ability to challenge information presented.

96 and 97 Days Easing of Lockdown Day 45 and 46 - Saturday 27th and Sunday
Since Lockdown 28th June 2020
Began
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Second Wave
g u a r d i a n . c o m / New Covid-19 clusters across world spark fear of second wave
world/2020/jun/27/
● Months into the pandemic, fear of a second wave of infections
new-covid-19-clusnow hangs over countries that have managed to stamp out the
ters-across-worlddisease, mostly through economically and socially painful lockspark-fear-of-secdowns.
ond-wave

●

●
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The term “second wave” has no agreed-upon scientific definition. It can mean anything from localised spikes in infection to a
full-blown national crisis, and some experts avoid it for this reason. The World Health Organization avoided using it to describe
South Korea’s status when asked in a news conference.
There is more consensus on both prevention and how to handle
new outbreaks using approaches honed rapidly over the past
few months to find people who are infected, and prevent them
spreading the disease.

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- NHS
guardian.com/soci- It'll take four years for NHS to recover from Covid-19, health chiefs
ety/2020/jun/27/itll- warn
take-four-years-for● Patients will face much longer waits for procedures as hospitals
nhs-to-recoveroperate at a predicted 40% of capacity
from-covid-19● The NHS will not be able to get back to providing its full range of
health-chiefs-warn

●

●

services for as long as four years because of the huge disruption
caused by Covid-19, hospital bosses warned on Saturday.
Patients will face much longer waits than usual for operations
and diagnostic tests because hospitals’ drive to remain infectionfree means they are closing beds, and surgeons’ need to wear
protective clothing means they are carrying out fewer procedures than before the pandemic.
In a stark admission of the complexity of reopening the NHS, a
key health service leader has predicted that some hospitals will
be able to provide only 40% of the care they previously delivered.
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https://twitter.com/ Prisons
MoJGovUK/status/
1277153946923081 Ministry of Justice @MoJGovUK
729
We're building 4 new prisons to:
https://twitter.com/
TheHowardLeague/
s t a t u s /
1277198133466972
160

●
●
●

Scales Improve rehabilitation
Chart with upwards trend Help local economies
Building construction Support construction industry to invest &
innovate

Part of our £2.5bn plan to create 10k additional prison places. Delivering modern prisons & keeping the public safe.

Response:
●

●

●

The Howard League @TheHowardLeague - In the face of furious local opposition, the government plans to squander hundreds of millions of pounds on building more prisons, which will
soon be squalid cesspits of violence and drugs.
Rather than dusting down old policy announcements that repeat
the mistakes of the past, ministers should be showing us how
they will tackle the bigger issues that drive crime – health inequalities, homelessness and a shrinking economy.
Put short-term political gain to one side and come up with solutions that will reduce crime, make us safer, and take the country
forward.
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Working Parents
guardian.com/
● Only 13% of UK working parents want to go back to ‘the old
world/2020/jun/28/
normal’
only-13-of-uk-work● Whatever the new normal is post Covid-19, we don’t want it to
ing-parents-want-tobe anything like the old one. At least, when it comes to earning a
go-back-to-the-oldliving.
normal

●

●

●

●
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h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Lockdown
g u a r d i a n . c o m / Leicester could be first place in England to see local lockdown
world/2020/jun/28/
● Leicester could be the first place in England to face local lockcoronavirus-leicesdown measures after a rise in coronavirus cases, as the home
ter-england-localsecretary, Priti Patel, confirms more support for the city.
lockdown

●

h t t p s : / / w w w .thetimes.co.uk/
edition/news/locallockdown-fears-after-covid-spikes-inleicester-zkg0s2q37

28/6

Lockdown has given people a chance to sample new ways of
balancing their jobs and family lives and they have concluded
that something must change. Just 13% want to go back to prepandemic ways of working, with most people saying they would
prefer to spend a maximum of three days in the office.
A survey of 1,500 people carried out for Bright Horizons, the
nursery provider, suggests that many working parents realise
that large parts of their jobs can be conducted remotely. And
they believe that their employers will agree.
Nearly two-thirds think their employers will be open to remote or
flexible working in the future as the widespread adoption of
Zoom and other online tools has kept many businesses functioning even as physical workplaces have been shuttered.
Almost half – 48% – of those who worked in an office before
lockdown said they were considering asking for some more remote working.

●

Around 650 people were found to have had the illness in the first
two weeks of June - a quarter of all cases in the city so far.
There have been outbreaks at food production facilities and so
far five schools have closed.
The Department of Health and Social Care has deployed four
mobile testing units to the city and made thousands of home
testing kits available. The local authority is asking people to
maintain a social distance of 2 metres and to wash hands regularly

h t t p s : / / w w w. t h e- Global Covid
guardian.com/
● Confirmed Covid-19 cases exceed 10m globally
world/live/2020/jun/
● New Covid-19 clusters across world spark fear of second wave
28/coronavirus-livenews-globald e a t h s near-500000-asaustralian-state-ofvictoria-steps-upefforts-to-fight-outbreak
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